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Speaking and 
Listening

Participate in collaborative 
conversations.  
CCSS: SL.1.1

Phonological 
Awareness

Distinguish long from short 
vowel sounds in single-
syllable words.  
CCSS: RF.1.2a

Fluency Read grade-level text with 
purpose and understanding. 
CCSS: RF.1.4a

Vocabulary Use words and phrases 
acquired through reading 
and being read to.  
CCSS: L.1.6

Writing State an opinion and supply 
a reason for the opinion. 
CCSS: W.1.1

Objectives
Reading Literature

Retell stories and demonstrate understanding 
of their central message or lesson.  
CCSS: RL.1.2, RL.1.10

Brutus Learns to Fetch
Genre: Realistic Fiction

Guided Reading Level: E

Lexile® measure: 410L

Word Count: 149 words

Concepts: pet care, dog training, dog behavior

Vocabulary: fetch, return, clothesline, hose, lost



*  Close Reading Comprehension Levels 

L Literal    I Inferential    E Evaluative

Word Definition

fetch (p. 2) to bring something back 

return (p. 3) to bring something back

clothesline (p. 4) a rope for hanging up 
clothes to dry

hose (p. 6) a small tube that carries 
water

lost (p. 8) something that is missing  
or nowhere to be found

 During Reading
10–15 minutes

Read aloud the book. Then complete a second 
reading and discuss the text together.

Close Reading*
Pages 2–3

L State: 

ASK: What does the family teach Brutus?  
(to fetch) 

I Determine: 

ASK: What problem does the family have at the 
beginning of the story? (Brutus fetches things 
that belong to other people. They have to 
return the things.) Discuss that Brutus does 
not know he shouldn’t take things that belong 
to others, while the family understands he 
shouldn’t act this way.

Pages 4–5

L Name: Ask students to point to and name 
the things that Brutus fetches on these pages. 
(shirt, kitten) Talk about what the family does 
with each thing.

I Explain: Point out the days of the week on 
each page. Ask students to explain why they 
think the author included this information. 
(Sample answer: It helps show the order of 
events.) 

Pages 6–8

L Identify: Have students continue to point to 
and name the things that Brutus fetches. 

E Decide: Talk about the story’s ending with 
students.

ASK: Which words on page 8 help you know how 
the family feels about Brutus fetching the lost 
keys? (“Good boy!” shows the family is happy 
with Brutus.)

 Before Reading
2–5 minutes

Build Background
Display the cover and read aloud the title. Then 
point to the illustration. Ask students to name 
the animal that they see and describe what the 
animal is doing. (dog; jumping toward a ball) 
Say: The dog is fetching a ball. Invite volunteers 
to share examples of other things a dog might 
fetch. Then ask students to use the title and the 
clues in the picture to predict what the story will 
be about.

Introduce Vocabulary
Display the following words and definitions. 
Explain that students will read these words in the 
book. Sound out each word for students and say 
each word in unison as a group. Then talk about 
each word’s meaning.
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English Language Learners
Oral Language Development

Display the following words from the book: 
newspaper, shirt, kitten, teddy bear, and keys. 
Help students identify each object in the 
book’s pictures. Then say one of the words and 

work with students to act out its meaning. For 
the remaining words, help one student act out 
the word while the rest of the group guesses.

Tips for Spanish Speakers
False Friends

Share with Spanish speakers that the word  
bear from page 7 of the book sounds a lot like 
the Spanish word ver. However, the words 
have different meanings. In English, a bear is  
a furry animal. In Spanish, ver means “to see.”

 After Reading
10–15 minutes

Speaking and Listening
Read aloud the Think About It questions on the 
book’s inside back cover. Ask partners or small 
groups to answer the questions orally together. 
(Answers: 1. things that belong to other people 
2. The girl, boy, and dad in the picture are telling 
Brutus not to fetch shirts. They use the word we 
to talk about themselves. 3. Three sentences; 
each starts with a capital letter and ends with a 
period.) 

Assess Comprehension
Distribute copies of the worksheet on page 4. 
Read aloud the directions. Use students’ work to 
assess their comprehension.

Brutus Learns to Fetch Worksheet 
Answers: 1. 3, 5, 1, 4, 7, 2, 6 2. Sample answer: 
The family learns that Brutus fetching things can 
be helpful because he fetches Dad’s lost car keys.

  Foundational and 
Language Skills
10–15 minutes

Phonological Awareness
Distinguish Vowel Sounds Help students 
practice distinguishing long and short vowel 
sounds. Say one-syllable words from the book, 
such as day, taught, things, child, Dad, and keys. 
Ask students to raise their hands when they hear 
a long vowel sound. 

Fluency
Model for students how to read aloud fluently. 
Have students practice reading aloud from the 
book with a partner as you monitor their ability 
to read with purpose and understanding. Provide 
support and opportunities for additional practice. 

Explore Vocabulary
Review the vocabulary words and their meanings. 
Then work with students to come up with an 
example sentence and a non-example sentence 
for the word fetch. (Example: He asked me to 
fetch his hat. Non-Example: My sleeping dog 
fetched my hat.) Challenge student pairs to come 
up with example and non-example sentences for 
two other vocabulary words.
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Brutus Learns to Fetch 
1.  Put the events from the story in order.  

Write the numbers 1–7 in the boxes.

 Brutus fetched a shirt. They had to return it.

 Brutus fetched a hose. They had to return it.

 The family taught their dog Brutus to fetch.

 Brutus fetched a kitten. They had to return it. 

 Brutus fetched lost keys. They told Brutus he can fetch lost keys.

 Brutus fetched a newspaper. They had to return it. 

 Brutus fetched a teddy bear. They had to return it.

2.  Think about the ending. What do you think the family learn  

about Brutus fetching things? Why? 

The family learns that ________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ .


