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Speaking and 
Listening

Participate in collaborative 
conversations. CCSS: SL.1.1

Grammar Use singular and plural 
nouns with matching verbs 
in basic sentences.  
CCSS: L.1.1c

Fluency Read grade-level text with 
purpose and understanding. 
CCSS: RF.1.4a

Vocabulary Use frequently occurring 
adjectives. CCSS: L.1.1f

Use words and phrases 
acquired through reading 
and being read to.  
CCSS: L.1.6

Writing Supply some facts about a 
topic. CCSS: W.1.2

Objective
Reading Informational Text

Describe the connection between events or 
pieces of information in a text.  
CCSS: RI.1.3, RI.1.10

Rain
Text Type: Nonfiction Essay

Guided Reading Level: I

Early Intervention Level: 15

Lexile® Measure: 420L

Word Count: 197 words

Concepts: weather, water cycle, heat, water droplets, 
clouds, groundwater

Vocabulary: river, lake, lift, tiny, fall



*  Close Reading Comprehension Levels 

L Literal    I Inferential    E Evaluative

 During Reading
10–15 minutes

Read the book with students. Then complete a 
second reading and discuss the text together.

Close Reading*
Pages 2–3

L Define: Review the information on each page 
and direct attention to the bold word on  
page 2. Guide students to find the meaning of 
this word in the glossary on page 8.  

I Interpret:

ASK: What is the weather like in each of the 
photos on these pages? (page 2: rainy; page 3: 
sunny)

Pages 4–5

L State: Ask students to point to the caption 
and tell what clouds are made up of. (tiny 
water drops)

E Apply: Guide students to explain how water 
moves from bodies of water on Earth into 
clouds that become bigger and bigger. You 
may work together to draw pictures to show 
the process.

Pages 6–8

L Identify: 

ASK: What type of air causes clouds to turn into 
rain? (cold air)

I Infer: Discuss the photos and their captions 
with students. 

ASK: How might the photo on page 7 look 
different if it had not rained in the area for a long 
time? (Sample answer: The river would not 
have much water in it.)

Word Definition

river (p. 3) a large, running stream of 
water

lake (p. 3) a large body of water

lift (p. 3) to move higher

tiny (p. 3) very small

fall (p. 7) to come down by the force 
of gravity

 Before Reading
2–5 minutes

Build Background
Display the cover, read aloud the title, and point 
to the photo. Ask students to describe what they 
see. Then read the question on the back cover 
and invite volunteers to share what they know 
about rain.

Introduce Vocabulary
Preview the book’s text features with students, 
including the table of contents, headings, and 
glossary. Then display the following words and 
definitions. Help students sound out the words 
and talk about their meanings. Explain that 
students will read these words in the book.
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English Language Learners
Oral Language Development

Display action words from the book, such 
as shines, blows, and falls. Read them aloud 
and have students repeat them after you. 

Help students to use gestures or pantomime 
to convey each word’s meaning. Then work 
together to use each word in a sentence.

Tips for Spanish Speakers
Cognates 

Share with Spanish speakers that the following 
words from the book might be words they 
already know in Spanish. They look alike, and 
they share the same meanings:

lake (p. 3): lago

air (p. 3): aire

temperature (p. 8): temperatura

 After Reading
10–15 minutes

Speaking and Listening
Read aloud the Think About It questions on the 
book’s inside back cover. Ask partners or small 
groups to answer the questions orally together. 
(Answers: 1. the sun warming the water and the 
wind blowing the water 2. Sample answer: I learn 
how clouds turn to rain. I see what rain clouds 
look like. 3. Sample answers: lakes, drops, clouds) 

Assess Comprehension
Distribute copies of the worksheet on page 4. 
Read aloud the directions. As students complete 
the worksheet, provide support as needed. Use 
students’ work to assess their comprehension.

Rain Worksheet Answers: 1. Water is warmed 
by the sun and blown by the wind. Tiny drops 
of water are lifted up into the air. 2. Water drops 
come together and form clouds. The clouds 
become bigger. 3. Heavy clouds hit cold air. The 
clouds turn into rain. 4. Rain falls to the ground. 

  Foundational and 
Language Skills
10–15 minutes

Grammar
Noun-Verb Agreement Discuss singular and 
plural nouns. Then display this sentence: The rain 
falls. Point out that rain is one thing, or a singular 
noun. Circle the s in falls and explain that the s 
is added to fall to agree with the singular noun. 

Repeat with this sentence: The wind blows. Then 
have students say their own sentences using 
correct noun-verb agreement.

Fluency
Model for students how to read aloud fluently. 
Have students practice reading aloud from the 
book with a partner as you monitor their ability 
to read with purpose and understanding. Provide 
support and opportunities for additional practice 
as needed.

Explore Vocabulary
Review the vocabulary words and their meanings 
with students. Then have students work in pairs. 
Ask them to make a five-column chart with a 
vocabulary word at the top of each column. Have 
them brainstorm words that describe each word. 
They may use a dictionary, a thesaurus, and 
their imagination to help them. (Example: river: 
winding)
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Rain
Write about how water moves on Earth.

1.

3.

2.4.


