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Overview

S O C I A L   S T U D I E SS O C I A L   S T U D I E S

Making a Difference:  
Playgrounds Build Community
Lesson Plan 

Access Prior Knowledge 
Guide a discussion about how people can help others 
in their community. Invite volunteers to share examples 
of activities or actions people can take that support the 
whole community.

 Introduce Social Studies 
Concepts

Have students look at the front cover and read the book’s 
title. ASK  What do you see in this photo? Why do you 
think a playground is important to a community? 
Then have students read the back cover. Explain that this 
book will help students think about the benefits of people 
in a community working together. 

Vocabulary  CCSS: L.3.6

Introduce the Tier 2 vocabulary words: committee, 
donate, fund-raising, and volunteer. Discuss the words 
and their meanings. Then preview the rest of the 
Glossary words.

Phonics: Suffixes  CCSS: RF.3.3b

Review that looking for familiar suffixes at the ends of 
words can help students decode unfamiliar words. Guide 
them to decode the word construction by identifying its 
suffix -tion and then sounding it out. Then display other 
words from the book for students to practice decoding: 
celebration, inspection, contraption, and condition.

2–5 minutes Before Reading

Objectives
READING: Students describe the series of steps in  
building a community playground. CCSS: RI.3.3, RI.3.10

SOCIAL STUDIES: Students develop a plan to help  
others in the community by working together.  
C3 Framework: D2.Civ.7.3-5, D2.Civ.8.3-5, D4.7.3-5

Guided Reading Level: P
Lexile® Measure: 800L
Word Count: 1,727 words

Vocabulary: committee, donate, fund-raising, 
volunteer

Integrate Literacy and Social Studies
• Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 

understanding of how building a playground 
builds community. CCSS: RI.3.1

For a complete list of national and state standards 
correlations, visit SundanceNewbridge.com.



Have students read the book. Then discuss the text in 
differentiated groups or as a class. 

Pages 3–9

L Describe: ASK  Why is forming a committee 
important? (so the project has leaders) Discuss the 
tasks a committee must do. 

Pages 10–15

E Conclude: Discuss the meaning of brainstormed. Ask 
students to talk about why brainstorming ideas is 
helpful when designing a playground.

Pages 16–24

L State: Talk about the roles of volunteers during the 
build. ASK  Why do you think team captains are 
important? (so the volunteers are organized)

I Summarize: Discuss the conclusion on page 23. Ask 
students to explain in their own words how building a 
playground also builds community.

Comprehension Skill Mini-Lesson: 
Sequence

• Review that a sequence is a series of steps or events. 
• Distribute Worksheet 1. Model how to review the book 

to look for sequence words, such as first and next on 
page 6. Guide students to recognize that the author has 
organized the book in the order of the steps involved in 
building a playground. 

• Have students complete Worksheet 1. Remind them to 
include only the most important steps.

ose Reading*

15–20 minutes During Reading

10–15 minutes After Reading

*  Close Reading Comprehension Levels 

L Literal    I Inferential    E Evaluative

Respond  CCSS: SL.3.1, W.3.2

Have students discuss the following question: What 
would you put in a playground if you were building one? 
Then ask students to write and draw about their ideas. 

4 Assess
Use the Think About Social Studies questions at the end 
of the book and Worksheet 1 to assess understanding. 
Think About Social Studies Answers: 1. doing things 
that improve others’ lives 2. Building a playground brings 
people together and creates a place for children to play.  
3. This book is organized to show the sequence of steps in 
building a playground. Showing the sequence helps the 
reader understand the order in which steps occurred. 
Worksheet 1 Sample Answer: 1. Community decides 
it needs a playground. 2. Find a site. 3. Design. 4. Raise 
funds and find volunteers. 5. Build the playground.  
6. Open it to the community. 

Civics: Community Impact Project

Distribute Worksheet 2. Read aloud the directions. 

Review information in the book about how building 
playgrounds helps a community. Guide students 
to think about other actions that might help the 
community in a similar way. 

Have partners or small groups complete  
Worksheet 2.

Worksheet 2 Answers: Students should describe 
a community project that they could do with their 
classmates to help the community in some way. 

 Social Studies Activity   20–30  
minutes

   English Language Learners Strategy
Talk about the idiom “the sky is the limit” on  
page 9. Explain that this expression means “endless 
possibilities.” Children’s ideas for the playground 
have no limits. Ask students to draw a picture to 
represent this phrase or act out its meaning. 
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Reading Assessment Task: Describe the series of steps in building a community playground.

Making a Difference: Playgrounds Build Community

Write about the steps in building a playground. Use words that show time order.
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Social Studies Task: Develop a plan to help others in the community by working together.

 Community Impact Project

How could you and your classmates make a difference in your community? 

Complete the chart below to tell about your project and the people it would help. 

What would the project be?

When and where would you do the project?

Who would the project help?

Why would the project make a difference?


