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Benefits of Sundance/Newbridge Informational Text Sets
• Offer a range of high-quality, attractive books of appropriate text complexity

• Incorporate books at different reading levels for successful reading

• Supply comprehensive lesson plans for text-specific instruction of the CCSS

• Include a variety of texts surrounding a grade-appropriate topic to help children  
build content-specific knowledge 

• Provide flexibility for whole class, small group, partner, and independent reading 

• Allow for differentiated instruction to meet the needs of all children 

• Foster the range of skills necessary for college and career readiness through  
comprehension questions, discussions, and writing and research prompts

• Provide correlations at point of use for ease of identifying children’s strengths  
and weaknesses

• Promote effective assessment readiness for the CCSS with Reproducible Masters  
for teachers and children:

 Selected and Constructed Response Assessments
 Performance Task
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Introduction
The Sundance/Newbridge Informational Text Sets are designed to provide teachers and 
children with a wide range of texts related to a central topic. Each set allows children to dig 
deeper into the subject while advancing their nonfiction reading skills. In doing so, they 
build their content-area knowledge relevant to their grade level. This follows the suggestions 
described in the “Revised Publishers’ Criteria for the Common Core State Standards in English 
Language Arts and Literacy, Grades K–2” that indicate “the selected informational texts should 
build a coherent body of knowledge” (6). Through reading, writing, and group discussion, 
children have multiple opportunities to engage with the books, ask questions, and investigate 
the topics further.

The Assessment that is included in this Teacher Guide provides practice for what students 
will encounter on the standardized tests. These text-centered assessments are composed of 
questions and tasks that “ask students to think about what they have read or heard and then 
ask them to draw evidence from the text in support of their ideas about the reading,” as 
suggested in the Revised Publishers’ Criteria (7).

With these text sets, students develop the comprehension, critical thinking, and discussion skills 
they need to prepare them for college and careers.

Program Overview
Each Sundance/Newbridge Informational Text Set includes 6 to 12 titles of varying reading 
levels. The Guided Reading Level and Lexile® levels appear on the back cover label of most 
titles, making it simple to assign books of the appropriate complexity to children. In addition, 
many of the Sets include one or more Read-Aloud texts. Often in a Big Book format, these 
texts may be utilized in a whole class or small group session to introduce the topic to children. 
Some sets also provide photo cards that aid in further reinforcing the concepts that surround 
the topic. In addition, each set-specific Teacher Guide provides you with individualized, flexible 
instruction that will enable children to meet the goals of the Common Core State Standards 
(CCSS).

Finally, each Teacher Guide includes topic-specific assessments that are aligned to the CCSS. 
Each assessment consists of selected response and constructed response questions that 
target specific CCSS in the grade level and provide instructional practice for the types of 
questions children will encounter on the PARCC and Smarter Balanced standardized tests. 
The Performance Task section of the assessment for each Set allows children to demonstrate 
their content knowledge and their ability to integrate information from a variety of texts. In 
each Task, children will be expected to demonstrate their reading comprehension, writing 
and research, and speaking and listening skills as they complete a more in-depth study of the 
science, social studies, or mathematics topic.
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Using this Teacher Guide

In the following pages, you will find a lesson plan 
for the Animal Behavior Text Set. The lesson plan 
provides an objective for your instruction. At the 
beginning of this lesson plan you will also find 
target Common Core State Standards for ELA 
as well as target Common Core State Standards 
for Mathematics and Next Generation Science 
Standards when applicable. These standards can 
be used to focus your instruction, though the 
flexibility of the program allows you to target 
other standards in addition to those listed. 

Each lesson plan suggests which titles are most 
suitable to use with your below-, on-, and 
above-level children. Adjust these suggestions 
based on each individual child’s interests and 
prior knowledge of the topic. Assign additional 
texts based on children’s questions and areas of 
interest.

When children have completed their reading 
assignments, assign the assessment pages to 
evaluate their comprehension of the topic. Work 
with the class to complete the Performance 
Task assignment, using the directions provided 
in this Teacher Guide to aid you in classroom 
management throughout each step of the task. 
Use the answers to assess how well children 
performed.  

Designed to Meet the Common Core 
State Standards for ELA
The Common Core State Standards for English 
Language Arts are based on ensuring that all 
children become college and career ready in 
reading, writing, speaking, listening, and 

language. Part of this college and career 
readiness requires children to show that they 
are independent learners. According to the 
Common Core State Standards, children who are 
independent “can, without significant scaffolding, 
comprehend and evaluate complex texts across 
a range of types and disciplines, and they can 
construct effective arguments and convey intricate 
or multifaceted information.” (7)

These Informational Text Sets provide the 
materials that teachers and children need to 
achieve the goals set forth by the Common Core 
State Standards. Each Text Set has many texts 
that expose children to a variety of points of view 
related to the topic at hand. Each book has been 
carefully selected to add depth to the knowledge 
surrounding the topic, and the range of reading 
levels in each Text Set helps to make the content 
accessible to every child.

The carefully chosen books also allow children 
to find a book that appeals to them. As you’ve 
probably seen in your own classroom, when 
children find a book that catches their interest, 
they are more likely to be engaged in their 
reading, demonstrate critical thinking skills, 
and have a desire to read more. These Text Sets 
will add a variety to the texts you have in your 
collection so children have more from which 
to choose. When added to your collections, 
which may be full of rich fiction titles, these Sets 
will provide balance and allow you to achieve 
the fifty-fifty distribution between literary and 
informational texts called for in the Common Core 
State Standards at the elementary grades.
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Centered Around  
Grade-Appropriate Topics
The Text Sets at each grade level cover specific, 
relevant, and curriculum-based topics in science, 
social studies, and mathematics. These high-
interest topics engage children and pique the 
interests of even the most reluctant or struggling 
readers. Use these Text Sets to supplement your 
existing materials, or use them to generate 
discussion around a new topic.

The science topics at each grade level have been 
developed with the Next Generation Science 
Standards in mind. In Kindergarten, the Animal 
Behavior Text Set can be used to foster children’s 
understanding of what animals need and how 
they get what they need where they live. This 
knowledge ties directly to the performance 
expectations and disciplinary core ideas in the 
Next Generation Standards for Kindergarten. 

In addition to building content-area knowledge, 
use these Text Sets to expose children to authentic 
texts that require them to implement one or more 
reading strategies and skills they have learned. 
Children build their reading comprehension 
abilities as they simultaneously build their content 
knowledge related to the topic.

Ease of Use for Teachers and Students
With the complex, rich texts that comprise these 
Informational Text Sets, children can explore 
high-interest topics and develop their sense of 
curiosity about the world. At the same time, these 
Text Sets include the materials that teachers need 
to aid their children in achieving the goals of 
the Common Core State Standards for ELA. The 
Teacher Guides that accompany each Text Set 
support teachers in showing them how to use 
these books. At the same time, the Teacher Guides 
give many choices that allow teachers flexibility, 
which is necessary in meeting the unique needs of 
today’s highly diverse classrooms. 

The wide range of reading levels suits the needs 
of each individual child and can be used in a 
multitude of settings, from whole class and 
teacher-led instruction to small groups and 
partner or independent reading. The Read Aloud 
book in the Text Set is highly complex and at a 
level that challenges all children and supports 
effective teacher modeling. The increasing text 
complexity of the rest of the books enables 
teachers to encourage children to read more 
difficult texts, which become more accessible as 
children build their background knowledge. 

REFERENCES:
Coleman, D. & Pimentel, S. (2012). “Revised Publishers’ Criteria for 
the Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts and 
Literacy, Grades K–2.” Available at www.corestandards.org/assets/
Publishers_Criteria_for_K–2.pdf.

National Governors Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) 
and Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO). (2010). Common 
Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social 
Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects. Washington, DC: NGA Center 
and CCSSO.



6

Animal Behavior
Lesson Plan

Objective:
Children will develop their reading comprehension 
skills and their understanding of animal behavior.

Target Common Core State 
Standards for ELA:
Reading Standards for Informational Text Grade K

Key Ideas and Details: RI.K.2: With prompting 
and support, identify the main topic and retell key 
details of a text.

Craft and Structure: RI.K.5: Identify the front 
cover, back cover, and title page of a book.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: RI.K.9: 
With prompting and support, identify basic 
similarities and differences between two texts on 
the same topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, 
or procedures).

Additional Standards: 
RF.K.3b, W.K.2, W.K.3, SL.K.3, L.K.1f

Target Next Generation  
Science Standard:
K.LS1.1: Use observations to describe patterns of 
what plants and animals (including humans) need 
to survive.

Content Vocabulary: 
animals, home, needs, sleep

Use the following suggestions for working with 
this Text Set with children.

1. Read Alouds
• Begin your instruction by reading aloud Who 

Made These Holes? with the whole class. Before 
you read, model identifying the front cover, 
back cover, and title page of the book. As you 
read, talk about finding the main topic of the 

book. Model asking yourself questions about 
the text as you read. 

• Identify and discuss unknown words in the 
text. Point out long and short sounds and their 
common spellings, such as dogs (short o) and 
hole, home (long o) on page 12.

• After reading, review the content learned from 
the book with children. Guide a discussion 
about the new information. Have children 
generate a list of questions they have about 
animals and their homes.

• Repeat the Read Aloud activity with Animals 
Hide. Then work with children to point out  
the similarities  
and differences  
between the  
two texts. 

2. Differentiated Instruction
Organize the class into three small groups 
based on children’s reading levels. 

• Shared Reading: 
Conduct a shared 
reading of What Animals 
Need with children who 
are not reading on their 
own yet. Read the book 
aloud to the group. Stop 
frequently to discuss the 
content, have children ask questions, and 
identify new vocabulary terms.

After you have finished this shared-reading 
book, continue the shared reading activity 
by reading the books How Are They Alike? 
and Life in a Tree with children.
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Kindergarten

• Small Group/Partner Reading: Work with 
children who are reading on level to read 
Animal Homes, Animal Noises, and What Do 
Animals Do? from the set. You may wish to 
have volunteers take turns reading the book 
aloud. Encourage children to pause often 
and ask questions during reading. 

• Independent Reading: Have children who 
are reading above level read the following 
books from the set with a partner or 
independently: Sleeping Animals and A Cub’s 
First Year. Encourage children who read the 
same book to talk about what they learned 
from the book with each other.

3. Speaking and Listening
Allow ample opportunities for children to 
discuss what they have read. Use guiding 
questions about the content and the vocabulary 
in the book to encourage discussion. Remind 
children to ask questions when they want 
help, would like more information, or do not 
understand something. 

Based on these discussions, you may wish 
to assign additional books from the set to 
individuals.

4. Writing Connections
To help children dig deeper into the topic, 
have them produce their own responses to the 
books. Some possibilities include:

• Ask children to write a sentence that states 
the main topic of a book they read. Then 
have them draw a picture to show a key 
detail related to the topic.

• Write or narrate a made-up event that 
happened to one of the animals they read 
about.

5. Language
Use one or more of the books from the set to 
spark a language mini-lesson. Write a simple 
sentence on the board, such as Animals need 
air. Have children expand the sentence as part 
of a shared language activity.

Additional Sources: 
Use multimedia sources to provide more in-
depth, grade-appropriate knowledge about the 
topic of animal behaviors. Work with children 
to use the sources to answer a specific question 
related to the topic.
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KINDERGARTEN ASSESSMENT—ANIMAL BEHAVIOR SELECTED RESPONSE

Name____________________________________

Animal Behavior
Circle the letter of the correct answer.

1.  Look at pages 6 and 7 of Animals Hide. Which 
is a type of plant? 

 A. duck
 B. reeds
 C. snake

2. Which word rhymes with leaf ?

 A. reef
 B. fish
 C. frog
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KINDERGARTEN ASSESSMENT—ANIMAL BEHAVIOR SELECTED RESPONSE

Name____________________________________

3.  Look at page 9 of Who Made These Holes? 
Which animal made the hole?

 A. fox
 B. wasp
 C. prairie dog

4.  Prairie dogs make holes. Gopher tortoises make 
holes. How do both animals use the holes?

 A. for food
 B. as nests
 C. as homes
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KINDERGARTEN ASSESSMENT—ANIMAL BEHAVIOR CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE

Name____________________________________

Animal Behavior

5.  Choose an animal from Animals Hide. Write or 
draw to show how the animal hides.

6.  Look at page 12 of Who Made These Holes? 
Tell or write what the picture helps you know.
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Performance Task 
Teacher Directions and Common Core State Standards for ELA Correlations
In this Performance Task, children will explore the animal behaviors they read about by making a poster. Use 
the following directions to guide you in managing the classroom as children complete this task. 

Part 1 (Correlates to W.K.7, W.K.8, SL.K.1, and Next Generation Science K.LS1.1)

Review the books children read in the Animal Behaviors Text Set. Answer any questions children may have. 

Pose the question: What do all animals need? Work with children to use the books from they read and 
any additional sources you provide to answer this question. Then engage children in a discussion of this 
question. Encourage them to take turns speaking. Elicit that animals need air, food, and water. They also 
need sleep and a place to live. Being able to hide and climb helps them stay safe.

Part 2 (Correlates to W.K.2, SL.K.5) 

Have children work in small groups to make posters that show what animals need. Encourage children to 
provide a title for their poster and to include some details about the topic. Children should add drawings 
or photos cut out from old magazines to provide more information. Display completed posters in the 
classroom.

A completed poster meets the following criteria:
• Names the topic.  
• Includes some specific information about the topic. 
• Uses drawings or photos to provide additional detail. 
• Is neat and easy to follow.

Assessment Answer Key 
Teacher Directions: Read aloud each assessment question to children. Each question is based on information 
you read together in the Read Alouds Who Made These Holes? and Animals Hide. Provide support to children as 
needed. Children may write, draw, or dictate to answer the Constructed Response questions.

Selected Response
1. B (RI.K.4, L.K.4)

2. A (RF.K.2a)

3. B (RI.K.1, RI.K.10)

4. D (RI.K.3)

Constructed Response
5.  Answers will vary. Check that children’s work demonstrates understanding that animals can hide when they 

blend in with their surroundings. (W.K.2)

6. Sample answer: It helps me know what prairie dog homes look like underground. (RI.K.7)

* Correlations are shown for the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and the Next Generation Science Standards.
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