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Overview
The Sundance/Newbridge Middle Grades Book 
Collections are designed to provide opportunities 
for students in grades 5–8 to develop their English 
Language Arts skills while reading informational 
texts and literature at their reading level . 

The Collections include high-interest leveled books 
(below and on instructional levels) that students 
may read in small groups or independently . They 
are designed to help below-level, struggling 
readers improve their proficiency . With these 
rigorous, quality texts, students delve into a wealth 
of information related to science and social studies 
topics . This Teacher Guide provides support to 
teachers and students as they use the Collections  
to meet the requirements of the Common Core 
State Standards for English Language Arts & 
Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 
Technical Subjects .

Benefits

Middle  
Grades  

Book  
Collections 

•  Include high-quality, attractive books 
representing a variety of topics

•  Offer a range of books related to a common 
theme or topic

•  Incorporate books at different reading levels for 
successful reading

•  Suggest ways for showing students how to self-
select appropriate books

•  Provide tips for supporting independent readers 
and building their confidence

•  Supply comprehension questions correlated 
to the Common Core state standards to assess 
students’ proficiency

•  Offer options for working in small groups to 
promote collaborative learning

•  Incorporate an instructional plan with a before-, 
during-, and after-reading framework to enable 
struggling readers to succeed

•  Provide suggestions for formulating literal, 
inferential, and critical thinking questions that 
can be applied to any text

• Foster independent, strategic, and fluent readers

•  Promote effective reading practices with 
Reproducible Masters for teachers and students:

• Graphic Organizers 
• Reading Log

Teacher  
Guide
Teacher  
Guide

of sundance/newbridge  
Middle Grades Book Collections:
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* Find out more about guided reading levels and Lexile® at 
www .sundancepub .com or www .newbridgeonline .com

teaching the Common Core  
in Your Classroom

The Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts focus on the abilities of students to not 
only comprehend complex texts but also to respond and communicate about what they have read . 
The standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects expect students 

to apply their literacy skills to content-related informational texts including primary and secondary sources, 
scientific reports, and technical texts .

To incorporate the Common Core State Standards into your everyday classroom instruction, it is important 
to question students about the texts they are reading and provide time for them to communicate with one 
another about the texts. Frequent analysis and discussion of texts, which is central to the Common Core, 
can also enhance students’ interest in reading .

Why Leveled Books
The requirements of the Common Core State Standards prove difficult for students who are reading below 
grade level or who are reluctant readers . With limitations on their ability to access the text, these students 
may also struggle with thinking critically and forming opinions about what they have read .

Leveled books allow students to read grade-appropriate topics at their own level, minimizing the 
frustration they experience when reading above-level texts . Reading texts written with a manageable 
vocabulary load and concise sentences allows students to access the content without becoming 
overwhelmed . This enables them to improve their comprehension skills and gradually increase their reading 
level over time . Ultimately, they build the skills that they need to meet the requirements outlined in the 
Common Core and become more proficient independent readers .

theme-Related texts at each  
student’s Reading Level 
The books in the Sundance/Newbridge Middle 
Grades Book Collections are organized by literacy, 
science, and social studies themes that are relevant 
to the middle-school curriculum . These Collections 
provide the opportunity for students to analyze and 
engage in conversations about two or more texts on 
the same topic . Both of these skills are highlighted in  
the Common Core State Standards .

The Collections contain a range of Fountas 
and Pinnell Guided Reading Levels and Lexile 
measures, which are found on the back cover of 
most Sundance/Newbridge titles .* Assign or guide 
students to select a book of the appropriate level .

The Collections also include Smart Word 
vocabulary cards for most books with 
activities for students to practice the 
Language Skills of the Common Core  
State Standards and for those readers who  
may need vocabulary reinforcement . Visit  
www .sundancepub .com/SmartWord or  
www .newbridgeonline .com/SmartWord  
to download a free Teacher’s Guide with 
support for using the Smart Word cards  
and tips for enriching vocabulary instruction . 
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Self-selected sustained independent reading is a 
key factor for developing comprehension skills . 
The challenge teachers face with self-selected 
independent reading is when students have 
difficulty choosing the right book . Struggling 
readers may have particular difficulty selecting 
appropriate nonfiction texts for independent 
reading . Students may read a few pages, lose 
interest, put the book away, and then choose 
another book, engaging in little actual sustained 
reading time . 

independent Reading  
instructional Plan
Before Reading: 
selecting Appropriate Books
To aid students in self-selecting books, model 
how to select a book that will be of interest 
at the appropriate independent reading level . 
Demonstrate how to preview a nonfiction book by 
looking at the title, table of contents, photographs, 
and text features . Say: Does anything about this 
book interest me? Then answer the question and 
explain why . 

Next, show students how to decide whether a book 
is an appropriate reading level . Open to any page 
and read it . A book that is a good fit will have some, 
but not too many, unfamiliar words . The reader 
should also be able to summarize the main idea of 
the page . Because of the difficulty of independent 
reading, guide students to select a book that is one 
or two levels below their normal reading level .

Teachers might also model how to use a reading 
log so students can self-monitor their independent 
reading while reinforcing the connection between 
reading and writing .

During and After Reading: 
Assessing independent Reading
After students have selected an appropriate book, 
provide time for them to read silently . You may 
wish to meet with individuals briefly during this 
independent reading time and also after they have 
completed reading to monitor their progress .

Informally assess students’ comprehension by asking 
literal, inferential, and critical thinking questions 
that align to the Common Core State Standards . 
You can formulate specific comprehension questions 
about any text using the following general criteria:

Literal Questions
Literal questions have answers that are directly 
stated in the text and often begin with who, 
what, and when . Answering literal questions 
demonstrates a student’s basic comprehension . 
Literal questions include: 

 •  What does the text say about [topic]? RL.6.1, 
Ri.6.1, RL.7.1, Ri.7.1, RL.8.1, Ri.8.1

 •  What is the text mostly about? RL.6.2, Ri.6.2, 
RL.7.2, Ri.7.2, RL.8.2, Ri.8.2

 •  What information do the text features provide? 
RH.6–8.7, Rst.6–8.7

inferential Questions
Inferential questions have answers that are not 
directly stated in the text and often begin with 
how and why . Answering inferential questions 
demonstrates a student’s ability to connect the 
text to what he or she already knows . Inferential 
questions include:

 •  How do the specific words used in the text 
affect the meaning? RL.6.4, Ri.6.4, RL.7.4, Ri.7.4, 
RL.8.4, Ri.8.4

 •  How do context clues help you understand the 
meaning of an unfamiliar word in this book? 
L.6.4a, L.7.4a, L.8.4a

 •  How does the author express his or her point 
of view? Use textual evidence to support your 
reasoning . Ri.6.1, Ri.6.6, Ri.7.1, Ri.7.6, Ri.8.1, 
Ri.8.6, RH.6–8.6, Rst.6–8.6

self-selected independent Reading
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RL.6.1
Reading Standards  

for Literature
Grade 6

standard 1

RL.6.1 refers to Reading Standards for Literature,  
Grade 6, standard 1 .

RH.6–8.1
Reading Standards  

for Literacy in  
History/Social Studies Grades 

6–8

standard 1

RH.6–8.1 refers to Reading Standards for Literacy in 
History/Social Studies, Grades 6–8, standard 1 .

examples:

For more detailed information and a complete listing of the Common Core State Standards, 
visit www.sundancepub.com or www.newbridgeonline.com

Common Core state standards for 
english Language Arts & Literacy in 
History/social studies, science, and 
technical subjects Key
The Common Core correlations use the following 
format to refer to the Common Core State Standards 
document: strand. Grade. standard number.

stRAnD CODes:
RL Reading Standards for Literature

Ri  Reading Standards for Informational Text

W Writing Standards

sL  Speaking and Listening Standards

L Language Standards

RH  Reading Standards for Literacy in  
History/Social Studies

Rst  Reading Standards for Literacy in  
Science and Technical Subjects

WHst  Writing Standards for Literacy  
in History/Social Studies, Science,  
and Technical Subjects

Critical thinking Questions
Critical thinking questions often have more than 
one correct answer . Answering critical thinking 
questions demonstrates a student’s ability to apply 
what he or she has read by forming opinions and 
drawing conclusions . Critical thinking questions 
include:
 •  How do you think the structure that the 

author uses to organize the text supports  
the central theme or idea? RL.6.5, Ri.6.5, 
Ri.7.5, Ri.8.5, RH.6–8.5, Rst.6–8.5

 •  What do you think about [argument or claim 
presented in text]? How well is it supported by 
evidence in the text? Ri.6.8, Ri.7.8, Ri.8.8

 •  How can you conclude which statements in 
this text are facts, opinions, or judgements? 
Explain . RH.6–8.8, Rst.6–8.8

See page 8 for additional after-reading  
assessment options, writing activities,  
and research prompts .
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Guiding students through small-group instruction is 
a useful way for teachers to model how to approach 
a complex text . This guided approach prepares 
students to tackle a text independently . 

Grouping Options
Consider the following suggestions for how to 
organize and conduct small-group discussions with 
your students .

•  Group students who are reading books on 
the same topic. Have students in the group 
read different books from the same Collection 
that are at their level . As students read, hold 
topic-related discussions, providing frequent 
opportunities for students to cite specific textual 
evidence from their books to support the subject 
that is up for discussion .

•  Group students who are reading the same book. 
Conduct a group reading of the book, stopping 
periodically to have students ask and answer 
questions about what they have read so far . 
Encourage them to clearly explain their own  
ideas and to build on the ideas of others . 

•  Group students who are reading informational 
texts. Below-level readers may find nonfiction 
texts particularly difficult . Guide discussions 
about the commonalities of these texts, such 
as their text features . Emphasize how the 
photographs and captions in a book can be used 
to help clarify the meaning of the text . As they 
read, ask students to explain how the charts, 
maps, and diagrams they encounter in these 
texts convey information .

•  Group students who are reading literature. Have 
students in the group read books at their level 
that are all fictional works . Before and during 
reading, talk about the key qualities of fiction, 
including character development, setting, and 
plot . Have students briefly summarize each 
section as they read and discuss the themes that 
the stories convey . Provide opportunities for 

students to describe how a chapter fits into the 
overall story, how the characters’ perspectives 
and attitudes change, and how the setting 
affects the plot .

small Group  
instructional Plan
Once you have organized your small groups, use 
the following instructional plan as a guide for your 
discussions . This plan implements a before-, during-, 
and after-reading approach that provides students 
with the support they need to improve their 
comprehension skills .

Before Reading
Guide students in previewing the title and cover of 
the book . Have volunteers share what they think the 
book will be about . Ask students to describe their 
prior knowledge about the topic .

Conduct brief before-reading activities such as the 
following to informally assess students’ abilities to 
meet the Common Core State Standards:

•  Have students talk in pairs about what questions 
they would like the text to answer . sL.6.1, sL.7.1, 
sL.8.1 

•  Have students skim the book for unfamiliar 
terms . Encourage them to use the book’s 
glossary or a dictionary to determine the word’s 
meaning . L.6.4c, L.7.4c, L.8.4c

•  Have pairs of students work together to 
complete the activities on the Smart Word 
vocabulary card that is linked to their book . 
L.6.5, L.6.6, L.7.5, L.7.6, L.8.5, L.8.6

small Group Guided instruction
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During Reading
As students read sections of the text, guide small-
group discussions about what they have read so far . 

Conduct brief during-reading activities such as the 
following to informally assess students’ abilities to 
meet the Common Core State Standards:

•  Have students work in pairs to talk about 
their opinions of the topic in general and the 
information presented in their books . Ask 
students to identify which of their partner’s 
claims are best supported by evidence and which 
are not . sL.6.3, sL.7.3, sL.8.3

•  Discuss how students use context to figure out 
the meaning of an unfamiliar word as they read . 
At the end of each section, ask: What words on 
this page were unfamiliar to you? What other 
words in the text give you clues about what the 
unfamiliar word means? L.6.4a, L.7.4a, L.8.4a

•  As appropriate, pose questions to students about 
the content they have read to target the Literacy 
in History/Social Studies standards:

•  Ask: What is one main idea of this section? 
What evidence from the text helps you 
understand this main idea? RH.6–8.1

•  Ask students to summarize what they’ve 
read so far in two to three sentences using 
their own words . RH.6–8.2

•  Have students identify the author’s point 
of view . Ask: How did you determine the 
point of view? What facts and opinions does 
the author include in the text? RH.6–8.6, 
RH.6–8.8

•  As appropriate, pose questions to students about 
the content they have read to target the Literacy 
in Science and Technical Subjects standards:

•  Ask: What are the main ideas or conclusions 
of the text? Rst.6–8.1

•  Have students describe how the text is 
organized . Then have them explain how this 
organization helps them to understand the 
topic . Rst.6–8.5

•  Have students identify the various text 
features in their book (diagrams, graphs, 
tables) . Discuss how each feature relates to 
the information in the written text .  
Rst.6–8.7

•  As appropriate, guide discussions of 
informational texts with the following prompts:

•  Have students in the group agree upon 
the main ideas of the text . Then ask them 
to describe how the main ideas have been 
developed in what they have read so far . 
Ri.6.2, Ri.7.2, Ri.8.2 

•  Have each student in the group select one 
sentence from the text that they’ve read 
so far and explain to the group how the 
information in that sentence contributes to a 
main idea of the text . Ri.6.5, Ri.7.5, Ri.8.5

•  Ask: What do you think is the author’s 
purpose in writing this text? Why? Ri.6.6, 
Ri.7.6, Ri.8.6

small Group instructional Plan

ELLELL
english-Language Learners
The Small Group suggestions will also benefit English-language learners (ELL) . It is important 
for ELL readers to hear and experience fluent reading . Shared reading and partner reading 
experiences are particularly helpful . The Smart Word cards give Spanish-speaking ELL readers 
linguistic support as they use their Spanish skills to learn new words in English .
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•  As appropriate, guide discussions of literature 
with the following prompts:

•  Have students describe a conclusion they 
have made about one of the characters in 
the story, based on what they have read so 
far . Ask them to point out evidence in the 
text that led them to draw this conclusion . 
RL.6.1, RL.7.1, RL.8.1

•  Lead a discussion about figurative language 
that is used in the text . Have students 
identify examples of figurative language . 
For each example, discuss what the language 
means and how it contributes to the text . 
RL.6.4, L.6.5, RL.7.4, L.7.5, RL.8.4, L.8.5

•  Ask: How would you describe the points of 
view of the characters and narrator in the 
story? What language or techniques does 
the author use to create these different 
points of view? RL.6.6, RL.7.6, RL.8.6

Distribute copies of the graphic organizers from 
pages 10–13 of this Teacher Guide . 

•  extended K-W-L Chart (p . 10): Enables students 
to record what they know, what they want to 
know, and what they have learned .

•  Main idea and Details Chart (p . 11): Allows 
students to identify the text’s main ideas and 
supporting details .

•  Context Clues Chart (p . 12): Provides students 
with an organized way to record how context 
clues help them determine a word’s meaning .

•  synonyms and Antonyms Web (p . 13): Helps 
students extend and explore synonyms, 
antonyms, and shades of meaning

small Group  
instructional Plan
After Reading
After students finish reading, guide a discussion 
about what they learned, what opinions they have 
about what they read, and what questions they still 
have. Follow up on the during-reading discussions, 
giving students a chance to elaborate on their 
understanding of the text now that they have 
finished reading .

Conduct brief after-reading activities such as the 
following to informally assess students’ abilities to 
meet the Common Core State Standards:

•  Ask students to provide a brief, yet complete, 
summary of the story or informational text they 
read . RL.6.2, Ri.6.2, RL.7.2, Ri.7.2, RL.8.2, Ri.8.2

•  For informational titles, pose a critical-thinking 
question related to the topic students read 
about and ask them to use evidence to explain 
their reasoning . Ri.6.1, Ri.7.1, Ri.8.1

•  For fictional titles, have groups of students 
perform skits of a scene from the story . Then 
discuss how the experience of reading a story 
is similar to and different from seeing the story 
performed . RL.6.7, RL.7.7, RL.8.7 

•  Provide opportunities for students to improve 
their presenting skills by having them make a 
brief presentation to the group or class . Review 
the importance of eye contact, adequate 
volume, and pronunciation . sL.6.4, sL.7.4, sL.8.4
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Assessment
Writing
Use the leveled books students have read as a 
starting point for written assignments that assess 
students’ comprehension and writing skills . 

The following suggested writing assignments 
target students’ abilities to achieve the Common 
Core Writing Standards and the Writing Standards 
for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 
Technical Subjects:

•  Ask students to write clear, coherent pieces of 
informational or fictional writing . W.6.4, W.7.4, 
W.8.4, WHst.6–8.4 Examples include:

•  Argumentative: Have students write an 
argumentative essay related to the topic of 
the book they read . Provide students with 
the criteria that will be used to evaluate 
their writing, such as their organization, 
their support of their opinion with relevant 
evidence, and their use of a formal style .  
W.6.1, W.7.1, W.8.1, WHst.6–8.1

•  informational: Have students write an 
informational report related to the topic of 
the book they read . Provide students with 
the criteria that will be used to evaluate 
their writing, such as their development 
of ideas, their use of precise language, 
and their transitions . W.6.2, W.7.2, W.8.2, 
WHst.6–8.2

•  narrative: Have students write a narrative 
related to the topic of the book they read . 
Provide students with the criteria that will 
be used to evaluate their writing, such as 
their ability to engage the reader, their use 
of narrative techniques, and their use of 
sensory language .  W.6.3, W.7.3, W.8.3

•  Have students participate in writing workshops 
in which they review each other’s writing, 
provide constructive feedback, and revise their 
drafts . W.6.5, W.7.5, W.8.5, WHst.6–8.5

•  Have students use technology to produce 
written responses to their leveled reader . 
Distribute copies of the essay Planner (p . 14)  
to help students organize their writing .  
W.6.6, W.7.6, W.8.6, WHst.6–8.6

Research
Use the leveled books students have read as a 
starting point for research topics that can be used  
as another form of assessment . 

The following suggested research assignments 
target students’ abilities to achieve the Common 
Core Writing Standards and the Writing Standards 
for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 
Technical Subjects:

•  Guide a discussion with the group about a 
possible research question related to the topic 
they all read about . Then have them conduct a 
short research project to answer the question . 
W.6.7, W.7.7, W.8.7, WHst.6–8.7

•  Have students work in pairs to conduct research 
projects related to their particular topic . Remind 
them to find relevant information from more 
than one source . W.6.8, W.7.8, W.8.8, WHst.6–8.8

•  Provide students with a writing prompt related 
to their topic that requires them to analyze 
an aspect of the topic . Then have them write 
a detailed answer to the prompt, drawing on 
evidence from different sources to support their 
answer . W.6.9, W.7.9, W.8.9, WHst.6–8.9
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Reading Log
NAME _____________________________________________________________________________

Title and Author Date Easy Hard
Just  

Right
Explain

Use this Reading Log to record books you read . Write the title of  
the book, the author’s name, and the date you read the book .  
Tell if the book is easy, Hard, or Just Right. Then tell why .

What is your favorite book? Write the title on the back of this log. Then 
write a summary to a friend . Be sure to tell why you liked the book .



Permission is hereby granted to reproduce pages 
10, 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15 of this publication 
in complete pages for classroom use with the 
Sundance/Newbridge MIddle Grades Book 
Collections . Any other use requires written 
permission from the publisher .

Copyright ©2012 Sundance/Newbridge, LLC

Sundance/Newbridge Publishing 
33 Boston Post Road West 
Suite 440 
Marlborough, MA 01752 
All rights reserved .

Printed in China
827164

Sundance/Newbridge stands behind its levels as 
good guidelines; however, teachers must use them 
as a point of reference and set their own level 
standards for their students.

†  Guided Reading Levels (GRL) assigned by Sundance using the text characteristics described by Fountas and Pinnell 
in Guided Reading (Heinemann 1996) and Guiding Readers and Writers, Grades 3–6 (Heinemann 2001).

*  Early Intervention Levels (EIL) are based on Reading Recovery®, a registered trademark of the Ohio State University.

§  Developmental Reading Level Assessment (DRA), developed by Joetta Beaver, is a method of assessing and  
documenting achievement within a literature-based instructional program.

‡  The Lexile Framework® for Reading is a scientific approach to reading measurement, providing a common scale for 
matching reader ability and text difficulty. This allows educators and parents to quickly estimate expected reading 
comprehension and monitor progress. 

  Grade Level GRL† EIL* DRA § Lexile® ‡

Grade Four

O–P – 34–38

Q–S – 40
600–900

Grade Five

S – 40

T–V – 50 700–1000

W – 60

Grade Six

U–V – 50

W–X–Y – 60
800–1050

Grade Seven & Eight

X–Y – 60
900–1100

Z – 70–80


