
 InTRoducE
Tap Prior Knowledge  Ask students to discuss frogs or 
photos of frogs they have seen. Remind students that many 
stories present frogs in fictional, fanciful ways. Explain that in 
this book, they will read about real frogs in nature.

Preview  Have students read the table of contents and then 
scan the text and illustrations of the book. Point out that 
some of the lesson titles are questions, such as “Who stole 
my tail?” and “Where am I?” Have students predict what 
they will learn, and list their ideas on the board. Encourage 
students to notice questions in the text as they read and to 
think of possible answers to the questions.

 TEAch
Have students read the book, and then use the following 
questions and teaching strategies.

WhAT ARE fRoGS? (pp. 4–5)

Text Feature: Diagram and Labels  On page 5, 
explain that the labels on the diagram match the numbered 
paragraphs in the text. Have students use the numbers to 
identify each characteristic. Encourage students to look for the 
seven characteristics in photos of frogs throughout the book.

Vocabulary  Pronounce the word amphibian and have 
students repeat it. Explain that the prefix amphi- means 
“both.” Ask: Why are frogs classified as amphibians? (They  
live both on land and in water.) 

WhERE do you fInd fRoGS? (pp. 6–7)

Text Feature: Photos and Captions  Explain that 
captions provide additional information about a photo. 
Discuss how readers often benefit by reading the main 
text first and then studying the photos and captions. Have 
students find and read the caption for each photo on pages 
6 and 7.

Ask: Do you think more frogs live in the desert, the snowy 
environment, or the rainforest? (the rainforest) Why? (Frogs 
need water, and the rainforest has the most water.) Discuss 
how frogs, like many living things, thrive better in warm 
weather than cold weather.

cRoAky RomAncE (pp. 8–9)

Point out the photo of the gel-like froth, or frog spawn, on 
page 9. Then have students read the caption. Ask: How do 
you think frog spawn might help the eggs inside it? (The 
spawn hides the eggs; it keeps the eggs from floating away 
in the water.) Discuss how fish, birds, and other animals 
will eat frog eggs and baby frogs. The spawn increases the 
likelihood that more frog eggs will survive and hatch. 

Identify Sequence of Events
Discuss how the photos on pages 10–13 show the sequence of 
events in a frog’s life cycle. Have students trace the arrows that 
connect the photos and then read the captions. Explain that the 
events in the life cycle occur in one order, as the arrows indicate. 

conTEnT vocAbuLARy
amphibian  p. 4

carnivore  p. 4

cold-blooded  p. 4

spawn  p. 9

herbivore  p. 11

metamorphosis  p. 12

As students read the book, have them use context 
clues to define the bold-faced vocabulary words. 

TIER 2 vocAbuLARy WoRdS 
absorb  p. 5

feature  p. 5

tropics  p. 6

cocoon  p. 20

burrow  p. 21

Use the Smart Word card to teach Tier 2  
words included in the narrative text.

ScIEncE focuS

•  Sequence and describe the  
life cycle of frogs.

•  Discuss behaviors that help 
frogs survive in different  
environments.

REAdInG focuS

• Compare and Contrast

• Identify Sequence of Events

•  Text Features: Photos, 
Diagrams, Illustrations

TEAchER GuIdEHow are all frogs alike, and how 
can they differ from one another? 
How do tadpoles change as they 
grow? Students will discover the 
weird, wild, and wonderful world 
of frogs through text, photos, and 
fun frog “fact bites.” 

Guided Reading Level L 
Lexile Measure 590L

Tips  for Spanish Speakers

Name and Talk About Your Words
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Cognates  These words from the book might already be words you know in Spanish. They look alike, and they share the same meanings:

English
Spanish amphibian (p. 4)anfibio

absorb (p. 5)
absorber

tropics (p. 6)
trópicos

metamorphosis (p. 12)metamorfosis desert (p. 20)
desierto

1  absorb (p. 5): to take in something, like water, and 
hold it inside

2  feature (p. 5): a part or detail that stands out3  tropics (p. 6): hot, wet part of the world4  cocoon (p. 20): a case that is made by an animal 
to seal itself inside

5  burrow (p. 21): to make a hole or tunnel
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From Tadpole to Frog

Draw a picture of a tadpole and an adult frog in the first row. 

Then answer the questions to complete the chart.

Young tadpole Adult frog

Draw a picture.

How many legs 
are there?

Does it have  
a tail?

How does  
it breathe?

What does it eat?

Where does  
it live?

Name ________________________________   Date ________________________
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Complete the paragraph. 

Fill in each blank with a word from the box.  

Name ________________________________   Date ________________________

amphibians carnivores cold-blooded
herbivores metamorphosis spawn

 Frogs are classified as  because they live parts of 

their lives in water and on land. Frog eggs develop in  

that protects them. They hatch into tadpoles and then undergo 

 to become adults. Many tadpoles are  

that eat plants, but all adult frogs are  that eat meat. 

Frogs are  because they gain or lose heat through their 

thin skin.

Tongue  

Skin color 

Croaking sounds 

Write sentences on the lines.  

Tell how each feature helps a frog survive.
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ELL STRATEGIES
•  Have students use the Smart Word card to name, explore, and use Tier 2 words 

and to compare the words in English and Spanish.

•  Review the definitions of the content vocabulary words. Discuss how the parts of 
long words can be clues to the definitions. For example, meta- means “change,” 
and morph- means “form.” Metamorphosis is a change of form. The suffix -vore 
means “eater.” An herbivore eats plants, and a carnivore eats meat.

•  Turn to page 20 and point to the word desert. Ask: Does this word mean a sweet 
treat at the end of dinner? (No, that is a dessert.) Discuss how many English 
words look and sound alike. The contexts of their use are clues to the intended 
meaning. The word desert is also used as a verb that means “to leave behind.”

ARE TAdpoLES fISh? (pp. 10–11)

Ask: Do tadpoles look more like adult frogs or small fish?  
(small fish) How are tadpoles like fish? (They have thin bodies 
with tails; they swim; they breathe underwater through gills.)

Who SToLE my TAIL? (pp. 12–13)

Discuss the similar organization of pages 10–11 and pages 
12–13. The four pages work together to show the complete 
life cycle of a frog, from egg to tadpole to adult.  

A fLIck of ThE TonGuE (pp. 14–15)

Text Feature: Using Illustrations  On page 15, invite 
students to use a ruler to measure the length of the frog’s 
tongue and then the length of its body. The tongue in the 
photo is about 3 inches long, only a little shorter than the 
body length. Have students imagine how their eating habits 
might change if their tongue were as long as their body! 

Compare and Contrast
Pages 16–21 present different kinds of frogs. Point out that 
the text discusses the features that make certain frogs unique. 
Encourage students to compare and contrast the frogs shown on 
these pages. Explain that to compare is to identify how things  
are alike and that to contrast is to identify how things are different.

WhERE Am I? (pp. 16–17)

Have students compare and contrast the photos of frogs on 
pages 16 and 17. Ask: How do the skin colors of these frogs 
help them survive? (Their colors help them blend into their  
environment, making them hard to see.) 

fRoGS In TREES (pp. 18–19)

Ask: How are the bodies of tree frogs unusual? (Tree frogs 
have longer, thinner bodies and legs. Some tree frogs have 
pads on their fingers and toes that help them grip tree 
branches.) Discuss how the long, thin legs help the tree frog 
climb, while short, more muscular legs are better for hopping.

cAn fRoGS LIvE In dESERTS? (pp. 20–21)

Point out the desert burrowing frog shown on page 21. Ask: 
Why does this frog have a fat, round shape? (It stores water 
under its skin.) How does storing water help the frog survive? 
(The frog needs water, and water is scarce in the desert.) 

REmEmbER ThIS? (p. 22)

Sequence: How does a frog change as it grows 
and develops? (Frog eggs hatch into tadpoles that 
look like tiny fish. A tadpole grows legs, loses its tail, and 
develops lungs to become an adult frog.)

 REvIEW
Distribute the Graphic Organizer “From Tadpole to Frog”  
(p. TG 2). Have students complete it individually, in pairs, or 
as a class. 

Discuss the book as a class. Encourage students to discuss 
their favorite pages, relate the content to their experiences 
and ideas, and ask and respond to any questions they have.

LocaL connection
On a warm evening, bring an audio recorder to a local pond 
or other place where frogs live. Record their sounds, and 
then play them for the class. Alternatively, listen to frog 
sounds from an Internet site.

 ASSESS 
Copy and distribute the Quiz (p. TG 3). Have students work 
individually or in pairs to complete the questions. 

Graphic Organizer  legs: 0, 4; tail: no, yes; breathe: through 
gills, with lungs; eat: plants, animals; live: in the water, on land

Quiz  Paragraph: amphibians, spawn, metamorphosis, herbivores, 
carnivores, cold-blooded. Tongue: A long, sticky tongue helps a 
frog catch insects. Skin color: A frog’s color may help it hide by 
blending into the background. Croaking sounds: A frog may croak 
to attract a mate or frighten enemies. 
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