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Why Teach Nonfiction? 

Nonfiction can be as appealing and interesting
as fiction. It provides opportunities to model
good reading behaviors, such as predicting,
inferring, and summarizing, in a content-laden
setting. It also exposes students to new language
structures such as explanation and procedural
text. They learn to synthesize information from
multiple sources, such as headings, captions,
and charts. 

About Shared Reading
Shared reading is a collaborative learning
activity that helps students enjoy books 
without the pressure of having to read fluently
on their own. Knowing that others are reading
along with them adds to the enjoyment of the
experience. Shared reading also provides an
opportunity to teach reading and writing skills
directly in a supportive environment.

Shared reading of Big Books is an excellent way
to introduce nonfiction. Move slowly through the
book as you read together. While you may wish to
read the Big Book through once for pleasure,
often with nonfiction you may prefer to dip in to
read a section in a session of 20–30 minutes. You
may reread the book, or any section of it, several
times for different purposes.

Read and reread sentences. Invite students to
make predictions, ask questions, and explore the
special features of nonfiction, such as the table of
contents, glossary, index, labels, maps, diagrams,
and charts. Model the ways good readers read
nonfiction texts successfully to engage students
in effective reading strategies and behaviors.

Students may wish to read the text independently.
After a few readings, place the small student
books in the literacy center. As students become
better readers, they will gather information that
adds to their understanding of the social studies
concepts presented in the Big Book.

About Shared/Interactive Writing
Shared/interactive writing is a collaborative
writing experience in which teachers and 
students compose a text together. Typically,
teachers act as scribes, eliciting ideas from
students and negotiating the text structure 
and word choice. Help students understand
where to begin, what letters spell a word, and
when to leave spaces or use punctuation. Invite
students to help with spelling and other familiar
conventions.

As students learn more about the writing process,
invite them to “share the pen” and write a recently
learned letter, letter cluster, word, or phrase. Since
the resulting text is intended to be used for shared
reading by students, proofread with the students
to check for standard spelling. Keep sessions brief,
and make sure that everyone is actively involved.
Some teachers give wipe boards to all students so
that everyone can try out new letters or words.

Informational texts provide many opportunities
for shared/interactive writing. After reading a
nonfiction Big Book, you may wish to work with
students to create new captions for some of the
illustrations. At another session, you can add
additional entries to the glossary or write new
headings. Use the basic structure of the book
to compose new pages based on students’ 
personal experiences with the topic. Record
students’ questions about the subject, and chart
new information.

Through shared/interactive writing, students learn
how informational texts work by becoming insid-
ers who write nonfiction themselves. Having many
short shared-writing opportunities throughout
the day supports students as they move toward
becoming independent writers.
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Teaching Nonfiction to English

Language Learners

Social studies Big Books present a unique 
context for developing both language skills 
and content knowledge for English Language
Learners (ELLs). The Big Books present 
vocabulary within a context and provide 
shared learning experiences. Shared reading
creates a supportive environment in which all
students can participate at their level. Use 
these opportunities to build confidence and
enthusiasm, as well as knowledge and skills, 
by praising effort and minimizing structural
error correction.

Before Reading
Best practices for teaching ELLs in the content
areas include pre-lesson activities that focus
on content vocabulary and accessing prior
knowledge.

◆ Capitalize on the photographs. Go through the
Big Book several times using the photographs
to build content comprehension and establish
the sequence of events.

◆ Preview and develop the content vocabulary
using the visuals. Speak simply, and provide
multiple repetitions of the content vocabulary.
Then you may wish to build a word wall.

◆ Access students’ prior knowledge by inviting
those who have some knowledge of English to
tell what they know about the subject of the
Big Book.

Reading the Big Books
Reading the Big Book with ELLs presents
opportunities for language development.

◆ Read the Big Book to the students to help
them build their listening vocabulary and 
to model fluent reading. When Big Books 
are used as read-alouds, students hear 
English vocabulary, pronunciation, rhythm,
and intonation.

◆ Use the read-aloud time to point out 
proper nouns, important content words, 
or words that start with the same initial 
letters and sounds.

◆ Point out sequences of action, and model
identifying main ideas.

◆ Encourage students to read aloud with you,
saying the words with which they are familiar,
but allow sufficient “wait time” for students to
process information.

Comprehending Social Studies Content
Big Books provide a special reading 
experience that you can return to with 
students to build comprehension.

◆ As you read, chunk the material. At the end 
of each short chunk, model summarizing
information frequently.

◆ Use dramatic gestures and facial expressions
to help students comprehend the content.
Allow students to respond in the same way.

◆ Practice the three Rs—revisit, review, and
repeat.

◆ Model recalling and retelling the selection
several times, and then help students do the
retelling.

◆ Provide opportunities for ELLs to work with
other students.

◆ After ELLs are familiar with the Big Book
content, they can use the smaller student
books in cooperative learning groups and 
as resources for ideas and vocabulary.

Young learners love the security of familiar
repetitions. As they become comfortable with the
content, they can see and feel their own growth
over time.
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Instructional Overview

Summary

America’s Symbols introduces students to the con-
cept of symbols and the history of six patriotic sym-
bols. Students learn that people living in the United
States share certain ideals and use symbols to repre-
sent these ideals. Symbols featured in the book
include the American flag, the Liberty Bell, the bald
eagle, the Seal of the President and the Great Seal of
the United States, and the White House.

Standards

◆ Time, Continuity, and Change
◆ Power, Authority, and Governance
◆ Civic Ideals and Practices

Main Ideas

◆ The American flag and the Liberty Bell
symbolize the ideal of freedom and the
colonies’ fight for freedom from England.

◆ The bald eagle represents the American
values of strength, bravery, and freedom.

◆ The presidency and the ideals of peace and
strength are symbolized by the seals of the
United States.

◆ America’s symbols remind all people living in
this country that they are free.

Thinking Skills

This Teacher’s Resource Book includes 
activities to practice the following 
thinking skills:

◆ Comparing and Contrasting, page 8
◆ Analyzing Primary Sources, page 9
◆ Identifying Main Idea and Details, page 12
◆ Recording Information/Summarizing, page 13

Vocabulary

The following words are highlighted in the Big
Book. The root form of each word, along with 
its definition, can be found in the Glossary of the
Big Book.

national anthem
symbol
colonies
freedom
minutemen
Declaration of Independence
seal

Nonfiction Features

The Teacher’s Resource Book offers ideas for
teaching these features:

◆ Maps, page 8
◆ Captions, page 9
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Assessment Overview

This book provides many opportunities for 
both informal and formal assessment of 
student progress.

◆ Thinking Skills questions in the Teaching
Notes allow you to observe students’ thought
processes and assess comprehension.

◆ Ongoing Assessment features provide a
quick, easy way to tell whether students have
grasped important concepts.

◆ A Rubric on page 14 of this book can help
you evaluate each student’s grasp of the social
studies concepts.

◆ An Assessment Activity reproducible on
page 20 of this book enables you to assess
students’ comprehension of the social studies
content of America’s Symbols.

Using the Assessment Activity
Give each student a copy of the Assessment
Activity reproducible America’s Symbols,
on page 20. Read the directions aloud with
students. Have them cut and paste the symbols
of our country below the main idea. Discuss the
completed sheets with students, and have
them write about what these symbols mean to
all Americans.

Social Studies Activities

Preview page 15 to identify which social studies
activities you may wish to use for whole class,
small group, or individual work.

Reaching Out
Suggestions for visiting a school or com-

munity library to learn about other
American symbols are given. You may
wish to plan ahead by arranging
a visit to a nearby library or your

school library.

Focus on Economics
Students draw state coin designs to teach other
students about different state symbols.

Class Project
Students design a flag for their state.

Writing Workshop

Preview page 16 for shared/interactive, 
guided, and independent writing activities.

Shared/Interactive Writing
After learning about the national bird on pages
10–11 of the Big Book, students suggest ideas
for another national animal.

Guided Writing Minibook
The Minibook for America’s 

Symbols contains space for 
students to draw and write 
about U.S. symbols. 

You will find complete notes on constructing
and writing the Minibook in the Writing
Workshop on page 16. You may wish to have
students write in their Minibooks at different
times during your reading of the Big Book, or
have them write the Minibooks as a separate
activity.

Independent Writing
Independent writing prompts
are given at point of use
throughout the Teaching 
Notes under More to Do. 
Page 16 lists additional 
writing prompts for use in 
your writing center.

America’s

Symbols
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Introducing America’s Symbols

ACCESSING PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

To find out what students already know about
America’s symbols, begin with questions such
as these:

◆ What things in our classroom remind you of
our country?

◆ Why do you think we say the Pledge of
Allegiance and sing songs about America?

On chart paper, draw a KWL chart like the one
shown. In the first column, write main ideas and
details that came up in your discussion of U.S.
symbols. As you read the book with students,
you can add information to this and the other
two columns. 

A reproducible of the KWL chart appears on page 19.

INTRODUCING THE BOOK

Display the cover of America’s Symbols, and
read the title together. Point out the author’s
name and the photo on the cover.

◆ What colors do you see on the cover?
Do any of these colors have a special meaning?

◆ Describe what you see in the photo. Where
else have you seen this kind of bird?

◆ Why do you think the author chose this
photo for the cover of the book?

◆ Do you think the bird might be a symbol?
Why do you think that?

Turn to the back cover, and read the blurb
aloud, tracking the type. Then ask volunteers to
name some of the things mentioned in the blurb
that remind them of America. Help students

understand the meaning of “being proud” by
telling them that when people feel proud of
America, they are happy to live in our great
country. Then turn to the table of contents, and
direct students’ attention to the photograph.

◆ What do you notice in this photo that makes
you think of America? (eagle, flag)

◆ What do you think the dates in the photo
mean?

Explain to students that they will learn about the
importance of 1776 as they read the Big Book.
Add that 1976 was the 200th birthday of the
United States. Redirect students’ attention to the
table of contents. Together, read the chapter titles.

◆ What do you think we will read about on
page 2? 

Turn to the page to confirm students’ responses.
You may wish to repeat the procedure for pages
10 and 14.

READING THE BOOK

You may spend one session just introducing the
book. When you return to read it, look again at
the cover and review students’ ideas about the
content. Guide students to use their predictions
to set a purpose for reading. Later, after students
have read the book, talk about whether the book
confirmed their predictions or surprised them.

Read the book in segments, or even two pages
at a time, setting a purpose for reading each
time. Gather information from photographs.
When appropriate, spend time interpreting
information from a nonfiction feature such as
the maps on page 5.

You may reread all or parts of the book several
times for different purposes. Students may enjoy
choosing a topic from the table of contents or
the Index to read about. The Shared Reading
Notes provide support in developing key social
studies ideas and teaching nonfiction features.

What We Know What We Want
to Know

What We
Have Learned
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PAGES 2–3

What’s the Big Idea?

The American flag is an important symbol of our
country, the United States of America. “The Star-
Spangled Banner” honors the flag.

SHARED READING NOTES

Read aloud the heading on page 2.

◆ What are some of the things we do with the
American flag? (pledge our allegiance to it, salute
it, fly it) 

Then read aloud the first two sentences on page
2 with students, and direct their attention to the
photographs on pages 2 and 3. Have students
count the flags they see.

◆ Where have you waved a flag or seen others
do so? (athletic events, holiday celebrations,
parades)

Then focus on the photo on page 2.

◆ Where do you think this photo was taken?
What clues tell you that?

◆ Why do you think the American flag is
displayed at games and other events? (to show
pride in America)

Have students observe the way the band mem-
bers in the photograph are holding the flag. Point
out that one way we show respect for the flag is
by keeping it from touching the ground. Then
direct students’ attention to the photo on page 3.

◆ Why do you think the children are waving
flags?

Read the rest of page 2 to confirm for students
that these photos were taken at a football game
and a parade. Then have students read the first
paragraph on page 3 with you. 

◆ What do you notice about the words national
anthem? Where else can we find these words
in the book?

Turn to the Glossary, and have a volunteer read
aloud the definition of national anthem. Explain
that an anthem is a song.

Redirect students’ attention to the text on page 3.
Point out to students that “Star-Spangled” means
“sprinkled with stars.” Have a volunteer point to
the distribution of stars on the American flag to
illustrate the concept. You may wish to bring a
recording of “The Star-Spangled Banner” to class
to play for students.

◆ In what places do people sing the national
anthem?

Read aloud the last line on page 3. Use the
Glossary definition to help explain the meaning
of symbol. Turn back to the front cover of the
Big Book. Remind students that the eagle is also
an important American symbol.

Help students conclude that we show off our
national symbols because we are proud of the
country they stand for.

KWL Chart You may wish to
add information about the
American flag and the national
anthem to the third column of
your KWL chart.

MORE TO DO

Independent Writing

For pages 2–3, provide writing
prompts on chart paper or on
sentence strips in a center with
the Big Book or with a small
copy of the book. Suggest that
students look at the photo-
graphs and respond to these
prompts:

◆ Look at the photo on page 2. What are some
of the things you see at a sports event? What
sounds do you hear? What foods do you
smell?

◆ Look at the photo on page 3. Where are the
children? Describe what they are seeing.

America’s

Symbols

pages 2–3
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PAGES 4–5

What’s the Big Idea?

Early America was made up of 13 colonies. 

SHARED READING NOTES

Have students read the first sentence on page 4
as you track the words. Ask a volunteer to turn
to the Glossary and read the entry for colonies to
the class. Tell students that they will learn more
about the 13 colonies in America’s Symbols.

Direct students’ attention to the picture on page
4, and read the remaining text with them. Then
have students answer the question on the page.

Tell students that the flag on this page became
the official flag of our country long ago. Ask a
volunteer to count the stripes on the flag. Tell
students that at one time in America’s history, a
stripe was added each time a new state was
added to the United States. Eventually, Congress
decided to set the number of stripes at 13 to
remind Americans of the 13 original colonies.

Read aloud the text at the top of page 5 with stu-
dents. Then direct students’ attention to the maps.

▲ Teaching Nonfiction: Maps Locate the map
title, and have students read it with you. Point
out that the map title explains what the map
shows and usually appears at the top or the
bottom of a map in a special box. Have students
examine the maps.

◆ How are the two maps alike? How are they
different?

◆ What does the small map show us?

Explain that the small map is called an inset map.

◆ How does the inset map help us? (It shows us
where the colonies fit into the outline of the United
States today.) ▲

Teaching Notes

Thinking Skill: Compare and Contrast
Display a current U.S. map that includes Alaska
and Hawaii next to the map of the colonies on
page 5. Tell students that the map on this page
shows what America looked like long ago. Have
students talk about the ways in which the cur-
rent map and the maps on page 5 are alike and
different.

◆ What does the map of the United States as it
looks today show us? What does the large
map on page 5 show us?

◆ What happened to the United States between
the time of the 13 colonies and now? How do
the maps show this? 

◆ Why are the maps on page 5 important?
What kinds of things can you learn from
those maps?

KWL Chart You may wish 
to add information about 
the 13 colonies to the 
third column of your 
chart.

ONGOING ASSESSMENT

◆ What do the stars on the flag on page 4
stand for?

◆ What do the maps on page 5 show?

MORE TO DO

Guided Writing Minibook You may wish to
have students complete page 1 of the Minibook
after reading pages 4–5 of the Big Book.
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can gather simply by looking at it. Read the cap-
tion under the top photograph with students.
Ask a volunteer to read aloud the definition for
Declaration of Independence in the Glossary. 

Thinking Skill: Analyze Primary Sources
Redirect students’ attention to the top photo
on the page. Explain that the photo shows a
painting of the signing of the Declaration of
Independence. Point out the serious expressions
and poses of the men and the somber feeling of
the room.

◆ Where do you think these men came from?
(all 13 colonies)

◆ Why do you think this painting is important? 

Ask students where else in the book they have
seen the numbers 1776. Turn to the contents
page, and point out the date on the barn.

◆ Why do you think the owners have painted
1776 on the front of their barn?

Read aloud the caption next to the bottom photo
as you track the words. Point out that independ-
ence is another way to say freedom.

◆ How do you think the two photos are related?
Which event happened first? Why do you
think so?

◆ How is July 4 celebrated each year in your
community? 

Independent Writing

For pages 6–7, provide 
writing prompts on 
chart paper or on 
sentence strips in a 
center with the Big 
Book or with a small 
copy of the book.

◆ Write about a Fourth of July parade you have
watched. What did you see in the parade?
What kind of music did you hear? 

◆ Think of an important American who served
his or her country. Should a statue be made
of this person? Why do you think that?

PAGES 6–7

What’s the Big Idea?

The 13 colonies won their freedom from
England and became the United States of
America.

SHARED READING NOTES

Have a student read the heading on page 6.

◆ What do you think the word freedom means?

Read the text on the page and the Glossary defi-
nition to confirm students’ ideas. 

◆ Why was freedom important to the colonists?
(They wanted to choose their own leaders.)

Tell students that the colonists also wanted the
freedom to worship, to belong to whatever
groups they wanted, and to speak out and give
their opinions. Then have students describe
what they see in the photo on page 6. 

◆ Do you think the statue is of a soldier? Why
do you think that?

◆ How can we find out more about the statue?

▲ Teaching Nonfiction: Captions Point out the
caption under the photograph on page 6, and
ask students to read it with you. Then draw
students’ attention to the word minutemen.

◆ What two smaller words do you notice in the
word minutemen? How can we find out what
this word means?

Confirm students’ ideas by locating the defini-
tion in the Glossary and reading it aloud. Point
out that the minutemen helped the 13 colonies in
their fight for freedom from England. Then ask
students how the caption helped them under-
stand the photo. ▲

Direct students’ attention to the top of page 7.
Have them read aloud the text as you track the
words. Then have students examine the photo-
graphs. Remind them that a caption provides
more information about a photograph than you

America’s

Symbols

pages 6–7
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Have students read the text at the top of page 9
with you. Ask a volunteer to define the word
liberty. Point out to students that the words liberty,
freedom, and independence have a similar
meaning. Then redirect students’ attention to the
photograph on page 9. Trace the crack in the bell.
Explain to students that no one knows for sure
when the Liberty Bell cracked.

KWL Chart Review your KWL
chart and add information about
the Liberty Bell to the third col-
umn. You may also wish to add
students’ questions about the
bell to the second column.

ONGOING ASSESSMENT

Have students write captions that tell more
about the photo on page 9. Select several
captions to read aloud as a review of the
material on pages 8–9.

PAGES 8–9

What’s the Big Idea?

The Liberty Bell is a symbol of freedom for all
people living in the United States of America.

SHARED READING NOTES

Direct students’ attention to the photograph on
page 8.

◆ What do you notice in this photo? Why do
you think the people are there?

◆ How can we find out more about the photo?

Read the caption aloud.

◆ Why do you think people wanted to show off
the Liberty Bell at a big fair?

Explain that when objects like the Liberty Bell
become symbols, often people feel very proud
when they see these symbols. Direct students’
attention to the text at the top of page 8, and
read it aloud together. Explain that Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, was once the capital of the United
States. Invite a volunteer to locate Pennsylvania
and then Philadelphia on a classroom map. Then
return to the photograph.

◆ What other American symbol do you notice
in the photo?

Direct attention to the photograph on page 9,
and invite a volunteer to locate the worker.

◆ What do you think the worker in this photo
is doing? What are the children doing?

◆ What would you like to ask the worker about
the Liberty Bell?

◆ Why do you think it’s important for people to
visit the Liberty Bell? (to learn more about
important American symbols, to learn about the
past)

Teaching Notes
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ONGOING ASSESSMENT

◆ What bird is an important symbol of the
United States? 

◆ Why was the bald eagle chosen as a symbol
for our country?

MORE TO DO

Word Work: Word Endings Write “leader” and
“flier” on chart paper. Ask students how the
words are alike. (They both end in -er.) Ask stu-
dents to discuss what they think the ending -er
might mean in these words. (a doer) Challenge
the class to look back through the book and
name the kinds of doers they see on the pages.
(wavers, signers, fighters)

Guided Writing Minibook You may wish to
have students write and illustrate page 2 of the
Minibook after reading pages 10–11 of the
Big Book.

Shared/Interactive Writing
See the Writing Workshop on page 16 for an
interactive writing experience about American
symbols.

PAGES 10–11

What’s the Big Idea?

The bald eagle is an important American sym-
bol. It represents the American values of
strength, bravery, and freedom.

SHARED READING NOTES

Direct students’ attention to the photograph on
page 10.

◆ What kind of bird do you think this is? 

Have students read aloud the heading on page
10 to confirm their thoughts.

◆ Where else in this book have we seen this
kind of bird? (on the cover)

You may wish to flip through the Big Book and
look for other places where the eagle appears.
Then have students read the text on page 10 as
you track the words.

◆ Why do you think our leaders chose the
eagle instead of another bird?

◆ If you had to choose a different bird to be a
symbol for our country, what bird would you
choose? Why?

◆ Why do you think this bird is called a bald
eagle? (Students may notice that from a distance
the white feathers make the eagle look bald.)

Direct attention to the text on page 11, and read
it aloud with students. Invite a volunteer to iden-
tify the coin pictured on this page. Then have
students examine the top photograph and read
the caption aloud.

◆ What kind of worker is this? What clues
from the photo make you think so?

◆ Why do you think the bald eagle is used on
coins and at the post office? (The eagle is an
important American symbol.)

◆ In what other places have you seen this
important American symbol?
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Thinking Skill: Identify Main Idea and Details
On chart paper, draw the following chart,
including the main idea statement. Read the
statement to students. Invite volunteers to name
places they have learned about in which the
symbol of the eagle appears. Encourage them to
use complete sentences. You might want to skim
through the book to review where else the eagle
appears. Continue to add more details to the
chart as you complete the Big Book. 

What’s the Big Idea? 

The Seal of the President and the Great Seal of
the United States are symbols of the power of
our country and its leaders.

SHARED READING NOTES

Have students read aloud the heading, and ask
them what they think a seal might be. Have a
volunteer find the entry for seal in the Glossary
and read it aloud to the class. Then ask students
to identify seals on pages 12–13. Make sure they
note the seal on the airplane. Then read aloud
the text on page 12 with students, and have
them examine the photo. Have students read
aloud the caption with you as you track the
words. 

◆ What do you think the word past means?

Help students understand that a “past president”
led our country before the person who is now
the president.

◆ Describe the Seal of the President. What
symbols are part of this seal? (eagle; colors red,
white, and blue)

Then read aloud the first paragraph on page 13
as you track the words.

◆ What is a signature?
◆ Where have you seen signatures?
◆ Why do you think our country needs a

Great Seal?

You may point out that the Great Seal is put on
thousands of documents and government
papers every year. For example, letters to lead-
ers of other countries are marked with the seal.
Have students examine the Seal of the President
and the Great Seal of the United States on page
13. Read the labels together.

◆ How are the seals alike? In what ways are
they different?

Read aloud the second paragraph on page 13
with students. Then read the caption under the
photograph of the dollar bill, and have students
answer the question.

Teaching Notes

MORE TO DO

Guided Writing Minibook You may wish to
have students complete page 3 of the Minibook
after reading pages 12–13 of the Big Book.

Independent Writing

For pages 12–13, provide writ-
ing prompts on chart paper or
on sentence strips in a center
with the Big Book or with a
small copy of the book. Suggest
that students look at the photo-
graphs on page 13 and respond
to the prompts:

◆ Would you like to be the president? What
kinds of things do you think a president
does? Write about a day you might have as
the president.

◆ Choose another animal to appear on the
Great Seal of the United States. Why do you
think that animal is a good choice?

Main Idea: The eagle is an

important American symbol.

The quarter

has an eagle.

The eagle is on the

president’s plane.

america’s

Symbols

pages 12–13



Teaching Notes

PAGES 14–15

13

What’s the Big Idea?

The White House is another symbol of the
United States of America. 

SHARED READING NOTES

Have students read aloud the heading, “The
White House.” Direct their attention to the large
photo on page 14. 

◆ Who lives in the White House? 
◆ Do you think the White House is an important

American symbol? Why do you think that? 
◆ What other American symbol do you notice

in the photo? 
◆ Why do you think the American flag flies

over the White House? 

Have students read the text on page 14 as you
track the words. Point out the smaller photo at
the top of the page. Read aloud with students
the address printed on the street sign. Tell them
that this is the address of the White House.

◆ Do you think that it is important for the
president to have a special house? Why or
why not?

Have students examine the photos on page 15.

◆ Where do you think these rooms are? What
clues make you think this?

◆ How can we find out more about the places
shown in the photos?

Have a volunteer read aloud the caption below
the left-hand photograph, and have students
answer the question.

◆ Why might this room be called the Oval Office?
◆ Why do you think the Seal of the President

appears in the Oval Office? (It shows that the 
president does United States business there.)

Next, have students read the caption above the
right-hand photograph as you track the words,
and have them answer the question.

◆ How many symbols can you find on this
page? (Note that some symbols appear within

symbols, such as the eagles, arrows, and olive
branches within the Seal of the President.)

You may wish to point out to students that the
White House also has a pool, a bowling alley,
and a theater. Direct students’ attention to the
text on page 15. Have them follow along as you
read the text aloud. Explain that citizens of the
United States vote every four years to decide
who will live in the White House as president.

Thinking Skill: Record Information/Summarize
Make a two-column chart on chart paper with
the headings “Symbol” and “Stands For.” Ask
students to identify the symbols they have read
about in the book as you write each in the
appropriate column of the chart. Then have
students summarize what each symbol stands
for. Add this information to the chart.

ONGOING ASSESSMENT

◆ Why is the White House an important
American symbol?

◆ Who lives in the White House? 
◆ What does the president do in the White

House?

MORE TO DO

Word Work: Proper Nouns Tell students that
proper nouns refer to specific people, places, or
things, and begin with a capital letter. For
example, house is not a proper noun, but White
House is. Have students find other proper nouns
on pages 14 and 15. You might point out that
American, on page 15, is a describing word
made from the proper noun America. Invite
students to find other proper nouns in the book.

Guided Writing Minibook You may wish to
have students complete page 4 of the Minibook
after reading pages 14–15 of the Big Book.

Symbol

Liberty Bell

bald eagle

freedom for all Americans

strength, bravery, and freedom

Stands For
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Assessment Activity
A reproducible to help you assess students’ com-
prehension of the social studies content of
America’s Symbols appears on page 20.

Teaching Notes

PAGE 16

What’s the Big Idea?

America’s symbols remind us that we live in a
free country.

SHARED READING NOTES

Have students read the heading and the text on
page 16 as you track the words. Point out to stu-
dents that the phrase “the land of the free . . . and
the home of the brave” comes from America’s
national anthem, which they may know.

Direct students’ attention to the photograph on
page 16.

◆ What symbols of America do you see in this
photo?

◆ What do all of the people in the photo have in
common? (They are all Americans; they all live in a
free country; they all respect America’s symbols.)

BOOK WRAP-UP

KWL Chart Invite students to
make final additions to the KWL
chart to summarize what they
have learned. Leaf through the
Big Book, inviting students to
identify additional information
about symbols to add to the chart.

Use the completed KWL chart to support a
discussion.

◆ Which national symbol means the most to
you? Why?

◆ Why do you think it is important to learn
about America’s symbols?

Rubric
Evaluate each student’s grasp of the social studies
concepts. Students are dependent if they are
being introduced to the topic and cannot recall
information. They are developing if they can
recall information and communicate that they
understand the concept. They are independent if
they can explain the concept and apply it. 

Student understands that America

has many symbols and that the

American flag stands for our country.

Student understands that the Liberty

Bell is now a symbol of American

freedom.

Student understands that the bald

eagle was chosen as a national symbol

because it is strong, brave, and free.

Student understands that the Seal of 

the President and the Great Seal stand

for the power of the president and

our country.

Student understands that the White

House is where the president lives

and works and that it belongs to

all Americans.
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Emergent Fourth of July
My Flag
Our Heroes

Early Colonial Williamsburg
Flags Flying
Holidays Through the Year
Remember George

Washington

Fluent Our Capital
The Pilgrims
The Statue of Liberty
We Vote
Looking at Money

Related guided reading Books
Newbridge Discovery Links® Social Studies



FOCUS ON ECONOMICS

DRAW STATE COIN DESIGNS

Remind students that an American 
symbol, the eagle, appears on the back of many quarters. Tell stu-
dents that other quarters have designs representing the 50 states.
Collect some of these quarters, and pass them around in class.
Have students examine the coins. Explain that many of the pic-
tures on the quarters are state symbols—that is, the pictures
make people think of certain states. Have each student choose a
symbol shown on a state quarter and draw and label it on con-
struction paper. Collect the finished drawings, and review the
symbols and the states they represent.

Tenness

�

Social Studies Activities
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REACHING OUT

CONDUCT A SYMBOL SEARCH AT THE LIBRARY

Tell students that America has many other impor-
tant symbols, such as buildings, statues, and land-
marks (Mount Rushmore, the Golden Gate Bridge,
the Lincoln Memorial). Ask students to name any
symbols of our country that they know of or have
visited. Record their responses on chart paper.
Visit your school or community library with stu-
dents to learn more about these and other
American symbols. Guide students in using the
Internet or age-appropriate reference books to
learn more about these symbols. Have each 
student draw and label a picture of one of the
symbols they learned about in the library.

WRITE CAPTIONS

Collect students’ drawings and mount
each one on chart paper. Display the
mounted drawings in class. Take turns
pointing to each picture as you read
the label aloud with students. Then
work with the class to write captions
for each of the pictures. Invite volun-
teers to suggest different captions for
each picture. Write students’ ideas on
the chart paper. Then work with stu-
dents to rewrite and revise their ideas.
Invite students to share the pen as you
write each final caption.

Florida

CLASS PROJECT

MAKE STATE FLAGS

Point out to students that each of the 50
states has its own flag. Ask students to make

a new flag for their state. Provide students
with paper, colored pencils or crayons, and

note cards. Instruct students to choose or create
a state symbol to put on the flag. Then have each

student draw his or her flag with that symbol on a
sheet of paper. Have students label their flags with
the name of their state and write a sentence about
the flag’s symbol on a note card. Display the flags
and note cards in the hall or your classroom.

Texas
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SHARED/INTERACTIVE WRITING

SUGGEST ANOTHER NATIONAL ANIMAL

After students read about the bald eagle, our country’s national bird, ask them to suggest ideas
for an additional national animal. Encourage students to explain why the animals they suggest
would be good symbols of the United States. Record students’ ideas on chart paper. Then have
the class choose one animal and write a letter to the president explaining why we should have
an additional national animal and why the animal chosen is the best symbol for the United
States of America.

Work with students to turn their ideas for the letter into complete sentences. When they have
finished, read and track the sentences with your finger or a pointer. Allow students to change
the wording and sentence order. Then invite students to share the pen as you write the
sentences in the form of a letter. Read it over with the class for final approval. Some students
may want to use the class letter as a model and write one of their own.

GUIDED WRITING MINIBOOK

Constructing the Minibook Make a double-sided copy of pages 17 and 18.
Show students how to fold the Minibook down the center so the title is
facing them. Model opening the book to pages 2 and 3, and then closing
the book to see the back cover.

Using the Minibook After you read the entire Big Book together,
encourage students to write their own books about America’s sym-
bols. Review the Minibook with the class. Read the title on page 1.

Have students write their names below the title. Then help students
complete the sentence and the picture of the flag. On page 2, have
students complete the sentence with words that describe the bald

eagle and then draw a picture of a bald eagle. On page 3, have students
draw and write about the three symbols in America’s seals. On page 4, have stu-
dents draw and write about the White House.

You may prefer to use the Minibook as you read the Big Book, following the cues
in More to Do in the Teaching Notes.
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Our Country’s Seals

Our seals have these symbols:

Our National Bird

The bald eagle is      
      

      
    , 

, and      
      

      
    .

The olive branch stands for

The arrows stand for

eagle

olive

branch

arrows

.
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The White House

America’s
 Symbols

by

The

lives in the White House.

Long ago, our fla
g had      

      
      

      
      

stars.

INDEPENDENT WRITING

Invite students to write about images from the book in response to the
writing prompts listed below. Display the Big Book on an easel in your
writing center, or provide a small copy of the book. 

Page 8: Imagine that you are at the world’s fair in 1904. Write a short speech

about the Liberty Bell to give to the crowd.

Page 11: What does a mail carrier do for our country? Write about the workday of

a mail carrier.

Page 12: Suppose that you have been invited to ride aboard the plane in this photo.

Where would you go? What would you do when you arrived?
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Graphic Organizer: KWL Chart

America’s Symbols

Name Date 

What We Know
What We Want

to Know
What We

Have Learned
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America’s Symbols

Name Date 

Assessment Activity: Identify Main Idea and Details

America’s Symbols

Look at the pictures below. Cut and paste America’s symbols below the main idea.
Then write about what these symbols mean to all Americans.

Main Idea:
America’s symbols

remind us of our great country.
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Families and
Communities

At Play in the Community

Passing It On

Teamwork

Then and Now

At Work in America

At the Market

Things Have Changed!

What Do We Pay For?

Work Around the Clock

How Things 
Are Made

All About Wood

From the Factory

Made by Hand

Pickles and Preserves

Our Land and
Resources

Caring for Our Land

Homes Across America

Map It!

The Rockies

Our United States

America’s Symbols

Fifty States, One Country

Leading the Way

We Remember Our Past

On the Move

Building Roads

From Here to There

Signals for Safety

Tugboats

A Haights Cross Communications              Company


