
For standards correlations, visit SundanceNewbridge.com.

© 2021 Sundance Newbridge Publishing

Lesson Plan

39543-04

9 781420 778540

ISBN 978-1-4207-7854-0

English Language Learners
Cognates Preview these English words that 
look similar to Spanish words:

robot (p. 4): robot
computer (p. 6): computadora
program (p. 6): programar
battery (p. 6): batería
disaster (p. 12): desastre

 Before Reading 
2–5 minutes

Build Background
Ask students to share what they know about 
robots. Allow them to talk about fictional robots 
from books and movies as well as real robots, 
such as drones or automated vacuums.

Introduce the Book
Distribute copies of the book. Read aloud the 
title and discuss the cover photo. SAY: Robots 
is an informational text about real robots. What 
questions do you have about real robots that the 
book might answer? (Possible answers: How do 
they work? What can real robots do?)

Introduce Vocabulary
Display and discuss the following words and their 
meanings as they are used in the book:

•  certain (p. 4): referring to something that is 
not named 

•  guide (p. 6): to direct or control the actions 
of someone or something 

•  allow (p. 8): to let someone do something
•  prepare (p. 14): to make ready ahead of 

time
•  rely (p. 20): to depend on someone or 

something for help

Have students use the words in context by 
responding yes or no to each statement:

•  You need certain equipment to play baseball. 
(yes) Explain.

•  Drivers use maps to guide them. (yes) Explain.

•  Adults allow children to stay up all night. (no) 
Explain.

•  You prepare for bed by putting on shoes. (no) 
Explain.

•  Students rely on teachers. (yes) Explain.

Summary
Robots explores some of the amazing ways 
today’s robots help humans get jobs done.

Objectives
Vocabulary: Clarify the meaning of 
unknown words: allow, certain, guide, 
prepare, rely. 

Phonics: Decode two-syllable words with 
open syllables. 

Reading Comprehension: Identify 
author’s purpose. 

Structure: Recognize informational text.

Robots
GRL: L • Word Count: 695 • Lexile® measure: 560L
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Third Read
Think About Reading 
Reread the text to focus on phonics and 
comprehension skills.

Phonics
Open Syllables Have students read aloud the 
title Robots. Ask them to say robot and count the 
syllables. (2)

 Teach Write robot. Write V under the two 
vowels and C under the middle consonant.  
SAY: When a word has two vowels separated by 
one consonant, divide the word after the first vowel. 
Use a slash to divide ro/bot and V/CV.

Frame ro. SAY: When a syllable ends in a vowel, 
the vowel sound is usually long. Blend each syllable 
separately and then together to read the word:  
/rō/ /bŏt/, robot. 

 Practice Write human. Guide students to 
divide the word into syllables. (hu/man) Then 
have students chorally say the sounds and blend 
the word: /hyoo/ /m n/, human. Repeat with 
bagel, program, rotor, diver, and future.

SAY: Sometimes, you blend a word that doesn’t 
make sense. Try again. Divide after the consonant 
and use a short vowel sound. Model with wagon, 
noting that /wā-g n/ (wa/gon) does not make 
sense but /wăg- n/ (wag/on) does.

 Apply Have partners divide these words into 
syllables and then read them aloud: 
 total apron bonus tiger 
 music hotel pilot label

 During Reading 
20–30 minutes

First Read
Read for Enjoyment 
Have students read the book without 
interruption. More proficient readers may read 
independently or with partners. Have students 
who need support choral or echo read with you.

Second Read
Guide the Reading 
Use the prompts below. 

•  pages 2–5 How does the Contents help 
readers? What are robots? What kinds of jobs 
do they do? What can they look like?

•  pages 6–9 What does a robot have for a 
brain? How does it know what to do? How do 
sensors and cameras help a robot? How can 
robots move? Why are they built to move in 
different ways?

•  pages 10–13 What are most industrial 
robots shaped like? What jobs do they do? 
What are two kinds of rescue robots? What can 
a snakebot do that would be unsafe for  
a person?

•  pages 14–17 What places do explorer robots 
explore? What does Curiosity help scientists 
learn about? How is the robot pill like the 
daVinci System? How is it different?

•  pages 18–21 How does Marty help in 
grocery stores? What jobs can restaurant 
robots do? What are other robots that help 
people? Do you think you would like a robot 
teacher? Why or why not?

•  pages 22–24 How are scientists trying to 
make robots better? How would you answer 
the last question in the book? Why? How is the 
glossary organized? 

•  How does the author organize the book?

English Language Learners
Phonics English learners may have 
difficulty reducing the vowel sound in 
an unstressed syllable to schwa. Most 
languages do not reduce vowels in this 
way. Model with the words from the lesson, 
emphasizing the stressed first syllable and 
the schwa sound in the second.
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Social/Emotional Learning
Responsible Decision-Making Review 
that some robots do jobs that are unsafe for 
people to do. SAY: People do things each day 
to stay safe, such as wearing seatbelts. Invite 
students to share things they do to keep safe 
at home and in school. Then brainstorm ways 
in which they might make the classroom a 
safer place.

Reading Comprehension
Identify Author’s Purpose Tell students that 
authors have different purposes, or reasons, for 
writing. Explain that informational texts, such as 
Robots, are written to inform, or teach, about a 
topic by giving facts, definitions, and examples.

 Teach Read aloud page 5. SAY: The 
Introduction names the topic and tells about the 
author’s purpose. The author explains that people 
build robots to do certain kinds of work and that 
these robots come in many shapes and sizes. So, 
I think the author’s purpose is to inform readers 
about robots and about the kinds of jobs they do.

 Practice/Apply Review pages 6–9 with 
students. ASK: Which facts tell how robots work? 
(programmed or guided by remote control, have 
cameras and sensors) Which facts tell how robots 
move? (wheels to roll, rotors to fly, legs to walk 
and climb) Which words are defined or explained  
in the text? (program, autonomous)

Review pages 10 and 11. ASK: What is the 
author’s purpose for this section? (to inform about 
industrial robots) What are industrial robots? 
(robots that work in factories) What facts do you 
learn? (Robots put together goods, are shaped 
like arms, and do the same job over and over.) 
What examples does the author give? (putting 
together cars, televisions, toys) 

Assign student pairs other sections of the text to 
reread. Have them identify the author’s purpose 
and the kinds of details the author provides. 

 After Reading
10–15 minutes

Assess Progress
Phonics: Open Syllables Distribute the 
Blackline Master. Have students write the word 
that answers the riddle. Use students’ answers to 
assess their understanding of open syllables.

Answers: 1. tiger 2. pupil 3. clover 4. fever  
5. acorn 6. trophy

Think About It Discuss the questions at the 
end of the book with students. Use students’ 
responses to assess their reading comprehension.

1.  Robots have cameras and sensors that take 
in information.

2.  Robots can go much deeper than human 
divers can. 

3.  Possible answer: Each section heading 
quickly identifies the topic of the pages. 
Knowing the topic helps readers focus on 
the details. 

GO Further
Book Features Review these nonfiction book 
features with students:

•  Contents The Contents names each section 
of a text and the page on which it begins. On 
what page would you begin reading to learn 
about rescue robots? (page 12)

•  Heading A heading tells what a section of 
text will be about. What does the heading on 
page 6 tell you? (that the text will tell how 
robots work)

•  Label A label gives information about an 
image or photo. What do the labels on page 6 
show? (different parts of a robot)

•  Glossary A glossary is a list of words related 
to a book’s topic. The list is in alphabetical 
order and includes definitions. What does 
humanoid mean? (having a human shape) 
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Name 

Open Syllables
Open syllables end in a vowel. The vowel sound is usually long. If a word  
has a VCV pattern in the middle, divide the word after the first vowel, V/CV.  
 ro/bot = robot hu/man = human pro/gram = program

  Write a word from the Word Box to complete each riddle.

Word Box

acorn clover fever pupil tiger trophy

1. I have stripes and a big roar. _________________

2. I am another word for student. _________________

3. I have four leaves and am lucky. _________________

4. I am a sign that you are sick. _________________

5. I grow up to be a tall oak tree. _________________

6. I am a prize that you can win. _________________
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