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Differentiate Instruction
• Complete multiple teacher-led readings of both books 

with students who are below level. 
• Start with The Fox, the Dog, and the Coyote. Emphasize 

the story structure, which is familiar to most readers. 
• Reinforce understanding of structural differences 

between fiction and nonfiction when introducing the 
nonfiction book Folklore of Native Americans.

• Have on- and above-level students work in pairs or 
independently. Use discussions and the worksheets in 
this Lesson Plan to monitor their progress and adjust 
group placement.

 

•  Have students read along with the audio 
recordings of the books for fluency 
support.

Language Arts Standards: CCSS: RL.3.1, RL.3.3, 
RL.3.7, RL.3.10, RI.3.1, RI.3.3, RI.3.9, RI.3.10, W.3.2, 
SL.3.1, L.3.4d, L.3.6

Introduce the Fiction and 
Nonfiction Pair

Display the two books, reading aloud each title. Have 
students use the title and the cover art to predict which 
book will answer the questions you pose.
• Which book has stories about three animals?  

(The Fox, the Dog, and the Coyote)
• Which book has stories told by early peoples of 

America? (Folklore of Native Americans) 

Build Background
Point out that both books are connected to the theme 
our American folklore. Explain that folktales, such as 
legends, tall tales, and fables, are part of the shared 
history of our country. Ask volunteers to share folktales 
they know.

Preview Vocabulary 
Display the vocabulary words from each book:

The Fox, the Dog, and the Coyote: village, surround, 
command, gigantic, startle
Folklore of Native Americans: ceremony, nature, 
character, fierce, starve

Guide students to pronounce each word. Talk about each 
meaning, drawing on students’ prior knowledge. Discuss 
how these terms relate to the theme. For example, many 
folktales describe nature.

Folklore of Native AmericansThe Fox, the Dog, and the Coyote
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FICTION

The Fox, the Dog, 
and the Coyote

 Before Reading (2–5 minutes)

Introduce Nonfiction Concepts
Review concepts about American folklore that are key 
to this story. Explain that Native Americans have many 
folktales that have their own style and purpose.

 During Reading (10–15 minutes)

Close Reading
Complete a first read of the entire book together. Then 
reread and discuss the text. Use the prompts to focus on 
the fiction elements and structure. 
Page 2: Recognize
ASK: Why did the author include the introduction? (to 
give background about the stories in the book)

Pages 3–6: Analyze
ASK: Why is the geese’s warning important to the 
story? (They warn Fox to always fly with them. Fox’s 
wings stop working when he flies away from the geese.)

Pages 7–9: Infer
ASK: Why do you think Native Americans wanted 
to explain how the Milky Way came to be? (Sample 
answer: They saw the Milky Way in the sky but didn’t 
know how it got there.)

Pages 10–12: Summarize
Ask students to retell this story in their own words.

NONFICTION

Folklore of Native 
Americans

 Before Reading (2–5 minutes)

Introduce Theme Concepts
Review with students that they read three Native 
American folktales. Ask students to retell details from 
these stories. Then display Folklore of Native Americans. 
Say: In this book, we’ll find out more about the folktales of 
Native Americans.

 During Reading (10–15 minutes)

Close Reading
Complete a first read of the entire book together. Then 
reread and discuss the text. Use the prompts to focus on 
the nonfiction elements and structure.
Pages 4–5: Explain
ASK: How have Native American stories been passed 
down? (They were told out loud.)

Pages 6–11: Interpret
Draw attention to the photo on page 6. 
ASK: What does this photo show? Read the caption 
and then tell about the photo. (The photo shows a 
coyote, which is a trickster in many Native American 
stories.) Repeat with other photos in the book.

Pages 12–14: Discuss
Guide students in a discussion about the questions on 
page 14.

 After Reading the Books (10–15 minutes per book)

Speaking and Listening
Read aloud the Think About It questions at the end 
of each Student Book. Have students work in small 
groups or pairs to answer the questions together. 

w Assess Comprehension:  
Worksheets 1 & 2
After students finish reading a book, check their 

understanding. Use Worksheet 1 to assess the fiction 
book and Worksheet 2 to assess the nonfiction book.

2



TM

TM

  Connect Fiction and Nonfiction (10–15 minutes)

Collaborative Learning
Use the Power Pair to support and extend students’ 
understanding of American folklore. Review that Native 
Americans have their own folklore. 
ASK: What does each book tell us about Native 
American folklore? (Answers will vary.) 

Comprehension Skill: Draw Conclusions
Explain to students that readers draw conclusions when 
they make a decision based on the text and what they 
already know. Drawing conclusions helps readers think 
about what they read. Point out that different readers 
may draw different conclusions. This skill may be applied 
to fiction and nonfiction books.
Review pages 2–12 of The Fox, the Dog, and the Coyote. 
ASK: Why do you think many Native American stories 
explain how things in nature came to be? (Answers 
will vary.) Why do you think the stories that Native 
Americans pass down might have changed over time? 
(Sample answer: because the stories were told from one 
generation to the next and not written down) 

Review pages 4–14 of Folklore of Native Americans. 
Point out that the text on page 6 says some nature 
characters are good and others are evil. 
ASK: Imagine a windstorm—do you think it might be 
a good or bad character? Why? (Sample answer: bad, 
because big winds can cause bad things to happen) 
Page 13 tells the story of Hiawatha. Is it a true story 
or a tall tale? Explain. (Sample answer: true story 
because it doesn’t exaggerate what he did)

Language: Use Glossaries and Dictionaries
Point out the boldfaced word prairie on page 7 of Folklore 
of Native Americans. Have students practice turning to 
the Glossary to read the definition. Then guide students 
to use a dictionary to look up unfamiliar words they read 
in The Fox, the Dog, and the Coyote.  

w Assess the Pair: Worksheet 3
Have students complete Worksheet 3 to assess their 
understanding of the theme and the connection 

between the fiction and nonfiction books. 

Extend the Theme: Optional Writing Activity
Review what students learned from both books about 
Native American folklore. Guide student pairs to come 
up with a research question they have about this topic. 
Provide books and supervise Internet use as resources. 
Ask students to write a paragraph that answers their 
question. Remind them to include a clear topic sentence. 

ANSWERS
The Fox, the Dog, and the Coyote Think About It: 1. They explain how 
something in nature came to be. 2. Sample answer: They all use animals 
to teach their lesson. 3. Answers will vary. 4. Sample answer: They are 
stories that are passed down and often explain nature.

Folklore of Native Americans Think About It: 1. because the stories teach 
lessons about nature 2. Sample answer: They help people share their 
wisdom in a fun way. 3. Answers will vary. 4. Sample answer: I can look at 
the headings and then turn to the page that might cover the topic I am 
interested in.

Worksheet 1: 1. Only people can use the fire. 2. Sample answers: The dog 
is gigantic and its silver fur glows; it jumps into the sky; it races across 
the night sky. 3. Sample answer: Don’t ask for more than you need. 4. 
They didn’t know about the scientific explanations, so they told stories to 
explain how things came to be. 

Worksheet 2: 1. A creation story might explain where thunder and 
lightning come from. 2. Nature characters act like people. The wind 
might be angry. 3. The Thunderbird flaps its wings to make the thunder’s 
sound. Lightning comes from the bird’s eyes. 4. Hiawatha got leaders to 
work together as a powerful group. 

Worksheet 3: 1. Sample answers: Alike—about Native American folklore; 
Different—three stories vs. overview of different stories; art vs. photos  
2. Answers will vary.

English Language Learners
Working alone or in groups (if first languages are 
shared), students can make a bilingual picture 
dictionary consisting of a vocabulary word from 
one of the books, its first-language equivalent, 
and an illustration.
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Worksheet 1 Fiction Comprehension

The Fox, the Dog, and the Coyote
Write your answers. Use complete sentences.

1. At the end of “How Fox Stole Fire,” the fireflies say that the animals can 
never use fire for themselves. What does that mean?

 

 

2. In “The Story of the Milky Way,” what parts happen because the dog is a 
spirit dog and not a real dog?

 

 

3. “Coyote and the Columbia River” is a story that tells where the river 
came from, but it also teaches a lesson. What is the lesson?

 

 

 

4. Why do you think Native Americans told these creation stories?
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Worksheet 2 Nonfiction Comprehension

Folklore of Native Americans
Write your answers. Use complete sentences.

1. Give an example of something a creation story might explain.

 

 

2. When something in nature is a character in a Native American story, 
how does it act? What is something the wind might do?

 

 

 

3. What do Native American stories say about the Thunderbird?

 

 

 

4. Why do Native Americans consider Hiawatha a hero?
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Worksheet 3 Fiction/Nonfiction Comprehension

Alike

Our American Folklore
1. Write in the outer circles ways that the books are different. Write in the 

center ways that the books are alike.

2. How do Native American stories add their own kind of folk stories to 
American folklore?

 

 

 

Folklore of Native 
Americans

The Fox, the Dog, and 
the Coyote
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