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Differentiate Instruction
• Complete multiple teacher-led readings of both books 

with students who are below level. 
• Start with Moon Dance. Emphasize the story structure, 

which is familiar to most readers. 
• Reinforce understanding of structural differences 

between fiction and nonfiction when introducing the 
nonfiction book The Moon.

• Have on- and above-level students work in pairs or 
independently. Use discussions and the worksheets in 
this Lesson Plan to monitor their progress and adjust 
group placement.

 

•  Have students read along with the audio 
recordings of the books for fluency 
support.

Language Arts Standards: CCSS: RL.1.1, RL.1.3, 
RL.1.7, RL.1.10, RI.1.1, RI.1.3, RI.1.9, RI.1.10, RF.1.2a, 
W.1.2, SL.1.1, L.1.6
Science Standards: NGSS: 1-ESS1-1

Introduce the Fiction and 
Nonfiction Pair

Display the two books, reading aloud each title. Have 
students use the title and the cover art to predict which 
book will answer the questions you pose.
• Which book tells a story about a mouse that dances at 

night? (Moon Dance)
• Which book gives facts about the moon? (The Moon) 

Build Background
Point out that both books are connected to the theme 
circling the Sun. Invite students to share what they know 
about the moon and how it looks in the night sky. Say: 
In these books, we’ll learn about the moon and why it 
appears as different shapes on different nights. 

Preview Vocabulary 
Display the vocabulary words from each book:

Moon Dance: cricket, wiggle, crescent, dip, sway
The Moon: full, shine, sunlit, sliver, wane 

Guide students to pronounce each word. Talk about each 
meaning, drawing on students’ prior knowledge. Discuss 
how these terms relate to the theme. For example, 
crescent and full name different shapes of the moon.

The MoonMoon Dance
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FICTION

Moon Dance

 Before Reading (2–5 minutes)

Introduce Nonfiction Concepts
Review science concepts about circling the Sun that are 
key to this story. Explain that the shape of the moon 
seems to change shape in the sky. 
ASK: When have you seen the moon in the sky? What 
did it look like? (Answers will vary.) 

 During Reading (10–15 minutes)

Close Reading
Complete a first read of the entire book together. Then 
reread and discuss the text. Use the prompts to focus on 
the fiction elements and structure. 
Pages 2–3: State
ASK: What does Little Mouse do every night? (He 
looks for the moon in the sky.)

Pages 4–9: Describe
ASK: What does Little Mouse learn to do? (He learns 
how to hop, wiggle, and dip and sway.)

Pages 10–12: Infer
ASK: Why do you think Little Mouse needed to 
practice? (Sample answer: Practicing helped him learn 
the dance.)

NONFICTION

The Moon

 Before Reading (2–5 minutes)

Introduce Theme Concepts
Review with students that they read about a mouse that 
dances under the night sky. Ask students to retell details 
about how the moon changes in this story. Then display 
The Moon. Say: In this book, we’ll find out why the moon 
appears as different shapes on different nights.

 During Reading (10–15 minutes)

Close Reading
Complete a first read of the entire book together. Then 
reread and discuss the text. Use the prompts to focus on 
the nonfiction elements and structure.
Pages 2–5: Explain
ASK: Does the moon’s real shape ever change? (no) 
What happens instead? (the sunlit side of the moon 
that we see changes)

Pages 6–9: Analyze
ASK: What information do the labels in the diagram 
on page 7 give? (name the Sun, Earth, and the moon’s 
shapes)

Pages 10–12: Identify
ASK: What is the moon called when we can see all  
of it? (full moon)

 After Reading the Books (10–15 minutes per book)

Speaking and Listening
Read aloud the Think About It questions at the end 
of each Student Book. Have students work in small 
groups or pairs to answer the questions together. 

w Assess Comprehension:  
Worksheets 1 & 2
After students finish reading a book, check their 

understanding. Use Worksheet 1 to assess the fiction 
book and Worksheet 2 to assess the nonfiction book.
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  Connect Fiction and Nonfiction (10–15 minutes)

Collaborative Learning
Use the Power Pair to support and extend students’ 
understanding of circling the Sun. Review that the moon 
appears to change shape as it moves around the Sun. 
ASK: What does each book tell us about the shape of 
the moon? (Sample answer: Both books tell us that the 
shape of the moon seems to change.) 

Comprehension Skill: Cause and Effect
Explain to students that an effect is what happens and a 
cause is why it happens. Identifying a cause and its effect 
helps readers understand how events are related. This 
skill may be applied to fiction and nonfiction books.
Review pages 2–12 of Moon Dance. 
ASK: Why is Little Mouse able to dance for the moon 
at the end of the story? (Little Mouse learned how to 
hop, wiggle, and dip and sway from Cricket, Worm, 
and Bird.)

Review pages 2–12 of The Moon. 
ASK: Why does the moon seem to be different shapes? 
(because the moon moves around Earth and we see 
only the part where the Sun shines) 

Phonological Awareness: Long and Short 
Vowels

Discuss with students the long and short vowel sounds 
for a and u. Guide students to practice distinguishing 
between long and short vowel sounds using words from 
the books. For example, say the following words and have 
students tell whether the vowel sound is short or long: 
call, full, new, night, but, hop, me, so, you, dip, sway, time, 
part, see, shine, side, thin, shape.

w Assess the Pair: Worksheet 3
Have students complete Worksheet 3 to assess their 
understanding of the theme and the connection 

between the fiction and nonfiction books. 

Extend the Theme: Optional Writing Activity
Review the question on page 12 of The Moon with 
students. Ask them to observe the moon that night and 
draw what they see. Have students label their pictures 
with the shape of the moon and write a sentence about 
what they saw.

ANSWERS
Moon Dance Think About It: 1. He wants to learn to dance. 2. how to 
wiggle 3. Sample answer: The pictures help me see how Little Mouse 
dances. 4. Sample answer: I learn that the shape of the moon in the sky 
seems to change over time.

The Moon Think About It: 1. where the Sun’s light shines 2. because  
it moves around Earth 3. Both are part of the sunlit side of the moon.  
4. Sample answer: The photos show the different shapes of the moon.

Worksheet 1: 1. Little Mouse loves the moon. 2. Cricket, Worm, and Bird  
3. Answers will vary. 

Worksheet 2: 1. The moon reflects the light from the Sun. 2. It is called  
a new moon. 3. We see all of the sunlit side of the moon. 

Worksheet 3: 1. Alike—both about the moon changing shape; 
Different—make-believe vs. real, art vs. photos 2. Answers will vary.

English Language Learners
Discuss with students the ways that Little Mouse 
moves in Moon Dance. List the following action 
words on the board: hop, wiggle, dip, and sway. 
Model for students the meaning of each word 
by acting it out. Then, as a group, perform the 
moon dance together. For reinforcement, have 
students say each action word as they act it out.

3



Worksheet 1 Fiction Comprehension

Moon Dance
Write your answers. Use complete sentences.

1. How does Little Mouse feel about the moon?

 

 

 

 

2. Who shows Little Mouse how to dance?

 

 

 

 

3. How do you think Little Mouse feels when the moon looks happy?

 

 

 

 

©
 2

01
8 

Su
nd

an
ce

/N
ew

b
rid

ge
, L

LC

4

Name 



Worksheet 2 Nonfiction Comprehension

The Moon
Write your answers. Use complete sentences.

1. What does the moon do with the light from the Sun?

 

 

 

 

2. What is the moon called when you can’t see it in the night sky?

 

 

 

 

3. What do you see when you look at the full moon?
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Worksheet 3 Fiction/Nonfiction Comprehension

Alike

Circling the Sun
1. Write in the outer circles ways that the books are different. Write in the 

center ways that the books are alike.

2. What different shapes of the moon can we see?

 

 

 

The MoonMoon Dance
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