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Comprehension Practice Questions
Worksheet

1

Cool Bananas
Answer the questions.

1. pages 4–5: What is the biggest herb in 
the world?

2. pages 6–7: What might be another way 
you could use a banana leaf? 

3. pages 8–9: Look at the picture. Are the 
bananas on the stalk above the big red 
flower ready to eat? Why or why not?
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Worksheet

1 Name 

Comprehension Practice Questions

4. pages 10–11: Why are bananas good for 
us?

5. page 16: On which page can you read 
about minerals?
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Worksheet

2 Name 

Foundational/Language Skills Questions

Cool Bananas
Answer the questions.

1. Read the word banana. What vowel ends 
this word? Write three words that begin 
with a.

2. Look at page 6. Find the word plate. What 
sound does the blend pl make? List three 
other words that begin with this blend.

G
R

A
D

E 1 C
o

o
l B

an
an

as



6      Steps to Comprehension Blackline Master Book Sampler © Sundance/Newbridge, LLC

Worksheet

2 Name 

Foundational/Language Skills Questions

3. Read page 10. Look at the last sentence. 
Notice the commas. They separate the 
three items in the list. Rewrite the 
sentence below using commas.

We ate bananas oranges and apples.

4. Look at page 12. Find and read the word 
peel. What are three words that rhyme 
with peel?

5. Read the word plant. What is the blend 
at the end? Write three other words that 
end with this blend.
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Worksheet

3
Comprehension

Name 

Bananas grow in  
hot / cold places.

Bananas do / don’t  
have seeds.

Bunches of bananas grow 
from flowers / leaves.

Bananas are green / 
yellow when they are 
ripe.

Cool Bananas
Circle the correct words. Then draw the pictures.
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Diagnostic Assessment Test – A
Main Idea
Read the text and answer the questions below.

Birds That Do Not Build Nests
Scrub turkeys do not build nests.  
Most birds lay their eggs in nests.  
Scrub turkeys lay their eggs  
in a place called a mound.

A scrub turkey mound is made from leaves.  
The male scrub turkey builds the mound.  
He scratches leaves into a big pile  
with his strong claws.  
The female scrub turkey  
lays her eggs in the leaf mound. 

Scrub turkeys do not sit on their eggs.  
Most birds sit on their eggs until they hatch.  
This keeps the eggs warm.  
Scrub turkeys keep their eggs warm  
in their mound. 
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Worksheet

4
Skills Practice

Name 

Cool Bananas
Language
1. Put commas in the correct places.

I went to the store to buy  
bread soap milk cheese and bananas.

My dog likes running jumping swimming  
and barking.

We have school on Monday Tuesday  
Wednesday Thursday and Friday.

I play soccer tennis and softball  
but not hockey golf or ping-pong.

Foundational Skills
2. Circle the oo in each word. Then say each word.

look book cook took

good wood stood hood

foot soot
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Diagnostic Assessment Test – A
Main Idea
Read the text and answer the questions below.

Birds That Do Not Build Nests
Scrub turkeys do not build nests.  
Most birds lay their eggs in nests.  
Scrub turkeys lay their eggs  
in a place called a mound.

A scrub turkey mound is made from leaves.  
The male scrub turkey builds the mound.  
He scratches leaves into a big pile  
with his strong claws.  
The female scrub turkey  
lays her eggs in the leaf mound. 

Scrub turkeys do not sit on their eggs.  
Most birds sit on their eggs until they hatch.  
This keeps the eggs warm.  
Scrub turkeys keep their eggs warm  
in their mound. 
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Name: ____________________
Diagnostic Assessment Test – A

Fill in the circle next to each correct answer.

1.  What is the main idea of the first paragraph?
A Most birds lay their eggs in nests. 
B Scrub turkeys lay eggs. 
C Scrub turkeys do not build nests. 
D Scrub turkeys lay eggs in nests. 

2.   Where do scrub turkeys lay their eggs?
A Scrub turkeys lay their eggs in a mound. 
B Scrub turkeys lay their eggs in a nest. 
C Scrub turkeys lay their eggs in a tree. 
D Scrub turkeys lay their eggs on the ground. 

3.  What is the main idea of the second paragraph?
A The male scrub turkey builds the mound. 
B A scrub turkey mound is made from leaves. 
C The scrub turkey has strong claws. 
D The female scrub turkey lays eggs in the mound. 

4.  Which words mean the same as the word hatch?
A scratch a leaf mound 
B sit on an egg 
C break out of an egg 
D keep eggs warm 

5.  What is the main idea of the third paragraph?
A Most birds sit on their eggs. 
B Scrub turkeys do not sit on their eggs. 
C The eggs need to be kept warm. 
D The scrub turkey’s eggs keep warm in the mound.  

6.  What is the main idea of the whole text?
A Scrub turkeys do not sit on their eggs.  
B Most birds lay their eggs in nests.  
C A scrub turkey mound is made from leaves.  
D Scrub turkeys do not build nests.  
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Diagnostic Assessment Test—A Writing Assessment Text

Main Idea
The Circus
Last Saturday night, Toby went to the circus. 
Toby went with his mom  
and his younger sister, Beth. 
Their seats were in the front row,  
so Toby had a good view of everything.

The first act was a clown show. 
There were two clowns. 
One was called Kranky,  
and the other was called Ruffles. 
Both clowns had very large feet. 
Toby’s favorite clown was Kranky. 
Toby liked the way his feet  
got in the way when he tried  
to bounce a ball. 

The high-wire act was very scary. 
Toby’s mom was holding her breath  
when the young man jumped a rope  
all the way across the wire. 
Beth covered her eyes  
when he started to juggle three balls  
while walking across the wire. 

Name: ____________________
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Name: ____________________
Diagnostic Assessment Test – A

Fill in the circle next to each correct answer.

1.  What is the main idea of the first paragraph?
A Most birds lay their eggs in nests. 
B Scrub turkeys lay eggs. 
C Scrub turkeys do not build nests. 
D Scrub turkeys lay eggs in nests. 

2.   Where do scrub turkeys lay their eggs?
A Scrub turkeys lay their eggs in a mound. 
B Scrub turkeys lay their eggs in a nest. 
C Scrub turkeys lay their eggs in a tree. 
D Scrub turkeys lay their eggs on the ground. 

3.  What is the main idea of the second paragraph?
A The male scrub turkey builds the mound. 
B A scrub turkey mound is made from leaves. 
C The scrub turkey has strong claws. 
D The female scrub turkey lays eggs in the mound. 

4.  Which words mean the same as the word hatch?
A scratch a leaf mound 
B sit on an egg 
C break out of an egg 
D keep eggs warm 

5.  What is the main idea of the third paragraph?
A Most birds sit on their eggs. 
B Scrub turkeys do not sit on their eggs. 
C The eggs need to be kept warm. 
D The scrub turkey’s eggs keep warm in the mound.  

6.  What is the main idea of the whole text?
A Scrub turkeys do not sit on their eggs.  
B Most birds lay their eggs in nests.  
C A scrub turkey mound is made from leaves.  
D Scrub turkeys do not build nests.  
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Writing Assessment TextsWriting Assessment Text

Main Idea
The Circus
Last Saturday night, Toby went to the circus. 
Toby went with his mom  
and his younger sister, Beth. 
Their seats were in the front row,  
so Toby had a good view of everything.

The first act was a clown show. 
There were two clowns. 
One was called Kranky,  
and the other was called Ruffles. 
Both clowns had very large feet. 
Toby’s favorite clown was Kranky. 
Toby liked the way his feet  
got in the way when he tried  
to bounce a ball. 

The high-wire act was very scary. 
Toby’s mom was holding her breath  
when the young man jumped a rope  
all the way across the wire. 
Beth covered her eyes  
when he started to juggle three balls  
while walking across the wire. 

Name: ____________________
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Writing Assessment TextsWriting Assessment Text

When the last act was over,  
everyone stood up and clapped. 
Toby cheered loudly for the clowns. 
Beth and Mom clapped very hard  
for the high-wire walker. 
Finally, all the performers ran off  
behind a large curtain. 
The circus was over!

Writing Task
Write the main idea from each of the first three paragraphs.

1.  __________________________________________________

2.  __________________________________________________

3.  __________________________________________________

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.
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Name: ____________________ Mind Map

MAIN IDEA AND IDENTIFYING DETAIL GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
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Dying for Their Horns Big Book  
Reproducible Worksheet 1

Name: ____________________

Main Idea
Write the missing main ideas.

 
  
 
  

Why are rhinoceroses nearly extinct?  _______________
______________________________________________

Vocabulary
Make new words by adding s, ed, and ing.

show shows   showed   showing
happen ____________    __________    __________
protect ____________    __________    __________

Paragraph 1:

Rhinos are in danger 
of dying out.

Paragraph 3:
_________________________________

______________________

__________ Main idea of the whole text:
  ____________________________

  _________________

  ___

Paragraph 2:
  ____________________________

  _________________

  ___
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Lizards That Change Color

Name: ____________________

Main Idea
1. Write the main ideas of these paragraphs.
Paragraph 1:  __________________________________
Paragraph 2:  __________________________________

2. Write two details about this main idea.

Main Idea Details

A chameleon’s  
color can show  
how it is feeling.

•

•

3. Color the chameleon. It is feeling afraid.

Vocabulary
A compound word is made up of two other words.
Write a compound word from the text.
_______________________

Big Book  
Reproducible Worksheet 2
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Main Idea

Visiting the Dentist

Dentists look after our teeth. Sometimes, you go to the 
dentist because you have hurt a tooth. Sometimes, you 
go for a check-up.
This is Dr. Brown’s waiting room. Sam is waiting to see 
Dr. Brown. He does not think there is anything wrong with 
his teeth. Sam is here for a check-up.
Dr. Brown checks Sam’s teeth. He uses a tiny mirror to see 
the backs of Sam’s teeth. He takes an X-ray to be sure 
there are no holes. Then, he cleans them thoroughly.
Dr. Brown helps Sam look after his teeth. He gives Sam 
a new toothbrush. He shows him how to brush his teeth 
properly. He reminds Sam not to eat too much candy.

1. Read the text above.
• Circle the words you find hard to read.
• Circle the words you can read, but don’t understand.
After reading, talk about the words with your teacher.

2. Underline the main idea of each paragraph. 
• Paragraph one is about dentists. 
• Paragraph two tells why Sam is in the waiting room. 
• The third paragraph tells what Dr. Brown does. 
• The last paragraph tells how Dr. Brown helps Sam. 
Read the sentences you have underlined. 
One of them tells you the main idea of the whole text.
When you find which one it is, underline it again. 

Skills Practice  
Reproducible Worksheet 1

Name: ____________________
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Main Idea

Visiting the Dentist
1. You have underlined the main idea of the four  
paragraphs in the text. Write them on the lines below.

Paragraph 1:  ______________________________

Paragraph 2:  ______________________________

Paragraph 3:  ______________________________

Paragraph 4:  ______________________________

2. Now write the sentence that was the main idea of  
the whole text.

3. Write three details that support the main idea of  
the last paragraph.
gives Sam  _____________________________________
shows him  _____________________________________  
reminds Sam  ___________________________________

Skills Practice  
Reproducible Worksheet 2

Name: ____________________
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Main Idea
Fill in the missing main ideas.

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: Why did Honey Bird follow the bees? 
(pages 4–5)  ____________________________________  
_______________________________________________
2. Work out the Answer: Why did Badger want to  
follow Honey Bird? (pages 12–13)  __________________
_______________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: Was Honey Bird right to teach 
Badger a lesson?  ________________________________
_______________________________________________

K — The Honey Bird  
and the Badger

Main Idea of the Text: 
Honey Bird had tricked 
him too many times.

(page 24)

• Honey Bird loved 
honey.
(pages 2–3) 

•  ________________

__________________
(pages 4–5)

• Honey Bird needed 
help.
(pages 6–7)

•  ______________

________________
(pages 10–11)

•  ______________

________________
(pages 12–13)

•  ______________

________________
(pages 20–21)

Main Idea  
Reproducible Worksheet 1

Name: ____________________
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More Main Ideas and Details
Write two details for each main idea. 

Vocabulary
Find the words and write them on the lines. 
a word with a silent b (pages 8–9)  _________________
means eats too much (pages 8–9)  _________________
means panted (pages 14–15) _____________________
means angry (pages 16–17) ______________________

K — The Honey Bird  
and the Badger

Badger was greedy.
(pages 8–9)

•  ______________

•  ______________

Badger was very tired 
now. (pages 14–15) 

•  ______________

•  ______________

Honey Bird’s plan was 
working. (pages 16–17)

•  ______________

•  ______________

Honey Bird was very 
hungry. (pages 22–23)

•  ______________

•  ______________

Main Idea  
Reproducible Worksheet 2

Name: ____________________

Main Idea of the Text: 
Honey Bird had 

tricked him too many 
times. (page 24)
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Main Idea 
Reproducible Worksheet 3

K — The Honey Bird and  
the Badger

Name 

Main Idea Comprehension Questions
Answer the questions.
1. pages 2–3: Where did Honey Bird live? 

2. pages 4–5: How did Honey Bird find the beehives? 

3. pages 6–7: Why did Honey Bird need Badger’s help? 

4. pages 10–11: How do you think the bees felt about Honey 
Bird and Badger?
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Main Idea 
Reproducible Worksheet 3

K — The Honey Bird and  
the Badger
Name 

Main Idea Comprehension Questions
Answer the questions.
5. pages 12–13: Why was it easier for Honey Bird to find the 
honey?

6. pages 16–17: What was Honey Bird’s plan?

7. pages 20–21: How did Badger get hurt?

8. pages 22–23: Why did Badger find a new friend?
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Main Idea 
Reproducible Worksheet 4

K — The Honey Bird and  
the Badger

Name 

Let’s Discuss: Main Idea
Talk about the questions.
1. Main ideas tell what a page or text is about. They are 
supported by details. Read pages 2 and 3. Can you find the 
main idea? It is “She needed her friend Badger to help.”

2. Read pages 4 and 5. Can you find the main idea? It is “Every 
day, Honey Bird looked for beehives.” The text gives details about 
how she looked for beehives. What are they?

3. Read pages 6 and 7. Can you find the main idea of the page? 

4. Read pages 8 and 9. Find the main idea of paragraph 2. Find 
the details that support the main idea.
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Main Idea 
Reproducible Worksheet 4

K — The Honey Bird and  
the Badger
Name 

Let’s Discuss: Main Idea
Talk about the questions.
5. Read pages 12 and 13. Find the main idea in the first 
paragraph.

6. Read pages 14 and 15. What is the main idea in paragraph 1?

7. Read pages 18 and 19. Find the main idea and the details.

8. Read pages 22 and 23. Find the main idea.
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