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Model and Discuss
Big Book of Themes

• Cover key Science and Social Studies topics 
connected to each Student Book .

• Build background knowledge and prepare 
students for reading the Student Books . 

• Encourage oral language development and 
group discussion .

Guided Practice
Student Books

• High-interest leveled readers

• Gradually increase in text complexity

• A variety of Fiction and Nonfiction text types

Teacher Guide
• Detailed strategies for working with below-

level students

• Differentiation techniques for whole or small 
group settings

• Lesson Plans for all Student Books

Application and Assessment
Blackline Masters Book

• Practice and assessment worksheets for all 
leveled readers

• Opportunities to demonstrate reading 
comprehension and practice language and 
foundational skills

• Worksheets designed to assess students’ ability 
to meet lesson objectives

• Graphic organizers for additional support

sundance
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Kindergarten
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Blackline Masters Book Kindergarten
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Introduction
The goal of Steps to Comprehension is to support students who are reading 
six to twelve months below grade level and accelerate their literacy growth 
to grade level proficiency . 

Grades K–1 
Program Overview

GRL
A

GRL
B

GRL
C

GRADES K–1 Program Overview
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Pacing Guide

Pacing

The chart below provides suggested pacing 
for instruction of each Student Book . For 

each daily session, choose from the instructional 
support in the Lesson Plan to meet the needs of 
your students . The chart below suggests which 
sections are essential and which may be optional 
depending on the time available . 

Day Key Instruction Optional Instruction Materials

Day 1 
45 mins.

Model and Discuss

Before Reading:
Build Background/Access Prior 
Knowledge 

Before Reading: Introduce Vocabulary

Big Book of Themes,
Lesson Plan, and Student Book

Day 2 
60 mins.

During Reading: Close Reading Lesson Plan and Student Book

Day 3 
30-45 mins.

Worksheet 1: Comprehension 
Practice Questions

During Reading: Close Reading: Have 
students reread the book one or more 
times

Lesson Plan, Student Book, and 
Worksheet 1 in Blackline Masters 
Book

Day 4 
30-45 mins.

Practicing Skills: Language Skills 
and Foundational Skills

Worksheet 2: Foundational/Language 
Skills Questions

Lesson Plan, Student Book, and 
Worksheet 2 in Blackline Masters 
Book

Day 5 
30-45 mins.

After Reading: Speaking and 
Listening, and Oral Language 
Development

Assessment: Worksheet 3: 
Comprehension 

After Reading: Review Vocabulary,
School-Home Connection

Assessment: Worksheet 4: Skills 
Practice

Lesson Plan, Student Book, and 
Worksheets 3 and 4 in Blackline 
Masters Book

GRADES K–1 Pacing
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GRADES K–1 Sample Strategies for Instructional Support

Worksheet

1
Name 

Comprehension Practice Questions

3

4. pages 12–13: What do you think is the most interesting thing about pandas?

5. pages 14–15: How will the baby panda change as it grows?

Steps to Comprehension  Sundance Publishing 
Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.

Worksheet 1:  
Comprehension Practice 
Questions
Have students work together on 
Worksheet 1: Comprehension 
Practice Questions in which 
they respond to text-specific 
comprehension questions .

Worksheet

1 Name 

Comprehension Practice Questions

2

The Panda
Answer the questions.

1. pages 2–3: What does a panda look like?

2. pages 4–5: Why do the panda’s eyes look 

so big?

3. pages 8–9: What is the panda holding in 

its paw?

Steps to Comprehension  Sundance Publishing 

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.

Close Reading Discussion Tips
Guide an in-depth discussion using the  
Close Reading prompts . 

• Refer to the prompt headings to 
determine each question’s level of 
cognition: literal, inferential, or critical .

Literal question headings include name, 
recognize, restate, identify and list . 

Inferential question headings include 
infer, explain, differentiate, and 
interpret . 

Critical thinking headings include 
evaluate, summarize, and conclude . 

• Ask students who are the furthest behind 
only to answer literal questions .

• Challenge students who show they are 
grasping the content with the more 
difficult inferential or critical thinking 
questions .

• Increase the level of difficulty of the 
prompts with each subsequent reading .

• Emphasize specific vocabulary strategies 
with the Vocabulary Acquisition prompt . 
Break down the strategy and guide 
students to apply it to the text . Then help 
students understand how to apply the 
strategy to other new words . 

• Use the Close Reading discussions to 
assess students’ abilities and prepare 
them for reading more difficult texts .
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Practicing Skills
Language Skills

On the Practicing Skills page of each Lesson 
Plan, the Language section covers grade-

appropriate grammar and usage conventions . 
These conventions include parts of speech, verb 
tenses, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling . 

Each Lesson Plan provides a short, teacher-
led activity that explains or reviews the skill 
using text-specific examples . Choose from the 
following suggestions to instruct below-level 
students in a supportive and repetitive format:

• Provide instruction to the entire group . Then 
provide teacher-led instruction to students 
who need more support . Have other students 
work together in small groups or pairs to 
complete a task together, such as Worksheet 
2: Foundational/Language Skills Questions . 

• Allow for different formats of responses . 
Some students may dictate or draw their 
answers . Others may be able to write one-
word or full-sentence responses . 

• To support students who are not able to 
recognize the skill on their own, think aloud 
as you analyze an example to model how to 
recognize a skill . 

• Have students repeat after you or complete 
oral cloze sentences to show their 
understanding .

• In addition to the text-specific examples 
in the Lesson Plan and corresponding 
worksheet, generate more examples of 
the grammar convention . Use the multiple 
examples to repeat instruction several times 
for reinforcement .

• Use flashcards or other visual aids to provide 
additional support for visual learners .

Worksheet 2: Foundational/
Language Skills Questions
Have students work together to complete this 
worksheet in which they apply foundational 
and language skills to text-specific examples .

Example:

A _____ ends a sentence.

Example:

I see a period after the word hop . This 
mark tells me that this is the end of 
the sentence.

Name 

5

Foundational/Language Skills Questions

Worksheet

2

4. Read the word look on page 8. Listen to 

the sound that the last letter makes. What 

are three words that rhyme with look?

5. Read page 12. Find the word but. What 

sound does the letter u make? Write three 

more words with this sound.

Steps to Comprehension  Sundance Publishing 

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.

Name 

4

Foundational/Language Skills Questions

Worksheet

2

The Panda
Answer the questions.

1. Read page 2. Find the word panda. Listen to the sound of the first a. What sound does it make? What are two more words on this page with the same sound?

2. Find the word this on page 2. What sound 
does the letter i make? What other words on this page can you find with this sound?

3. Read page 6. Look at the last line. What tells us that this sentence is a question?

Steps to Comprehension  Sundance Publishing 
Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.

GRADES K–1 Sample Strategies for Instructional Support
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Assessment

Formal and informal assessment opportunities 
are found in the Steps to Comprehension 

program . The materials are designed to assist 
you as you monitor progress toward literacy 
goals . Regular assessment of below-level readers 
allows you to adjust instruction and text levels 
according to students’ progress . 

Multiple opportunities throughout the reading 
process allow you to monitor each student’s 
ability and understanding, and each Student 

Book includes four different worksheets found 
in the grade level Blackline Masters Book . The 
chart below describes the purpose and use of 
each assessment opportunity . Students may 
need support in reading the directions and 
understanding the tasks . As needed, allow 
students to work together to complete activities 
and worksheets in small groups . Provide 
assistance by explaining the tasks and recording 
students’ responses . 

Component Purpose Suggested Use

Close Reading 
Questions 
(Lesson Plans)

Offer literal, inferential, and critical thinking 
discussion questions.

Use to check level of comprehension of specific 
sections of the text.

Think About It 
Questions
(Student Book inside  
back cover)

Ask higher-order thinking questions about the text. Use to check general comprehension and to provide 
students with practice discussing a text.

Graphic Organizers
(Blackline Masters Book)

Supply students with a place for recording their 
responses to a text in a structured way.

Use to check students’ ability to organize their 
thinking about a text.

Worksheet 1: 
Comprehension 
Practice Questions 
(Blackline Masters Book)

Poses higher-order thinking questions about specific 
pages in the Student Book.

Use to check how well students comprehend the text 
and are able to respond to it. Have students complete 
in pairs or small groups, while providing assistance as 
needed.

Worksheet 2: 
Foundational/
Language Skills 
Questions  
(Blackline Masters Book)

Provides questions about targeted foundational and 
language skills related to specific examples in the 
Student Book.

Use to check how well students grasp foundational 
and language skills at point of appearance in the 
book. Have students complete in pairs or small 
groups, while providing assistance as needed. 

Worksheet 3: 
Comprehension

Checks students’ ability to meet the lesson’s reading 
objective.

Use to formally assess students’ progress. Have 
students complete independently, while providing 
assistance as needed.

Worksheet 4: Skills 
Practice 
(Blackline Masters Book)

Checks students’ ability to meet the lesson’s 
foundational skill and language objectives.

Use to formally assess students’ understanding of 
the lesson’s foundational and language skills. Have 
students complete independently, while providing 
assistance as needed.

Assessment Materials

GRADES K–1 Assessment



Reading Informational Text 
Answer questions about key details in a text.  
RI.1.1, RI.1.10 

Foundational Skills 
Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words.  
RF.1.3b

Language 
Use commas to separate single words in a series.  
L.1.2c

9Steps to Comprehension Teacher Guide Sampler
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Lesson Plan
Cool Bananas

Program Level 9

Text Type Information Report

Summary In this book, children 
learn all about bananas.

Guided Reading 
Level

F

Word Count 177

High-Frequency 
Words

eat, give

Content Words bananas, eat, energy, 
farmers, flowers, fruit, 
grow, herb, leaves, 
minerals, peel, plant, 
seeds, shade, vitamins

Writing Participate in a shared 
research and writing 
project. W.1.7

Speaking and 
Listening

Participate in 
collaborative 
conversations. SL.1.1

Grammar Use frequently occurring 
conjunctions. L.1.1g

Language Clarify the meaning of 
words choosing from an 
array of strategies. L.1.4

Objectives

GRADE 1 Cool Bananas Lesson Plan
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Before Reading11

During Reading22
Invite children to read from their books. They may read 
aloud together or take turns reading aloud. Pause to assist 
with word recognition and decoding.

    lose Reading
Discuss the text using the prompts below. Have children 
complete a first read of the entire book before guiding a 
discussion. 

Page 2: Recognize 

Point out the heading at the top of the page. Ask 
children how the heading helps them understand the 
text. (It tells what the text is about.)

Pages 6–7: Infer 

Talk about the ways banana leaves are used. 

ASK:    What makes banana leaves so useful? 
(Sample answers: They are large, flat, and 
strong.)

Page 8: Vocabulary Acquisition 

Discuss the word bunches. Tell children that the 
pictures sometimes give clues to the meaning of a 
word. Ask a volunteer to explain how the picture 
helps readers understand what bunches means. (The 
picture shows a large group of bananas.)

Page 16: Summarize 

ASK:    What is one thing that makes banana plants 
“cool”? (Sample answer: They are the 
biggest herb in the world.)

Comprehension 
Work with children to complete the Comprehension 
Practice Questions worksheet 1.

Practicing Skills 
Go to the Practicing Skills page of this Lesson Plan for 
extension activities.

Build Background/Access Prior 
Knowledge
Ask children if they like eating bananas. Brainstorm a 
series of facts about bananas, such as what bananas look 
like, where and how they grow, how they are eaten, and 
what other animals like to eat them. Read the title and 
have children talk about the photo. Ask them to use these 
clues to predict what the book will be about.

Introduce Vocabulary
Display the content words energy, herbs, and vitamins. Tell 
children they will read these words in this text. Have them 
pronounce each word and discuss its meaning, drawing 
on children’s prior knowledge. Repeat with other content 
words from the book. 

GRADE 1 Cool Bananas Lesson Plan
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After Reading33
English Language 
Learners 
English language learners may misunderstand 
the meaning of the title of the book. Explain that 
the word cool is used to describe something that 
is a little cold, such as water. It is also used to 
mean interesting or great. Display and discuss the 
meanings of the following sentences with children: 
The rain is cool on my skin. Bananas are cool fruits.

Tips for Spanish Speakers Point out that 
some words from the book might be words that 
they already know in Spanish. The words look alike, 
and they share the same meanings. Share these 
cognates: banana (p. 2) banana and fruit (p. 2) 
fruta. 

Fluency 
Guide children to follow along in their books as 
they listen to you reading aloud. Then have children 
read along with you. Encourage them to model 
their reading after you.

Assess Comprehension
The Cool Bananas Comprehension 
worksheet 3 focuses on children’s ability 
to answer questions about key details in a 

text. Read aloud the directions to the group, and have 
children complete the sheet independently, assisting as 
needed. Use children’s work as informal assessment of 
their comprehension of the text. 

w

Small Group/Independent 
Activities
As children complete the activities below, encourage them 
to reread the text.

Speaking and Listening 
Read aloud the Think About It questions on the inside 
back cover. Have pairs or small groups of children answer 
the questions together. (1. pages 4, 6, 8, and 10 2. She 
says that we can use banana leaves to keep us dry, give us 
shade, or give us a plate. 3. Sample answer: All banana 
plants have the same parts. Some bananas may be big or 
small or different colors. 4. Sample answer: cream, eat) 

Oral Language Development 
Discuss the book’s pictures with children. Ask them to 
describe what they see. Use the pictures to introduce new 
vocabulary.

Review Vocabulary 
Review the content words in the book. Have children use 
each word in a sentence. Challenge them to use more than 
one word in the same sentence. (Sample answer: Bananas 
grow from flowers.)

School-Home Connection
Have children take home the book. Let 
family members know that they should ask 
their child to summarize the text.

GRADE 1 Cool Bananas Lesson Plan
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Practicing Skills

Answer Key
Comprehension Practice Questions
1. bananas 2. Answers will vary. 3. No because 
they are still green. 4. They give us vitamins, 
minerals, and energy. 5. page 10 

Foundational/Language Skills 
Questions
1. a; Sample answers: add, all, and 2. Sample 
answers: plant, please, plus 3. We ate bananas, 
oranges, and apples. 4. Sample answers: wheel, 
deal, feel 5. Sample answers: ant, want, pant

Comprehension
Circle: hot, do, flowers, yellow. Check children’s 
drawings.

Skills Practice 
1.  I went to the shop to buy bread, soap, milk, 

cheese, and bananas. My dog likes running, 
jumping, swimming, and barking. We have 
school on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday. I play soccer, tennis, 
and softball but not hockey, golf, or ping-
pong.

2.  Check that children circle the oo in each 
word and pronounce each word correctly.

Based on children’s needs, choose from the 
skill activities below. Where technology allows, 
children may complete some activities using 
computers. 

Language Skills
Punctuation: Serial Comma 

Ask children to read the last sentence on 
page 10. Point out the comma between each 
item in the list. Explain that in a list of three 
or more items, we place a comma after each 
item, including the item before the word and. 
Display the sentence: Bananas are yellow sweet 
tasty and good for our health. Have children 
point out where the commas should be 
placed.

Grammar: Conjunctions 
Continue to direct attention to the last 
sentence on page 10. Point out the word and. 
Explain to children that and is a word used to 
join two things. It is called a conjunction. Tell 
them that but and so are also conjunctions. 
Ask children to say sentences that include  
a conjunction. 

Foundational Skills
Phonics: Decode  
One-Syllable Words 

Point out the word good on page 10. Write it 
on the board and underline the vowel digraph 
oo. Say the word aloud, focusing on the /oo/ 
sound. Explain that in this word oo stands for 
a short sound. Have children say the word in 
unison. Then brainstorm other words that 
have this sound, such as book, foot, or wood. 
Practice saying them as a group.  

Foundational and Language Skills 
Have children complete the Foundational/
Language Skills worksheet 2.

Writing 
Provide children with books and pictures about 
other kinds of fruit. Have small groups of children 
write about how the fruit grows, what the fruit 
looks like, and different ways to use the fruit. 

Apply Skills
Have children complete the Cool 
Bananas Skills Practice 

worksheet 4. Encourage them to work 
independently but assist as required. This 
worksheet allows children to practice using 
serial commas and decoding regularly spelled 
one-syllable words. 

w

GRADE 1 Cool Bananas Lesson Plan



13Steps to Comprehension Teacher Guide Sampler

Grades 2–7/8  
Program Overview
Model and Discuss
Big Book

• Use for teacher-led modeling of the 
comprehension skill

• Contains two two-page selections for each 
comprehension skill

• Accompanying Lesson Plan and Big Book 
Worksheet for each Big Book selection

Guided Practice
Skills Practice Reproducible 
Worksheets

• Use for guided practice of the comprehension 
skill with students

• Contains a brief selection for each 
comprehension skill

• Includes a selection-specific graphic organizer 
activity and text-specific comprehension skill 
questions for student practice 

Introduction
Sundance/Newbridge’s Steps to Comprehension is a program for use 
with students who are reading six to twelve months below grade level . 
The goal of Steps to Comprehension is to accelerate below-level and struggling 
readers’ literacy growth and bring them to grade-level proficiency . The Grade 2 
materials implement the gradual release of responsibility model and are  
organized around four key reading comprehension skills: 

Identifying Detail
Main Idea
Sequencing 
Compare and Contrast

40 Steps to Comprehension  Sundance Publishing 
Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.

Diary of a Park Ranger
Name: ________________________________Identifying Detail 

Write the missing details.

Vocabulary
Write the names of these animals’ young.
cat _____________ wolf _____________dog _____________ hen _____________horse _____________ tiger _____________

had ________________
____________________
____________________

was ________________
____________________
____________________

I used a big _________________________________________________________________________________________

An old, 
dead tree

Big Book
ReproducibleWorksheet 1

42
Steps to Comprehension  Sundance Publishing 
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Identifying Detail

Name: ________________________________

Little Bandits
Crash! Something knocked over a trash can. 
What was it? Perhaps it was a “little bandit.”  
Perhaps it was a raccoon.

Raccoons are furry.  
They are about the size of a small dog.  
Some are brown. Some are black.  
Their tails have rings. 
They have black circles around their eyes. 
The circles look like a mask. 
That’s one reason raccoons are called little bandits. 

Another is that raccoons eat all kinds of things. 
They eat frogs. They eat fish. 
They eat nuts and berries. They eat trash! 

Raccoons live all over North America. 
They even live in cities. 
They raid trash cans for food. 

1. Read the text above.
• Circle the words you find hard to read.
• Circle the words you can read, but don’t understand.
After reading, talk about the words with your teacher.

2. Look for details about raccoons.
• Underline details about what they look like in green.
• Underline details about what they eat in red.
• Underline details about where they live in blue.

Skills Practice
Reproducible 
Worksheet 1

43
Steps to Comprehension  Sundance Publishing 
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Identifying Detail

Name: _____________________________

Little Bandits
1. Write the details in the boxes.
Raccoons eat:

2. Write “Yes” if it’s true and “No” if it’s not true.
Yes or No

Raccoons are the size of a small cat.
Some are brown.
They have circles around their eyes.
The circles look like a clown.
Raccoons are not furry.
Some are black.

Questions and Answers
Use the Clues: Why are raccoons called  
little bandits?  ______________________________
__________________________________________

_______________________ _______________________

_______________________ _______________________

Skills Practice
Reproducible 
Worksheet 2

GRADES 2–8 Program Overview
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Application
Student Books

• High-interest, skill-specific leveled readers

• Gradually increase in text complexity

• A variety of fiction and nonfiction text types

• Teacher Notes on inside back cover with skill 
instruction and text-centered questions

Teacher Guide
• Detailed strategies for working with below-level 

students

• Flexible differentiation techniques for whole or  
small group settings

• Lesson Plan for each Big Book selection and  
Student Book 

• Explicit, step-by-step instruction that implements  
the gradual release of responsibility model

• Reading comprehension skills that help below-level 
students improve their proficiency

Assessment and Additional Practice
Blackline Masters Book

• Two Diagnostic Assessment Tests for each 
comprehension skill can be used for pre- and post-
reading assessment and may be administered in 
individual, small-group, or whole-class settings

• Writing Assessment Texts for each comprehension 
skill check students’ ability to compose a written 
response

• Skill-specific Graphic Organizers provide students 
with additional support and practice in organizing 
and retrieving information

• Big Book Worksheets and Skills Practice Worksheets 
for every comprehension skill

• Book-specific Student Book Skills Practice 
Worksheets for every leveled reader 

• Comprehension Questions Worksheets and Let’s 
Discuss Comprehension Skill Worksheets for 
additional student practice

3

Diagnostic Assessment Test—A

Name: ____________________

Fill in the circle next to each correct answer.

1. Where is Carlos’s house?

A in China 



B in France 



C in Turkey 



D in Spain 



2. What is Carlos’s house?

A an apartment 


B a house 



C a cave 



D a tent 



3. How did Carlos’s family make the house?

A They used bricks and tiles. 


B They used pieces of wood. 


C They used sticks from the woods. 


D They dug into the side of a rocky hill. 

4. What does Carlos have in his house?

A the Internet 



B a fireplace 



C a pet dog 



D a rocky hill 



5. In summer, Carlos’s house is…

A cool 



B hot 



C wet 



D big 



6. How do they make another room for the house?

A They build it with bricks. 


B They dig it out. 


C The house doesn’t need another room. 

D They build it with wood. 


Diagnostic Assessment Test

Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.
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44 Steps to Comprehension  Sundance Publishing 
Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.

G — Always Late

Identifying Detail Reproducible Worksheet 1
Name: _______________________________

Identifying Detail
Fill in the missing details.Why were Abby and James really late? (page 7)_________________________________________What happened after the lesson? (page 8)• _______________________________________• ________________________________________________________________________________What happened on Dad’s birthday? (page 10)• _______________________________________• _______________________________________What happened the next week? (page 12)_________________________________________Questions and Answers1. The Text Tells You: What kind of lessons were the children 

having? (page 2)
___________________________________________________
2. Use the Clues: How did the teacher feel when they were late? 
(page 3) 
___________________________________________________

GRL
G

GRL
I

sundance
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Grade 2
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Blackline Masters Book 
Grade 2
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Creature Feature

Name:  

Big Book
Reproducible
Worksheet 1

Main Idea
Write the missing main ideas and details.

Main Idea (paragraph 2) 

 _______________________________________________ __

Main Idea (paragraph 3) 

 _________________________________________________

Details (paragraph 3)

 _________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________

Vocabulary
Synonyms are words that have the same meaning. 
Write synonyms from the text for these words.

visitor  ____________  frightened   ____________
children  ____________  left   ____________  
correct  ____________  odd   ____________  

34

Name: ____________________ Concept Map

Who? Why?

What? How?Concept/Event

When? Where?

MAIN IDEA AND IDENTIFYING DETAIL GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
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Pacing
The chart below provides suggested pacing for 
instruction of each comprehension skill . For 
each daily session, choose from the instructional 
support in the Lesson Plan to meet the needs of 
your students . 

Day Instructional Process Description Materials

Day 1 
About 45–60 
mins.

Assess Students’ Abilities Assess students’ understanding of the 
comprehension skill using the skill-specific 
Diagnostic Assessment Test A

Diagnostic Assessment Test A in the 
Blackline Masters Book

Introduce the Skill Using 
the Big Book

Introduce the comprehension skill to the group 
or whole class using the two skill-specific 
selections in the Big Book. After teaching with 
each selection, complete the related Big Book 
Worksheet with students.

Big Book, Big Book Lesson Plans 
in the Teacher Guide, and Big Book 
Worksheets 1 and 2 in the Blackline 
Masters Book

Day 2 
About 30–45 
mins.

Practice the Skill Using the 
Skills Practice Worksheets

Work with the group to practice jointly 
applying the skill using the selection in the 
Skills Practice Worksheet

Skills Practice Worksheets 1 and 2 in 
the Blackline Masters Book

Day 3 
About 45–60 
mins.

Practice the Skill Using the 
Student Books

Lead the group in practicing the skill using a 
Student Book. Refer to the teaching notes in 
the inside back cover of the book as well as 
in the Lesson Plan to guide students through 
each spread.  Once completed, students can 
work on the related worksheets.

Student Book, Student Book Lesson 
Plan in the Teacher Guide, and title-
specific Worksheets in the Blackline 
Masters Book

Day 4 
About 30–45 
mins.

Apply the Skill Using the 
Student Books

Organize students in up to three ability 
groups. Lead the students needing the most 
support in a guided-reading session, while 
others work in small groups that you monitor 
when the guided-reading group is completing 
their Worksheets.

Student Books, Student Book Lesson 
Plans in the Teacher Guide, and title-
specific Worksheets in the Blackline 
Masters Book

Day 5 
About 30–45 
mins.

Assess the Skill After students have worked through the 
Student Books at their level, assess their 
progress using the skill-specific Diagnostic 
Assessment Test B and the Writing Assessment 
Texts.

Diagnostic Assessment Test B and 
Writing Assessment Texts worksheets 
in the Blackline Masters Book

Pacing Guide

GRADES 2–8 Pacing
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GRADES 2–8 Sample Strategies for Instructional Support

Example:

The title is Giant Squid. I see a large 
creature under water on the cover.  
I think this book will give facts about 
this animal.

Example:

I see headings and pictures. The 
headings help us know what each 
section is about. The pictures give us 
more information.Student Books

Before Reading
Activating Prior Knowledge/Predicting
Guide a pre-reading discussion about a topic 
related to the Student Book:

• Display the book and read aloud the title .

• Ask students to describe the images .

• Model thinking about the title and images to 
predict what the text is about . 

During Reading
Text Structure
Understanding a book’s text structure will help 
students comprehend a text . Choose from the 
following suggestions to guide students:

• Use the Lesson Plan to identify the book’s 
text type . Make a list of fiction and 
nonfiction text types with information about 
each type . 

• For nonfiction text types, model how to 
identify the nonfiction text features. 

• For fiction text types, model how to identify 
story elements: characters, settings, and 
events . Guide students to look at the 
illustrations to help them .

Identifying Detail:  
Giant Squid
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Comprehension Monitoring
While reading, choose from the following 
strategies to support students in comprehension 
monitoring:

• Read aloud the text slowly . As you read, 
make a list of difficult words .

• For each difficult word, model how to sound 
out the word . Have students repeat the word 
after you .

• Display each word’s meaning . 

• Model decoding strategies for unfamiliar 
words .

• Have students use the word list you’ve 
created to recall meanings .

Vocabulary
Teach the focus vocabulary word . Choose from 
the following strategies:

• Sound out the word slowly . 

• Draw a quick picture to support the meaning . 

• Think aloud about the picture and context 
clues .

• Model how to look up the word in a 
dictionary .

• Help students generate example sentences .

• Brainstorm synonyms and antonyms together 
to help students understand the meaning of 
the focus word .

Comprehension Skill Focus
Choose from the following strategies to support 
students’ understanding of the skill:

• Display the comprehension skill definitions . 

• Add signal words that help students notice 
the skill in a text .

• Discuss how each skill will help students 
understand what they read . 

• Ask students to take notes about the text in 
a skill-specific graphic organizer from the 
Blackline Masters Book .

I see two smaller words in this word. I 
can break it apart into its smaller words 
to read it.

Thinking about how things are 
similar and different helps me better 
understand a topic.

In the picture, I see ___, which helps me 
know that [word] has to do with ___. 
The words [context clues] in the text 
help me know that [word] means ___. 

Student Book Lesson Plan

Worksheet

Steps to Comprehension Teacher Guide     21

Guided Practice (Cooperative Learning)

Divide students into pairs. Ask them to turn to pages 6 and 7 to identify the details. Have them 

share the extra information the details told about the size of the squid (giant squid grow a lot 

bigger than most other squid; grow to about 43 feet (13 m) long; biggest squid people have seen 

was about 52.5 feet (16 m) long). Repeat with pages 8 to 11, asking students to share details about 

different parts of squid (Pages 8–9: main part is mantle; two fins on mantle; fins help squid move; 

squid pushes water through funnel to move; two gills let squid breathe; Pages 10–11: has eight arms; 

two tentacles to find food; tentacles longer than arms; arms and tentacles have hundreds of suction 

cups; each suction cup has many tiny teeth on it; giant squid uses suction cups to grab prey). 

Ask the students to go back through the book to identify details on each double-page spread.

Independent Guided Practice Using Graphic Organizers

Ask students to complete the graphic organizers on Identifying Details Worksheets 3 and 4. 

Encourage them to work through the activities independently, giving assistance as required. 

Students can complete photocopied worksheets. When students have completed the graphic 

organizers, ask them to suggest answers to the literal, inferential, and evaluative questions  

at the bottom of the inside back cover of the book. The responses will indicate if they are able  

to get simple or more complex meanings from the text.

Summarizing

Remind students summarizing helps the reader say in a few sentences what was covered in  

a whole text. On the board, write these headings: Size, Body, Food, Stories. In small groups, ask 

students to write a sentence that summarizes the most important information they read about 

these topics (Possible responses: Giant squid … grow to about 43 feet; … have a mantle, gills,  

eight arms and tentacles with suction caps; … eat fish and other squid; … are true, not just stories).

Focusing on Phonics

Draw students’ attention to the vowel diphthongs ow (as in now) and ou (as in out). Ask the 

students to go through the text identifying other examples (how, now, about, mouthpart). List the 

examples on the board. Ask students for other words containing these diphthongs and add them to 

the list (cow, owl, loud, spout). These words could be written onto flashcards and used in activities 

to consolidate students’ spelling skills.

Additional Practice

If a student or a group of students needs additional practice with the comprehension skill, they can 

complete the Identifying Details Worksheets 3 and 4.

ELL Students

Subject/verb agreement: Students may use The boys was … in oral language and writing. Their 

home language may have different rules. Discuss and model in writing simple subject/verb 

agreement using verbs such as is/are, was/were, has/have, let/lets, make/makes, grow/grows,  

live/lives, eat/eats. Teach the rule about single and plural subjects and verbs. Reinforce the rule 

using cloze activities and sentence building with cards and card games such as Concentration.

GOING 
BEYOND 

THE TEXT

AFTER  

READING

Answers
Inside Back Cover: Drawing Conclusions 

Literal Question: They have blue blood. 

Inferential Question: Some sharks might be 

too small to eat adult giant squid, or young 

giant squid might be more tender. Evaluative 

Question: Why do you think that many 

years ago people thought giant squid were 

monsters? Answers will vary. Worksheet 1: 

(pp 6–7) 43 feet up to 52.5 feet; (pp 8–9) 

mantle, funnel, fins, gills; (pp 10–11) eight 

arms and two tentacles with suction cups 

Questions and Answers: 1. (pp 4–5) Giant 

squid are found across the world, far under 

the surface of the ocean. 2. (pp 4–5) They are 

not often seen because they live deep down 

under the surface of the ocean. 3. Answers 

will vary. Worksheet 2: (pp 12–13) hard like 

parrot’s beak; shreds prey; (pp 12–13) fish  

and other squid; (pp 14–15) sharks and  

sperm whales; (pp 16–17) eyes about as  

big as a basketball; blue blood Vocabulary:  

1. (pp 12–13) mouthpart; (pp 14–15) 

sometimes 2. (pp 4–5) very dark – pitch- 

black;   (pp 16–17) very big – huge Worksheet 

3: 1. 23 feet long 2. South America 3. about 

33 feet 4. to grab hold of its prey 5. tears it 

apart 6. They are bigger than giant squid. 7. to 

help it see in the dark water 8. Answers will 

vary. Worksheet 4: 1. Squid live in the ocean. 

Some kinds of squid grow very big, such as the 

giant squid. 2. Sample answer: Giant squid live 

under the ocean’s surface. They live where the 

water is deep and cold. 3–8. Answers will vary. 

20 sundance

The small pieces of information in a text

Identifying Detail

Activating Prior Knowledge/Predicting
Introduce the book to students by discussing the cover and photographs. Ask students what they 

know about giant squid. Make a list of this information on the board. Point out any special details 

they have given you and explain this is important information. Ask students to predict what other 

details they will learn about giant squid from the text. Text StructureExplain to students that Giant Squid is a factual description. Tell them a factual text contains 

true information. Descriptions give special details about people, animals, and things. Explain an 

introduction is followed by information under different subheadings. Ask the students to follow  

the words in the book as you read page 2. After reading, ask the students what facts they read 

about squids (live in ocean; some grow very big; a giant squid is very big kind of squid).
Comprehension MonitoringAsk students to follow the text as you read it aloud. At the end of each spread, ask them to identify 

words or phrases they cannot read or can read but do not understand. List the words on the board 

and discuss their meanings. Ask students to reread the text for fluency. When complete, select 

students to retell the main points covered in the text.Vocabulary
The word pitch-black on pages 4 and 16 may be unfamiliar to some students. Read the sentences 

on pages 4 and 16 and ask them to suggest what the word means. Explain the hyphen is used to 

make two words one. Explain pitch is a very dark substance. When used with the word black, the 

hyphenated word means extremely dark. Have students suggest things that could be pitch-black. 

Comprehension Skill FocusDiscuss the comprehension skill Identifying Detail. Explain that identifying detail is finding more 

information about main ideas surrounding events, objects, animals, or people. Have students consider 

details about giant squid, such as their bodies and eating habits, as they read the sections of the text.

Modeling
Reread pages 2 and 3 with students. Draw their attention to the question What lives in the ocean?  

Tell them the following details in the text answer the question (fish, whales, and dolphins live in 

ocean, and so do squid; some kinds of squid grow very big; a giant squid is a very big kind of squid).

Guided PracticeAsk students to turn to pages 4 and 5. Assist them to find details about where giant squid live. 

Remind them details are small pieces of information (giant squid live in oceans across the world;  

far under the surface of ocean, where it is pitch-black and very cold because the water is so deep).

K — Giant SquidText Type: Factual DescriptionWord Count: 447
High-Frequency Word Focus: growPhonics: Variant vowels – ow how, now;  ou about, mouthpartVocabulary: Compound words – mouthpart, sometimes; Word meanings – pitch-black, huge 

Focus Word: pitch-black

DURING 
READING

BEFORE 
READING

GRADES 2–8 Sample Strategies for Instructional Support
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Component Purpose Suggested Use
Diagnostic Assessment Test A 
(one per comprehension skill)

Assess students’ understanding of specific 
comprehension skills using a short selection 
and multiple-choice questions. The tests also 
give students practice in the typical format 
used in standardized tests. 

Use as a pre-reading assessment of students’ understanding 
of a comprehension skill. Have students complete 
independently, in small groups, or as a whole class, while 
providing assistance as needed.

Diagnostic Assessment Test B 
(one per comprehension skill)

Assess students’ understanding of specific 
comprehension skills using a short selection 
and multiple-choice questions. The tests also 
give students practice in the typical format 
used in standardized tests.

Use as a post-reading assessment to monitor students’ 
development of their understanding of a comprehension skill. 
Have students complete independently, in small groups, or as 
a whole class, while providing assistance as needed.

Writing Assessment Texts 
(one per comprehension skill)

Check students’ ability to compose a written 
response related to a comprehension skill in 
a selection. 

Use to assess students’ comprehension and writing skills. 
Refer to the Constructive Response Assessment Guide for 
each Writing Assessment to evaluate students’ responses.

Skills Practice Reproducible 
Worksheets 
(two per comprehension skill)

Check students’ ability to recognize the 
comprehension skill and provide additional 
practice before students move to the Student 
Books.

Use to assess students’ understanding of the comprehension 
skill. Have students complete as a whole group, in small 
groups, or independently.

Literal, Inferential, and Evaluative 
Questions 
(one set per Student Book on the inside 
back cover of the book)

Check students’ level of comprehension of 
the text.

Ask students to suggest answers individually or in small 
groups. Students who are struggling the most may be able to 
answer literal questions, indicating that they are able to get 
simple meanings from the text. Students who are grasping 
the skill should be able to answer inferential and evaluative 
questions, showing that they are able to get more complex 
meanings from the text.

Book-Specific Skills Practice 
Worksheets 
(two worksheets per Student Book)

Evaluate students’ comprehension of 
the text and their understanding of the 
comprehension skill.

Have students complete these title-specific worksheets 
individually or in small groups. Use their work to determine 
how much additional practice they need with the 
comprehension skill.

Comprehension Questions 
Worksheets 
(one worksheet for most Student Books)

Provide additional practice with answering 
text-specific higher-order thinking questions.

Have students complete these title-specific worksheets 
individually, in pairs, or in small groups for additional practice. 

Let’s Discuss Worksheets 
(one worksheet for most Student Books)

Provide additional practice with recognizing 
a comprehension skill in a text.

Have students complete these title-specific worksheets 
individually, in pairs, or in small groups for additional practice.

Assessment
Formal and informal assessment opportunities 
in the Steps to Comprehension materials are 
designed to assist you as you monitor progress 
toward literacy goals . Regular assessment 
of below-level readers allows you to adjust 
instruction and text levels according to students’ 
progress . 

Multiple opportunities throughout the reading 
process allow you to monitor each student’s 

ability and understanding . Each Student Book 
includes several worksheets found in the 
grade level Blackline Masters Book . The chart 
below describes the purpose and use of each 
assessment opportunity . 

Students may require support in understanding 
the tasks . As needed, allow students to work 
together to complete the activities and 
worksheets in small groups . 

Assessment Materials

GRADES 2–8 Assessment
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Main Idea

BEFORE 
READING

Activating Prior Knowledge/Predicting
Introduce the text to students, discussing the information in the photographs. Ask students 
to predict what the text might be about. On the board, list what students already know about 
rhinoceroses and what they want to find out. Tell them that rhinoceroses are an endangered 
species, and discuss with them the meaning of the word endangered. 

Comprehension Monitoring
Read the text with students. As you read, underline any words students find difficult to read  
or can read but do not understand. Clarify the meanings of these words. Discuss strategies 
students can use to decode unfamiliar words, e.g., in endanger, the root word is danger,  
which means “trouble,” so if something is endangered, it must be in trouble.

Comprehension Skill Focus
Explain to students that the main idea tells what a paragraph or section of text is about. The 
whole text has a main idea, which is often written as the first or last sentence. Each paragraph  
has its own main idea, which is usually the first or last sentence in the paragraph.

Modeling the Comprehension Skill
Read the first paragraph with students. Ask them what it tells us about rhinoceroses. Ask a student 
to underline the first sentence (Rhinoceroses are in danger of dying out.). Tell students that this is 
the main idea of the first paragraph, and that everything that comes after it gives details about 
that main idea. Read paragraph two to students, and ask them to suggest the main idea for this 
paragraph. Remind them that the first or last sentence can often be the main idea. Ask a student 
to underline the main idea for paragraph two (People hunt rhinoceroses for their horns.). Read 
paragraph three to students. Ask what the main idea of the paragraph is. In this paragraph,  
the last sentence is the main idea (Everyone should protect rhinoceroses.). Ask a student to use  
a different color or a wavy line to underline this sentence. 

Skills Practice Using a Graphic Organizer
Using Worksheet 1, jointly work through the graphic organizer and vocabulary activity. Ask 
the students to compare their previous knowledge with the new information they now have.

Big Book: Dying for Their Horns
Text Type: Information Report
Word Count:  103
Vocabulary: Verbs – show, happen, protect

Answers 
Worksheet 1: 1. Paragraph 2: People hunt 
rhinoceroses for their horns. Paragraph 3: 
Everyone should protect rhinoceroses. 2. Main 
Idea: Everyone should protect rhinoceroses. 

Question 1: Rhinos are nearly extinct  
because people hunt them for their horns.  
3. Vocabulary: happens, happened, happening; 
protect, protected, protecting

DURING 
READING

The most important details or information in a text

GRADE 3 Main Idea Big Book Lesson Plan
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The most important details or information in a textMain Idea

Activating Prior Knowledge/Predicting
Introduce the text to students, discussing the information that the photographs provide.  
Ask students to predict what the text might be about. Have students look at the image of the
chameleon. Ask them to tell you what they know about chameleons. On the board, list what
students already know about chameleons and what they want to find out.

Comprehension Monitoring
Read the text with students. When finished, ask them to underline any words they found difficult 
to read or could read but did not understand. Clarify the meanings of these words, and discuss any 
strategies students can use to pronounce words correctly or to find the meanings of unfamiliar 
words, e.g., the word depending can be broken into the syllables de-pen-ding to aid 
pronunciation.

Comprehension Skill Focus
Remind students they are going to find first the main ideas of each paragraph and then  
the main idea of the whole text. Remind them that the main idea is usually found in the first  
or last sentence.

Modeling the Comprehension Skill
Read the first paragraph with students and ask them what it tells us about chameleons.  
Ask a student to underline the main idea of the first paragraph (Chameleons can change  
to many colors.). Read paragraph two with students. Ask a student to underline the main idea
(It can suddenly change its color.). Read paragraph three. Have another student identify and 
underline the main idea of this paragraph (A chameleon’s color can show how it is feeling.).
Tell students that this is also the main idea for the whole text.

Skills Practice Using a Graphic Organizer
Using Worksheet 2, ask the students to complete the graphic organizer and vocabulary activity. 
Ask the students to compare the information listed previously on the board with what they know 
now about chameleons.

Big Book:  Lizards That Change Color 
Text Type: Factual Description
Word Count:  112
Vocabulary: Compound word – sometimes

Answers
Worksheet 2: 1. Paragraph 1: Chameleons can 
change to many colors. Paragraph 2: It can 
suddenly change color. 2. Detail 1: yellow might 
be angry. Detail 2: a darker color might show it is 
afraid. 3. Chameleon should be darker color.  
4. Vocabulary: sometimes Skills Practice 

Worksheet 1: 2. Paragraph 1: Dentists look 
after our teeth. Paragraph 2: Sam is here for a 
check-up. Paragraph 3: Dr. Brown checks Sam’s 
teeth. Paragraph 4: Dr. Brown helps Sam look 
after his teeth. Whole text: Dentists look after 
our teeth. Skills Practice Worksheet 2: 1. and   

2. Check Skills Practice Worksheet 1; 3. gives 
Sam a new toothbrush; shows him how to brush 
his teeth properly; reminds Sam not to eat too 
many sweets 

BEFORE 
READING

DURING 
READING

Worksheet

AFTER  
READING

GRADE 3 Main Idea Big Book Lesson Plan
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The most important details or information in a textMain Idea

Activating Prior Knowledge/Predicting
Introduce the book to students by discussing the cover and illustrations. Ask students if they know 
anything about wild bees or if they have ever seen bees in a hive or honey in a honeycomb.  
Point out that the title tells who the characters in the story are but gives no clues about the plot.  
Ask students to make predictions about the story. 

Text Structure
Explain to the students that The Honey Bird and the Badger is a narrative. It has a beginning, where 
the main characters and setting are introduced, a number of events that build the story, and an 
ending or resolution. Ask students to follow the words as you read page 2. After reading, ask which 
characters were introduced and where the story is set (Honey Bird, bees, forest).

Comprehension Monitoring
Ask students to follow the text as you read it aloud. At the end of each spread, ask them to identify 
words or phrases they cannot read or can read but do not understand. On the board, list the words 
and discuss their meanings. Ask students to reread the text for fluency. When complete, select 
students to retell the main points covered in the text.

Vocabulary
The word nectar on page 4 may be unfamiliar to some students. Read the sentence containing  
the word nectar to the students. Ask if anyone knows the meaning of the word. Build on responses  
by explaining to students where nectar is found on the flower. Use a dictionary to find the correct 
definition (sweet liquid found in flower).

Comprehension Skill Focus
Discuss the comprehension skill Main Idea. Explain that main ideas tell what a paragraph, page,  
or text is about, and usually come at the beginning or end of a paragraph. They are supported  
by details. Have students consider the main idea of each double-page spread as they read.

Modeling
Go back and read pages 2 and 3. This time, draw students’ attention to the last sentence  
(She needed her friend Badger to help.). Tell them this is the main idea of the beginning of the story. 
The other sentences provide details (Details: Honey Bird loved honey; she was a little bird who lived 
in forest; bees lived there; she loved eating honey; she could not open beehive and get honey because 
she was too small).

K — The Honey Bird and the Badger 
Text Type: Narrative
Word Count: 442
High-Frequency Word Focus: friend, laugh
Phonics: Silent consonants – l could, walking
Vocabulary: Silent b – climbed; Word meanings – 
greedy, puffed, cross 
Focus Word: nectar

DURING 
READING

BEFORE 
READING

GRADE 3 The Honey Bird and the Badger Lesson Plan
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Guided Practice
Ask students to turn to pages 4 to 7. Assist them to find the main ideas. Remind them the main idea is 
usually found in the first or last sentence (Every day, Honey Bird looked for beehives.; Honey Bird needed 
help.).

Guided Practice (Cooperative Learning)
Divide students into small groups. Ask them to turn to pages 8 and 9 to find the main idea (Badger was 
greedy). Have them share the reasons why they chose this statement as the main idea. Repeat for pages 10 
and 11 (I’ll teach him a lesson). Direct students to page 24 to find the main idea of the whole text (Honey 
Bird had tricked him too many times). Have them go through the whole text to find the main idea on each 
double-page spread.

Independent Guided Practice Using Graphic Organizers
Ask students to complete the graphic organizers on Main Idea Worksheets 1 and 2. Encourage them 
to work through the activities independently, giving assistance as required. Students can complete 
photocopied worksheets. When students have completed the graphic organizers, ask them to suggest 
answers to the literal, inferential, and evaluative questions at the bottom of the inside back cover of the 
book. The responses will indicate if they are able to get simple or more complex meanings from the text.

Summarizing
Remind students that summarizing helps the reader say in a few sentences what was covered in a whole 
text. Ask the following questions, and write students’ responses on the board: What did Honey Bird like? 
What did Honey Bird do to Badger? Who did Honey Bird ask for help? Why did Badger walk away? What did 
Badger do with the honey? In small groups, have students number the answers to show the sequence in 
which the events occurred in the story (Order of answers: 1, 3, 5, 2, 4).

Focusing on Phonics
Draw students’ attention to the silent consonant l (as in would). Ask the students to go through the text 
identifying other examples (could, walking). List them on the board. Ask students for other words that have 
a silent l and add them to the list (should, talk). These words could be written onto flashcards and used in 
activities to consolidate students’ spelling skills.

Additional Practice
If a student or a group of students needs additional practice with the comprehension skill, they can 
complete the Main Idea Worksheets 3 and 4.

ELL Students
Inflectional endings for past tense: Focus on ed as the inflectional ending that indicates past tense. 
Examples in the text are loved, lived, needed, looked, follow(ed), climb(ed), laugh(ed), puff(ed), pant(ed), 
trick(ed), scratch(ed). Discuss irregular verbs, such as fly/flew, eat/ate. Sentence building with words on 
cards, cloze activities, and card games such as Snap and Concentration will help embed this rule. Start a 
class chart of examples, and include a column for irregular verbs.

GOING 
BEYOND 

THE TEXT

AFTER  
READING

Answers 
Inside Back Cover: Drawing Conclusions Literal 
Question: Why could Honey Bird not get the 
honey by herself? (pp 2–3) Honey Bird was too 
small. Inferential Question: Why did Honey 
Bird want Badger to get very tired? (pp 14–15) 
Honey Bird wanted to teach Badger a lesson. 
Evaluative Question: What plan would you 
use to teach Badger a lesson? Answers will 
vary. Worksheet 1: (pp 4–5) Every day, Honey 
Bird looked for beehives. (pp 10–11) I’ll teach 
him a lesson. (pp 12–13) Honey Bird had a 
plan. (pp 20–21) She had tricked Badger again. 

Questions and Answers: 1. (pp 4–5) To get 
the honey. 2. (pp 12–13) Badger wanted to 
find some more honey. 3. Answers will vary. 
Worksheet 2: (pp 8–9) Badger got honey; gave 
little to Honey Bird; ate rest; (pp 14–15) Honey 
Bird flew faster; Badger puffed; Badger was 
tired; (pp 16–17) Badger asked where honey 
was; too tired; Honey Bird said it was in rotten 
log; Badger dug in log; no honey; Badger got 
dirty and cross; she had tricked Badger;  
(pp 22–23) was tired of tricking Badger; asked 

Badger to follow Vocabulary: (pp 8–9) climbed, 
greedy, (pp 14–15) puffed, (pp 16–17) cross 
Worksheet 3: 1. in a forest 2. She followed the 
bees to their hive. 3. to help get the honey  
4–5. Answers will vary. 6. to make Badger tired  
7. Prickly fruit scratched him. 8. because Honey 
Bird tricked him Worksheet 4: 1. She waited 
for bees to come. The bees get nectar. Honey 
Bird followed the bees to their beehive.  
2. Honey Bird needed help. 3–8. Answers will 
vary. 

GRADE 3 The Honey Bird and the Badger Lesson Plan
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Reading Comprehension Skills are introduced  
in the Grades 2–8 programs.
Grades 2–8 Reading Comprehension Skills

Skill Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grades 7/8

Identifying Detail • • •

Main Idea • • • • • •

Sequencing • • • •

Compare and Contrast • • • • • •

Fact and Opinion • • • • •

Cause and Effect • • • • •

Bias and Prejudice • • •

Figurative Language • •

Grade Guided Reading Levels Components

Kindergarten A–C 1 Big Book of Themes, 20 Student Books, 1 Teacher Guide, 1 Blackline Masters Book

Grade 1 D–F 1 Big Book of Themes, 20 Student Books, 1 Teacher Guide, 1 Blackline Masters Book

Grade 2 G–J 1 Big Book, 24 Student Books, 1 Teacher Guide, 1 Blackline Masters Book

Grade 3 K–M 2 Big Books, 24 Student Books, 1 Teacher Guide, 1 Blackline Masters Book

Grade 4 N–P 2 Big Books, 24 Student Books, 1 Teacher Guide, 1 Blackline Masters Book

Grade 5 Q–S 2 Big Books, 24 Student Books, 1 Teacher Guide, 1 Blackline Masters Book

Grade 6 T–V 2 Big Books, 24 Student Books, 1 Teacher Guide, 1 Blackline Masters Book

Grades 7/8 W–Y 2 Big Books, 24 Student Books, 1 Teacher Guide, 1 Blackline Masters Book

Program Components

STEPS TO COMPREHENSION Components & Skills
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is designed to offer explicit support for 
teachers and ample practice for students 

who are reading below grade level. 
Increase students’ proficiency and develop 

successful, independent readers with 
flexible, easy-to-follow instruction.
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