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Introduction
With the Sundance/Newbridge Newcomers Kit, 
teachers can provide conversation zones that build 
and enrich the emotional, social, and cultural 
experiences of students who are newcomers in the 
United States . In these meetings, students are able 
to practice their English in a group of peers . With 
the materials in the Kit, students can enhance their 
understandings of their new surroundings while also 
acquiring reading and writing skills .

Get Started
Schools that have established a regular meeting 
time for all students who have recently moved to 
the United States can use the materials in the Kit as 
the content for their sessions . The materials allow 
for flexibility depending on how often and for 
how long the school’s group is able to meet . Refer 
to the Pacing Guide (page 4) for suggested pacing 
information . 

Setting Up Conversation Zones
The meetings of the newcomer students are 
designed to be facilitated by a teacher who will 
provide the opportunity for students to learn from 
not only the materials in the Kit but also from each 
other . The teacher oversees students as they share 
their experiences in a stress-free environment . To set 
up these welcoming conversation zones, the teacher 
should emphasize to students that these sessions 
are meant to be fun and are a place for all students 
to learn together . The teacher should establish 
with students key guidelines for conversations, 
including taking turns, speaking one at a time, 
listening to each other, and treating each other 
respectfully . Students are encouraged to explain 
their own ideas, listen carefully to each other’s ideas, 
and ask clarifying questions . As students’ language 
acquisition grows, the teacher can support students 
as they learn to respond to each other’s comments 
by linking their ideas to the thoughts of others, 
which will demonstrate that they are strengthening 
their speaking and listening skills over the course of 
the group’s meetings . 

About the Newcomers Kit 
Materials
The Newcomers Kit is organized into themes 
focused on Social Studies and Science content . 
The themes enable the teacher to cultivate the 
curiosity and enthusiasm that newcomers to the 
United States have about their new home . The 
Kit is available in Basic, Extended, and Complete 
options . In the Basic Kit, the conversations within 
the themes address key concepts that include:

• Communities
• Environmental Responsibility
• Markets, Moving, Money, and other 

introductory economic issues
• Observing the World Around Us
• Recycling
• U .S . Symbols

In the Extended and Complete options, the above 
key concepts are expanded upon and additional 
concepts are covered, including:  

• Housing
• Play
• Safety and Rules
• U .S . History and U .S . Historical Figures
• Voting, Volunteering, and other Civic 

Interactions
The newcomers’ meetings begin with an opening 
session in which the students and teacher become 
acquainted and discuss the goals of the sessions . 
Then the meetings revolve around themes in 
which the teacher and students engage in an active 
discussion about a specific book and related topics . 
For each theme, the teacher facilitates the discussion 
and leads the group in extension activities . 
Throughout the meetings, students use their 
journals to take notes and draw about the topics . 
At the end of the meetings, students participate 
in a culminating project that the group develops 
together .
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Application of the Kit Components 
Each Newcomers Kit contains: 

• one Big Book per theme
• one Teacher Guide 
• copies of each Student Book, a smaller version 

of the Big Book
• blank Journals 

For every theme, the teacher uses the Big Book 
during read-aloud sessions to introduce vocabulary 
and convey key ideas . The instructional support 
for each Big Book is structured in a before, 
during, and after reading format with relevant, 
engaging prompts that are intended to springboard 
discussions . Each Big Book’s plan is made up of 
an introduction to the topic and key vocabulary, 
conversation starters during reading, and wrap-up 
activities . The support provided within each section 
is intended to allow for flexibility for the teacher to 
either select only a few prompts and activities or to 
delve deeper into a topic of interest to students as 
time allows .
The Student Book contains the same content as the 
Big Book in a smaller, kid-friendly size . Students 
may use the book to follow along with the read-
aloud of the Big Book . It may be particularly 
helpful for students to refer to their copies during 
subsequent readings of the Big Book . After they 
have heard the content at least once, they will 
be better able to follow along in their book, 
building their letter-sound correspondence, word 
recognition, and vocabulary acquisition . The 
Student Books may also be used for small group 
work in which students participate in a shared 
rereading of the book . Additionally, students may 
take home the book to read with family members . 
Each Big Book’s lesson plan includes after-reading 
activities in which the group wraps up its discussion 
of the topic and the teacher informally assesses 
students’ comprehension of the book using a 
graphic organizer . As part of the wrap up, the 
lesson plan also provides a journal activity in which 
students reflect on what they have learned . Younger 
students may use drawings to communicate their 
thoughts, while more advanced students may write 
sentences or short paragraphs in their reflections . 

The lesson plan also suggests one or more hands-
on extension activities relevant to each topic that 
enable the group to think more deeply about the 
theme . These extension activities offer a variety of 
ways for students to engage with the content as they 
build upon their language and reading skills . 

Leveled Readers for All Learners
Newcomers to the United States will come to school 
with different language levels . Leveled readers are 
an ideal way to be able to differentiate instruction 
for students depending on their abilities . Students 
who need more substantial support can work more 
closely with the teacher to read a low level book 
while more advanced students can read a more 
difficult book in small groups or with a partner . A 
teacher-led read-aloud of a leveled reader will help 
students who are reading below-level to gain the 
support they need for comprehension, while the 
teacher can use discussion prompts and extension 
activities to challenge on- and above-level students .

English Language Learners
Newcomers to the United States who are English 
Language Learners will need significant support 
to build their reading comprehension, writing, 
speaking and listening, and language skills . Teachers 
may find value in taking time to teach these learners 
about English grammar . During group discussions, 
these students may need sentence frames to help 
them form their responses to even basic literal 
questions . Use the following tips and strategies to 
incorporate English language acquisition into the 
goals of the newcomers’ meetings:

• Focus on the key ideas and details in the Big 
Book . Ask students literal questions about 
the text: What is the book mostly about? What 
information did you learn? Have students 
answer the questions using provided sentence 
starters, such as The book is mostly about ___, to 
reinforce proper syntax .

• For books about a process or series of events, 
have students complete diagrams to show the 
sequence in the process or the order in which 
the events happened . (Continued in BASIC  
and EXTENDED Teacher Guides.)
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Theme:  

One World, Many Cultures

Introduction
If a globe is available in the media center or 
classroom, display it for students . Explain: This is a 
model of Earth, the place where we all live. Point to 
the United States and identify it as the country we 
live in . Invite volunteers to name other countries 
they know of or have family in . Guide them in 
finding those countries on the globe .
Then display the cover of the Big Book One World, 
Many Cultures, and read aloud the title . Equate the 
globe with the first part of the title (One World) 
and the cover photos with the second part of the 
title (Many Cultures) . Say: This book shows us how 
people throughout the world live. We’ll learn about 
food, homes, clothing, manners, and celebrations in 
many cultures.

Introduce Concepts and Vocabulary
Use the Big Book’s Glossary and other text features 
to preview vocabulary words, including: culture, 
holidays, traditional, and customs . Have students 
pronounce each word and discuss its meaning . 
Explain that students will read these words in the 
book . 

Read Aloud and Talk Together
Read the Big Book together . Point to and read the 
heading at the beginning of each chapter . Discuss 
how this information focuses the reader’s thinking . 
Then read the main text, and stop to point to each 
picture and point to and read any labels or captions . 

n Pages 2–5: Big Idea: Culture is a way of life 
shared by any group of people .

Read aloud the text and discuss the photos . Probe 
with questions asking students if they have seen 
these things before or if they have questions about 
the book, to encourage a discussion about the 
different cultures . As you read the question on 
page 4, pause to discuss answers . Model as you 
read, showing how each nonfiction text feature 
helps the reader think about the information and 
ideas . Use the photos to springboard a discussion 
about students’ cultural traditions in their home 
countries and the new cultural traditions they have 
experienced so far in the United States . Ask: How 
do environments influence cultures? (When people 
have to meet their basic needs, they turn to the 
environment around them .) 

n Pages 6–7: Big Idea: Every culture has its 
favorite foods .

Read aloud the text . Guide students to use the 
photos to understand the meanings of the words 
that name foods in the text . As you read the 
question on page 7, pause to discuss answers . Ask: 
How are the foods people eat in different cultures 
affected by where they live? (They may harvest local 
foods, grow crops that fit with their environment, 
or raise animals that can survive in such a climate .)

n Pages 8–9: Big Idea: Different cultures may 
have different homes .

Read aloud the text . Ask: How do the homes people 
live in differ based on where they live? (When building 
homes, people often use materials that can be 
gathered or made locally . Homes made of wood, rock, 
brick, grass, mud, and so on are designed to offer 
protection from the climate . In hot areas, homes may 

6 Newcomers Kit—BASIC © Sundance/Newbridge, LLC



be open and built on one level . In coastal or flood 
areas, homes may be built on stilts, or people may live 
on boats . In cold areas, homes may have a fireplace .)

n Pages 10–11: Big Idea: Many cultures have a 
traditional style of dress .

Read the text with students . Ask: Why do you think 
people in the world tend to dress more and more alike? 
(Possible answer: because of technology, people can 
see the same clothing styles and buy clothes from 
anywhere in the world) Have students describe 
the traditional dress they see in each photo . Invite 
volunteers to describe the traditional clothing of their 
native culture . Then ask students to describe what the 
clothing in the United States is like . Allow students to 
use gestures or drawings to form their responses .

n Pages 12–16: Big Idea: Every culture has 
celebrations, but the types of celebrations are 
different .

Read the text with students . Discuss the word 
celebrations . Act out with students what celebrate 
means . Ask: How do people keep cultural traditions 
alive? (Accept reasonable answers .) Discuss with 
students a custom their parents, grandparents, or 
older family members have taught them . It may 
have to do with celebrating a holiday, making a 
special food, or wearing special clothing . Explain 
that this teaching is the way that ideas or customs 
stay alive in a culture . They get passed on from one 
generation to the next .
The Glossary is also a way to share more 
conversations in the group . You may select to have 
students work as whole group, small group, or in 
pairs to revisit the text and discuss the Glossary 
terms and compare and contrast them with pictures 
in the book and their own cultures . 

Wrap Up
Make materials available for individual and partner 
readings and for center work to support fluency and 
comprehension . Allow students to reread the book 
independently or in pairs . Encourage them to ask 
questions and share liberally . When someone asks you 
a question, share the question with the group and 
have members of the group share what they know .

Use a Graphic Organizer to Assess
Distribute a Compare and Contrast graphic 
organizer (TG p . 25) . Use the following questions 
to guide a discussion: How are all cultures alike? How 
are cultures different? How does where people live make 
a difference in what they eat? What they wear? How 
they build their homes? Have students review their 
books to look for answers and record their ideas in 
their charts . 

Journal Activity 
Have students open their journals to a new page 
and write the heading “Cultures .” Then reread page 
16 with students . Invite them to respond to the two 
questions posed on the page and draw two pictures 
or write two paragraphs: one about their own 
culture and one about other cultures . Provide the 
following sentence frames for support:
I like the _____________ of my culture.
I like the _____________ of other cultures.

Hands-On Extension Activities
Have students complete the following hands-on 
activity over the course of two or three sessions to 
explore new cultures:

• Using the student books, have students pick 
two cultures that are new to them—American 
culture and one other—and research one 
or two aspects of the culture . Aspects may 
include homes, foods, environment, clothes, or 
languages spoken .

• Have students share what they learned with a 
partner or small group .

• As a class, have students contribute to a chart 
that shows the similarities and differences 
between cultures .

• Ask students to discuss how much of culture is 
the same and how much is different . 

• Optional: 
 Using wood sticks and construction paper, 
have students construct a model of a city or 
home in one of the cultures researched . 

 Have students draw and color traditional 
costumes or dress in the culture .

 Use the work done by students as a display 
in the media center or classroom .
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Theme:  

Looking at Money

Introduction
In Looking at Money, students will learn that our coins 
and bills show pictures of people who are important 
to our country . Display the Big Book cover . Then ask 
for a volunteer to come up to the book, read the name 
under the picture of Benjamin Franklin, and tell how 
much the bill is worth . Then ask: Has anyone heard of 
Benjamin Franklin? Do you know why he is famous? Tell 
students that Franklin was a great inventor of his time 
(during the 1700s) and was known for giving wise 
advice to some of our first presidents . 
Ask for another volunteer, and repeat the same 
process for Ulysses S . Grant . Explain that Grant 
helped lead the North to victory during the Civil 
War and later became our eighteenth president . 
Record this information in a chart like the one 
below . 

Introduce Concepts and Vocabulary
Write the following words from the Big Book on 
the board . Read the words with students and discuss 
the meanings of them . 

free able to do and think as one wishes 
elected chosen by voters 
right what belongs or is owed to people according to 

the law 
history events of the past that lead up to the present 

Read Aloud and Talk Together
You may wish to read aloud the Big Book all the 
way through and then reread, encouraging students 
to join in . Use the following questions to guide 
comprehension, prompt discussion, and deepen 
understanding of the key concept . 

n Pages 2–3: Big Idea: Money, which comes in 
coins and bills, is used to buy things . 

Discuss what the people are doing in the photo on 
page 2 . Ask students to brainstorm other ways they 
might earn money, such as through mowing the 
neighbors’ grass, weeding gardens, walking dogs, 
and other tasks . Discuss what students know about 
spending money .

n Pages 4–10: Big Idea: Coins show the faces of 
important people from U .S . history . 

After reading pages 4–8, ask: What job do these five 
men have in common? Invite students to share what 
the coins from their native country look like . Then 
read pages 9 and 10 . Ask: What words would you use 
to describe the women whose pictures are on the dollar 
coins? 

n Pages 11–13: Big Idea: Bills also show the faces 
of important people from U .S . history . 

After reading pages 11 and 12, point out that 
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln are 
pictured on both a bill and a coin . Ask: What do 
you think this says about these men? Then read page 
13 . Ask: Why does it make sense that Alexander 
Hamilton’s picture is on our money? Explain. 
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n Pages 14–16: Big Idea: Each state has its own 
unique state quarter . 

Text Feature: Chart 
Ask: Which year did our state quarter come out? 

Wrap Up
Tell students that an author’s purpose is the reason 
why he or she wrote something . Ask students why 
they think the author wrote this book . Help them 
answer the question by pointing out what they have 
learned in the book . Students should recognize that 
the author’s purpose was to show how our coins 
and bills show pictures of people who are important 
to our country . This is also a way to remember 
contributors to our American history .
Make materials available for individual and partner 
readings and for center work to support fluency and 
comprehension . Encourage students to read their 
student book versions of the Big Book to a partner 
or on their own .

Use a Graphic Organizer to Assess
Distribute a Main Topic and Details Web (TG  
p . 27) . Have students write the main topic of this 
book in the Topic circle of their graphic organizers . 
Then ask students to tell what they learned about 
money from this book . Help them to record their 
ideas in their graphic organizers . Encourage them to 
add other details about money they may know .

Journal Activity
Have students open their journals to a new page 
and write the heading “Money .” Have students 
write or draw to show what they have learned about 
money in the United States . Have students choose a 
person who deserves the honor of being on a coin . 
Ask them to draw the coin and write a caption or 
paragraph that describes it . Have volunteers share 
their work with the group .

Hands-On Extension Activity
More About Money
Have students work together to create a chart like 
the one you made before reading . Ask students to 
add drawings or illustrations of each bill or coin to 
the chart as well as photos or drawings of the people 
who are shown on each type of money . Encourage 
students to find out more information about one 
of the people who they found most interesting and 
share their research with the group . 
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Theme:  

Symbols of America

Introduction
Note: The Big Books Symbols of America and 
America’s Symbols included in the Newcomers Kit can 
be taught together or consecutively to bridge additional 
concepts, encourage further research, and enrich 
activities.
Point to the American flag in the room . Explain: 
This is the American flag. It is a symbol of our country. 
Ask students to name other places where they have 
seen the American flag displayed . 
Next, display the cover of the Big Book, Symbols of 
America . Read the title and identify the Statue of 
Liberty . Ask students to locate the American flag in 
the photo . Say: Both the flag and the Statue of Liberty 
are symbols of America. In this book, we will find out 
more about each of them. We’ll also read about other 
symbols of America.

Introduce Concepts and Vocabulary
Use the Big Book’s Glossary to preview key 
vocabulary words, including: symbols, freedom, 
united, immigrants, and capital . Then briefly 
walk through the Big Book as you show students 
photographs from the Big Book that represent these 
vocabulary words . Ask them to say the words with 
you . Then work with students to help them use the 
words in simple sentences .

Preview Nonfiction Text Features 
Page through the Big Book, pointing out: 

• Photos: Explain that a nonfiction book, like 
Symbols of America, usually includes photos 
because it gives facts . Leaf through the book and 
point out the photos .

• Table of Contents: Read the first entry . Trace 
the dotted line to 4 and explain that the first 
section begins on that page . Read the other 
headings and ask students to tell the page 
number for each section . Turn to that page and 
read the heading . Point out that it matches the 
heading in the Table of Contents .

• Headings (pp. 4, 6, 8, 10, 12): Turn to 
each page and point out and read the heading . 
Return to the Table of Contents to match up the 
headings with the entries there .

• Labels and captions: Point to and read labels 
and captions throughout the book . Explain that 
a label names what is in the photograph, and 
a caption is a sentence or two that tells more 
about the photograph .

• Boldfaced words/Glossary: Review that 
the Glossary gives the meanings for important 
words in the book . Then on page 2, point out 
that the word symbols is in dark type . Say: All the 
words in dark type are in the Glossary. Go to the 
Glossary to find their meanings.

Read Aloud and Talk Together
Point to and read the heading at the beginning of 
each section . Discuss how this information focuses 
the reader’s thinking . Then read the main text . Point 
to each picture and point to and read any labels or 
captions . Discuss how each nonfiction text feature 
helps the reader think about the information and 
ideas . 

n Pages 2–3: Big Idea: Symbols of America send 
messages about our freedom without using words . 
Ask: What symbols do you see in the photos? Ask 
students to describe what our flag looks like .
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n Pages 4–5: Big Idea: The Liberty Bell is a 
symbol of freedom .

Explain to students that the Fourth of July is the 
day Americans celebrate their independence from 
England . Ask: How is the Liberty Bell important to 
Americans?

n Pages 6–7: Big Idea: The American flag is a 
symbol of how Americans are united .

Read the sentence with the boldfaced word united . 
Point out how the clues in the surrounding text 
and pictures can help you figure out the meaning 
of a word . Then turn to the Glossary to check the 
meaning . Ask: What do you see in the photos? What 
are ways that Americans show they are united? 

n Pages 8–9: Big Idea: The bald eagle is America’s 
national bird .

After reading the text and discussing the photos, 
pose the question on page 8 to the group . Guide 
students to use the details they see in the photos to 
explain why the bald eagle is a symbol of strength 
and bravery .

n Pages 10–11: Big Idea: The Statue of Liberty is 
a symbol of freedom in America .

Explain to students that many families that now 
live in the United States came from other countries 
around the world . At one time, all these people 
came to America to Ellis Island, where they saw the 
Statue of Liberty . If students have visited the Statue 
of Liberty, ask them to share their experiences .

n Pages 12–16: Big Idea: Washington, D .C . 
symbolizes our country, history, and government .

Read the captions for each photo . Ask: What do you 
see in the photos? Why are they symbols of America? 
After reading the questions on page 16, discuss 
them with the group .

Wrap Up
To encourage discussion, ask students to retell what 
they learned about America’s symbols and why 
they think it is important to learn about America’s 
symbols . Make materials available for individual 
and partner readings and for center work to support 
fluency and comprehension .

Use a Graphic Organizer to Assess
Distribute a Main Topic and Details Web (TG  
p . 51) . Have students write the main topic of this 
book in the Topic circle of their graphic organizers . 
Then ask students to tell what they learned about 
America’s symbols from this book . Help them 
to record their ideas in their graphic organizers . 
Encourage them to add other American symbols 
they may know .

Journal Activity
Have students open their journals to a new page . 
Ask younger students to write the heading “My 
Favorite American Symbol .” Encourage these 
students to write a description of their favorite 
American symbol and draw a picture of it .
Ask older or more advanced students to respond to 
the question: Why are a country’s symbols important? 
Extend the conversation about the symbols of 
students’ home countries, and ask them to describe 
their favorite American symbol .

Hands-On Extension Activities
Science: Research Bald Eagles
Work with some or all of the students to locate 
information about our national bird, the bald eagle . 
Find out about the bird’s physical characteristics, its 
habitat, and how it survives in the wild . Together, 
create a written report or an oral presentation about 
bald eagles that can be shared with each other or the 
group as an audience .

Social Studies/Civics: Oral Presentation
Have some or all of the students pick one of the 
following topics found in the book to research 
during one session:

Rocky Mountains Statue of Liberty
U .S . Constitution Washington D .C .
Liberty Bell Washington Monument
Fourth of July fireworks Lincoln Memorial
American Flag Jefferson Memorial
Bald Eagle Smithsonian Institution

Ask them to create either a news report or written 
report to present orally in the session that follows . 
Encourage them to include details such as where the 
items or places are found, how they are used, and 
other details . 
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