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Introduction
The Common Core State Standards 
for English Language Arts along with 
the Reading standards in most states 
require students to build strong reading 
comprehension and writing skills . Students 
are expected to read and respond to 
increasingly complex texts . As part of these 
rigorous requirements, students must learn 
to effectively communicate evidence-based 
written responses to a text . As students are 
evaluated throughout the school year, their 
results may show that they are able to orally 
respond to comprehension questions but 
struggle with written responses . 

Now, the Sundance/Newbridge Read & 
Respond Practice Kits provide teachers with 
support for students who need additional 
preparation and practice with written 
responses . These Kits allow teachers to assist 
students in making the transition from oral 
to written responses . Students learn to think 
about what they read, make inferences, form 
opinions, and justify their ideas using text 
evidence . 

Once students are able to answer the 
questions orally, they need to practice 
their written response skills . They can learn 
strategies to write answers completely and in 
a way that anyone who reads it can follow . 
In these Kits, the questions match the types 
of questions students will encounter on 
standardized tests . As a result, students are 
able to prepare for these assessments while 
building the skills they need to effectively 
demonstrate their reading comprehension 
through writing . 

The Kits offer ample practice at every guided 
reading level with several questions for every 
book and standard . Students reading below 
level and performing poorly on written 
response activities will soon be meeting 
grade-level expectations when reading and 
responding to fiction and nonfiction books .
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Program Components
The Read & Respond Practice Kits include 
student books, a blackline masters book, 
and this teacher guide . The carefully leveled 
student books in each Kit offer a mix of fiction 
and nonfiction . The primary grades Kits are 
comprised of approximately sixty percent fiction 
and forty percent nonfiction . The distribution 
of fiction to nonfiction becomes more balanced 
in the upper grades to mirror the text type 
distribution students will encounter on other 
assessments . In each Kit, the fiction titles cover a 
wide range of literary genres, and the nonfiction 
titles inform about high-interest science and 
social studies topics . With three books for 
each guided reading level in a Kit, students 
can practice their reading comprehension and 
written response skills with different books, and 
teachers can use one or more of the books to 
screen, diagnose, and progress monitor students . 

The blackline masters book contains progress-
monitoring questions for every title . Each 
question aligns to a specific Common Core 
reading standard and requires students to 
demonstrate their comprehension of the text in 
a written response . The question types prepare 
students for the constructed response questions 
they will encounter on standardized tests and 
other literacy assessments . Within a guided 
reading level, most standards are aligned to at 
least three questions . This number of questions 
allows teachers to use a different question as 
they work through the three steps of the guided 
release of responsibility: modeling, guided 
practice, and application .

A rubric included with every question explains  
to students how to best answer the question . 
You may reproduce the questions and rubrics 
for your class . Visit www .sundancepub .com/
ReadWriteTwo to find PDFs of these blackline 
masters . 

Each question’s student-friendly rubric contains 
four example answers that are labeled as best 
(3 points), good (2 points), okay (1 point), and 
poor (0 points) . Discuss the rubric with students 
after they have completed a question . Guide 
them through checking and evaluating their 
work . Help students use the examples to build 
an understanding of how to formulate a written 
response that receives full credit . You may let 
more independent students review the rubric in 
pairs or on his or her own and use it to improve 
an answer . This practice with using the rubric 
model to check and refine their work prepares 
students for success .

In this teacher guide, you will find the materials 
you need to support students:

• Use the “Constructed Response Questions: 
Standards Alignment” on the following page 
to see at a glance the standards alignment 
for each question . The section “Instructional 
Support for Written Responses” offers 
strategies and tips for providing instructional 
support for each reading standard covered 
in the Kit . Use it as a guide to help students 
practice how to answer the questions 
associated with the standard . 

• Consult the answer key at the end of this 
teacher guide for sample full-credit and 
partial-credit answers to every question .
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Constructed Response Questions: 
Standards Alignment

GRL Text Type Title Standards

H Fiction The Big Dog RL.1.1, RL.1.2, RL.1.3, RL.1.4, RL.1.9 (2)

H Fiction The Hungry Baby RL.1.1 (2), RL.1.2, RL.1.3, RL.1.4, RL.1.9

H Fiction Pedro’s Perfect Pet RL.1.1, RL.1.2, RL.1.4 (2), RL.1.9 (2)

H Nonfiction Growing Strawberries RI.1.2, RI.1.6, RI.1.8 (3)

H Nonfiction Trail Riding RI.1.3 (3), RI.1.8 (3)

I Fiction The Lonely Troll RL.1.1, RL.1.2, RL.1.3 (2), RL.1.4 (2)

I Fiction Princess Jo RL.1.1 (2), RL.1.2, RL.1.3, RL.1.4, RL.1.6

I Fiction Samantha Singwell RL.1.1, RL.1.2, RL.1.3 (2), RL.1.4 (2)

I Nonfiction Starfish RI.1.1 (3), RI.1.8 (3)

I Nonfiction Weather Watching RI.1.1 (2), RI.1.2, RI.1.8 (3)

J Fiction Bird Watching RL.1.1, RL.1.2, RL.1.3 (2), RL.1.7 (2)

J Fiction Mice in School RL.1.1, RL.1.2, RL.1.3 (2), RL.1.7 (2)

J Fiction Sebastian Tidies Up RL.1.1, RL.1.2, RL.1.3, RL.1.6, (2), RL.1.7

J Nonfiction Islands of the World RI.1.5 (3), RI.1.6, RI.1.7 (2)

J Nonfiction Rock Climbing RI.1.5 (2), RI.1.6, RI.1.7 (3)

K Fiction The Crow and the Daylight RL.2.2, RL.2.3 (2), RL.2.5, RL.2.7 (2)

K Fiction Kim’s Lunch RL.2.2 (2), RL.2.3, RL.2.5, RL.2.7

K Fiction Mystery in the Kitchen RL.2.2 (2), RL.2.3 (2), RL.2.7

K Nonfiction Crabs RI.2.1, RI.2.2 (3), RI.2.6 (2)

K Nonfiction Insects RI.2.1, RI.2.2 (3), RI.2.6, RI.2.7

L Fiction Desert Dream RL.2.1 (2), RL.2.2, RL.2.3 (2)

L Fiction The Handmade Band RL.2.1, RL.2.2, RL.2.3 (2)

L Fiction Speak, Wally, Speak! RL.2.1 (2), RL.2.2, RL.2.3

L Nonfiction Arachnids RI.2.5 (3), RI.2.6, RI.2.7, RI.2.8

L Nonfiction Towering Giraffes RI.2.5 (3), RI.2.6, RI.2.7, RI.2.8

M Fiction Raising Max RL.2.1, RL.2.5, RL.2.6

M Fiction The Story of Pecos Bill RL.2.5 (2), RL.2.6 (2)

M Fiction A Week Without Cars RL.2.5, RL.2.6 (2)

M Nonfiction Jiggly Jellyfish RI.2.3 (3), RI.2.6 (2), RI.2.8

M Nonfiction Worms RI.2.1, RI.2.3 (3), RI.2.6 (2)
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Instructional Support for Written 
Responses

Use the following instruction to support students 
as they write their responses to constructed 
response questions . Refer to pages 7–14 for 
standard-specific support .

Overview
Use the following suggestions to guide your 
instruction and support students as they practice 
their written-response skills .

Before and During Reading:

• Read aloud the text and questions with 
students .

• Model how to monitor your comprehension 
as you read:

• Stop to ask questions about parts of the 
text that are unclear .

• Reread or read on to clarify the text .
• Think aloud to show students how you 

check your understanding .
• Demonstrate how to summarize what you’ve 

read so far and predict what you will read 
about next .

• Take notes about important information .

• Think aloud as you use context clues to 
determine the meaning of unfamiliar words . 

Have students apply the same strategies to 
self-monitor their comprehension . Ask guiding 
questions to support them .

After Reading:

• Reread the comprehension question aloud 
with students . Encourage students to keep 
the question in mind as they reread relevant 
parts of the book before writing their 
answer .

• Discuss that when you write an answer, you 
often use complete sentences .

• Model how to write an answer to the 
question . Then reread the question and your 
answer aloud . 

• Think aloud as you review your writing to 
be sure that you’ve answered the question 
completely .

Guided Release of 
Responsibility
Implement the I Do/We Do/You Do 
technique as you support students in 
writing their responses .

1.  Model for students how to respond to 
a question . Think aloud as you work 
to demonstrate for students how you 
arrive at your answer and how you 
compose your sentences .

2.  Guide students as a class or in small 
groups to respond to another question 
correlated to the same standard . 
Continue to think aloud, while having 
students offer their ideas as they help 
you write the answer .

3.  Assign a third question to students . This 
time, have them apply what they have 
learned as they work independently or 
in pairs to compose their answer . Then 
use the blackline masters book rubric to 
help students evaluate their response . 
As possible, allow time for students to 
make revisions . 

The blackline masters book offers 

at least three questions for each 

book and at least three questions 

for each standard, so you have 

plenty of material to allow for 

modeling, guided practice, and 

application.
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Support Struggling and ELL 
Students

After screening students for their level, provide 
additional scaffolding to those who need 
additional support:

• Ask students to restate the question and 
answer it orally first . 

• When students answer orally, have them 
explain their thinking aloud so you can 
help identify where understanding breaks 
down . 

• If students are able to answer the question 
orally, then provide additional support 
and practice with written responses . Focus 
on modeling how to transfer an oral 
response into a written response . See the 
standard-specific instructional support 
on pages 7–14 for additional scaffolding 
to help students with composing their 
answers .

• If students struggle to answer the question 
orally, then take one or more of the 
following steps:

 Restate the question in simpler terms 
or break it apart into multiple, shorter 
questions . 

 Provide students—particularly English 
language learners—with sentence 
frames to help them form complete 
sentences orally . 

 Guide students to identify the section 
of the text where they will find the 
text evidence they need to answer the 
question . 

 Model answering the question yourself 
first . Then have students restate the 
answer . 

 Assign a book at a lower guided 
reading level .

• Have students organize their thoughts using 
a graphic organizer to take notes . Graphic 
organizers specific to each standard are 
suggested on pages 7–14 .

• Allow students to work in pairs to answer 
each question, first orally and then as a 
written response .  

• Provide resources such as dictionaries to help 
them clarify the questions and unfamiliar 
terms in the book .

Standard-Specific Instructional 
Support

Reading Standards for Literature
RL.1.1
Common Core Standard: Ask and answer 
questions about key details in a text .

• Explain to students that a question often 
begins with who, what, when, where, why, 
or how .

• Tell students that they should reread the text 
to help them find information that supports 
the answer to the question . Guide students 
to look for key words in the question that 
will help them narrow down where in the 
text they may find the answer or details that 
support their answer . 

• Encourage students to use the illustrations to 
help them locate the part of a story to which 
the question refers . Then have them reread 
that part of the story to look for details 
that relate to the question, taking notes to 
remember important details as needed .

• Remind students to include the information 
they find in the text in their written response, 
particularly when the question or prompt tells 
them to use part of the story in their answer . 

• If students struggle to write their answer, 
have them first restate the question and 
answer it orally . Then help them record their 
answer as a written response .

• After students answer a question, they 
should reread the question and their answer 
to check that they have answered the 
question in its entirety . 

RL.2.1
Common Core Standard: Ask and answer such 
questions as who, what, where, when, why, 
and how to demonstrate understanding of key 
details in a text .

• In addition to the tips for RL .1 .1, support 
students by discussing the meanings of each 
question word (who, what, where, when, 
why, and how) . 
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Guided Reading Level H
Title Question 3-point Exemplar 2-point Exemplar 1-point Exemplar 0-point Exemplar

Pedro’s Perfect 
Pet

Tell the three things that Pedro 
does to convince his parents to 
get a pet. RL.1.1

1. Asks his friends for suggestions of pets 2. 
Makes a chart that shows the number of people 
who suggest different animals 3. Turns the 
information in the chart into a graph so that it is 
easier for his parents to see the animal that gets 
the most votes

1. Asks his friends 2. Makes 
a chart 3. Makes a graph

1. Asks his friends 2. Shows 
his parents

1. He tells them he wants 
a bird.

Pedro’s Perfect 
Pet

What does Pedro learn in the 
story? How do you know? Use 
part of the story in your answer. 
RL.1.2

Pedro learns that hard work makes his parents 
proud. Because they are impressed with the 
research he does, they get him a cat at the 
pound.

Pedro was able to impress 
his parents with hard work.

Pedro’s lists help convince 
his parents to get a cat.

that he should have gotten 
a pig

Pedro’s Perfect 
Pet

What words in the story describe 
how Pedro would take care of a 
pet? RL.1.4

“Brush it,” “Walk it,” “Give it food and water” “Brush it,” “Walk it” “Brush it” play with it

Pedro’s Perfect 
Pet

Compare how Pedro and his 
parents feel about getting a pet 
at the beginning of the story. 
RL.1.9

Pedro: He wants a pet.
Pedro’s parents: They think their apartment is too 
small. They don’t want a pet.

Pedro: He wants a pet.
Pedro’s parents: They don’t.

Pedro: He wants a pet.
Pedro’s parents: They will 
think about it.

Pedro: He wants a dog.
Pedro’s parents: They want 
a cat.

Guided Reading Level J
Islands of the 
World

What is the largest island in 
the world in square miles? 
What island has the largest 
population? RI.1.5

Greenland is the largest island in square miles. 
New Zealand is the island with the greatest 
population.

Greenland, New Zealand Greenland Bahrain, Ross Island

Islands of the 
World

What are the temperatures like in 
Greenland? Use details from the 
book in your answer.
RI.1.5

Greenland is very cold. In the winter, the 
temperature ranges between –31 and 21 
degrees Fahrenheit. In the summer, it gets only 
as warm as 45 degrees. 

Greenland is always cold in 
the winter and only warms 
up to 45 degrees in the 
summer.

Greenland is cold. Greenland is green.

Islands of the 
World

What continent is Manhattan on? 
How do you know this? RI.1.6

I can see on the map on page 3 that Manhattan 
is on the continent of North America.

North America United States Manhattan is in the west.

Islands of the 
World

What does the picture on page 
5 show you about Umanak, 
Greenland? RI.1.7

The picture shows that Umanak is a village on 
the water. This village must be very cold because 
the picture shows an iceberg.

The picture shows that 
Umanak is very cold.

The picture shows that 
there are a lot of fishing 
villages on the water.

Umanak is a place to go on 
vacation.

Guided Reading Level L
Arachnids Identify three text features 

used in the book. Explain the 
information you learned from the 
text feature. RI.2.5

The headings tell me the topic of each section. 
I learned from the heading “Silk traps” how 
spiders use silk to trap food. The Fact Bites 
give me more information. The Fact Bite on 
page 12 helps me picture how far a jumping 
spider jumps. The Index tells me where to find 
information. I can use the index to find the 
pages about webs.

The headings tell me the 
topic of each section. The 
Fact Bites give me more 
information. The Index 
tells me where to find 
information.

The headings, Fact Bites, 
and Index are useful text 
features.

The book is about arachnids.

Arachnids Name the two main parts of 
an arachnid’s body, and what 
is contained in each part, using 
information in the text features. 
RI.2.5

The two main parts of an arachnid’s body are 
the front segment and the abdomen. The front 
segment contains the head, chest, eyes, jaws, 
and eight legs. The abdomen contains the heart, 
gut, and lungs.

The front contains the head 
and chest. The abdomen 
contains the heart and 
stomach.

front and abdomen head and legs

Arachnids Using the Glossary, give 
definitions for fang, pedipalp, and 
spinneret. RI.2.5

fang: a long, pointy tooth 
pedipalp: an arachnid’s body part near the 
mouth, used in feeding 
spinneret: a tube on a spider’s abdomen where 
silk is made

fang: a tooth 
pedipalp: mouth body part 
spinneret: a tube that 
makes silk

fang: a tooth 
pedipalp: mouth 
spinneret: tube

fang: mouth 
pedipalp: feet 
spinneret: web

Arachnids Explain how spiders use silk. Use 
information from the book to 
explain your answer. RI.2.6

Spiders use silk in different ways. They use it to 
catch or trap food and to store food. Bags made 
out of silk keep spider eggs safe. Some young 
spiders leave home using lines made out of silk.

Spiders use silk to catch 
food and to keep their 
babies safe.

Spiders use silk to catch 
food and make things.

Spiders eat silk.

Arachnids Look at the diagram on page 5. 
What does the diagram help you 
understand about arachnids? 
RI.2.7

The diagram helps me understand what the body 
parts of an arachnid are, where they are located, 
and what they look like. The diagram shows an 
arachnid and labels its two body segments, jaws, 
and leg.

The diagram helps me know 
where the body parts of an 
arachnid are.

The diagram helps 
me know more about 
arachnids.

The diagram shows a spider.

Arachnids Look at pages 16 and 17. The 
author says that spiders make 
wonderful mothers. What reasons 
from the book support this point? 
RI.2.8

Spiders make wonderful mothers because they 
put their eggs in an egg sac, which protects 
the eggs. The mother also hides her egg sac so 
it is safe.

Spiders make wonderful 
mothers. They make an egg 
sac and hide it to keep the 
babies safe.

Spiders make an egg sac 
and hide it.

Spiders are mothers.
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