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1 The Cherokee were an Eastern Woodland people whose territory spread 
across the southeastern United States. At the center of each Cherokee 
village was a town square. People gathered there for dances, games, and 
ceremonies. There was also a house where a council of men and women 
met. Each village had its own chief, who led the council.

2 Most villages had 30 to 60 homes built around the council house. The 
Cherokee lived in homes with thick walls made of mud.

3 As in other Native American groups, Cherokee men and women did different 
jobs. The women did most of the farming. They planted corn and other 
crops. The men fished and hunted with arrows and spears. Cherokee men 
also ran the village games and ceremonies.

4 In the 1600s and 1700s, colonists from Great Britain arrived in the 
Southeast. Many wanted to move into Cherokee territory. They signed 
treaties with the Cherokee allowing the colonists to take over some Native 
American territory.

5 But the Cherokee couldn’t read these treaties. They had no written language 
of their own and couldn’t read English. By 1820, they had lost most of their 
land.

6 Sequoyah was a Cherokee man who wanted his people to learn to read and 
write. He thought it would help them hold on to their land. So, he decided 
to create a written language. First, he taught himself to read and write 
English. Then, he created a new alphabet with 86 symbols. Each symbol 
stood for the sound of one syllable in Cherokee. Sequoyah borrowed some 
symbols, such as Roman numbers, from other alphabets. He made up others 
on his own.

How the Cherokee Lost  
Their Land
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7 Sequoyah’s alphabet was a great success. Everyone in the villages learned 
it—men and women, young and old. In a short while, almost every 
Cherokee person could read and write. They loved reading and writing their 
own language. Some went on trips just to write letters home!

8 In 1828 the Cherokee people began to publish their own newspaper. It was 
called the Cherokee Phoenix and is still printed today.

9 The Cherokee used their new written language to create a constitution. This 
constitution helped them form their own government, which they called 
the Cherokee Nation. Their constitution was similar to the U.S. Constitution 
in many ways. For instance, it said that chiefs and other leaders should be 
elected by the people. Those leaders then worked to save Cherokee territory 
from the settlers.

10 However, Cherokee leaders were able to hold on to their lands for only a 
short while. As more settlers arrived, they took over more land. Even their 
constitution couldn’t save the Cherokee.

11 In 1828, miners found gold on Cherokee territory. Soon, even more settlers 
arrived. Meanwhile, the United States Congress passed the Indian Removal 
Act. This law said that all Native Americans had to give up their land and 
move west of the Mississippi River whether they wanted to or not.

Where the Cherokee Lived
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12 Cherokee leaders thought the law was unfair. They decided to fight it in 
Washington, D.C. They argued their case before the Supreme Court, the 
highest court in the land, and won. But the president at that time, Andrew 
Jackson, didn’t agree with the court’s decision. He refused to follow it.

13 In 1838, U.S. soldiers arrived on Cherokee land. They forced people from 
their homes in Tennessee, North Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama. Families 
could take only what they could carry. Everything else was left behind.

14 Soldiers made the Cherokee begin a long march to the West. Between 1838 
and 1839, about 17,000 Cherokee moved to reservations in what is now the 
state of Oklahoma. Some rode in boats or on horses. Most, however, had to 
walk.

15 It was a difficult journey that took months. The Cherokee faced dust storms, 
winter winds, and snow. They ran low on food, clothing, and medicine. 
About 4,000 people died along the way. No wonder the Cherokee called 
this terrible trip the Trail of Tears. 

16 Some Cherokee were able to escape. They hid in the mountains of North 
Carolina. Later, they bought land there. Today, their descendants are called 
the Eastern Cherokee.

17 The Cherokee who reached Oklahoma are known as the Western Cherokee. 
In Oklahoma, they faced another challenge. They would have to learn how 
to survive in a new place.

Copyright © 2014 Sundance/Newbridge Publishing, LLC.
Excerpted from the Newbridge title The Iroquois and the Cherokee by Duncan Searl, Level R
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 Selected Responses
Mark the letter of the correct answer.

1.  Look at the map. How many of today’s southeastern states were originally home to 
the Cherokee?

A. six

B. seven

C. eight

D. nine

2. How did Sequoyah help the Cherokee people?

A.  He created an alphabet so that the Cherokee language could be written.

B. He learned English so he could communicate with the settlers.

C.  He founded the Cherokee Phoenix so that people would know what was going 
on.

D. He translated the treatise for the Cherokee.

3. What was the author’s purpose for writing this article?

A.  to explain to readers why a large Cherokee population is in Oklahoma

B.  to convince readers that the government owes money to the Cherokee

C. to describe to readers that Sequoyah greatly helped his people

D. to inform readers about the history of the Cherokee with settlers

GRADE 5  |  How the Cherokee Lost Their Land • Passage 7, Level R



© Sundance/Newbridge, LLC After School Achievement Program/Passages     7

Passage 7, Level R • How the Cherokee Lost Their Land  |  GRADE 5 

Name  __________________________________________________________________

 Constructed Responses

4. Explain why now there are both Eastern and Western Cherokee.

 

 

 

 

 

5. Put the following events in order from 1 to 5 based on the article.

____ Jackson ignores the Supreme Court.

____ Gold is found on Cherokee land.

____ The Cherokee are forced to go to Oklahoma.

____ Congress passes the Indian Removal Act.

____ The Supreme Court says the Indian Removal Act is unconstitutional.
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Name  __________________________________________________________________

 Writing Activity

1.  Write what “How the Cherokee Lost Their Land” is mostly about. Use your own 
words.

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Write three important things you learned from “How the Cherokee Lost Their Land.”
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Abigail’s Version
1 My children drive me bananas! Just when I think my careful parenting is 

starting to pay off, they do something that makes my hair stand on end.

2 Today, Connor and Rebecca spilled spaghetti sauce all over my 
grandmother’s antique tablecloth. Why? They were being careless. In my 
opinion, children need to develop a sense of responsibility, so I decreed that 
they should wash out the tablecloth.

3 “No problem,” Rebecca declared. “It wasn’t my fault, but how difficult can it 
be to wash a tablecloth? The washing machine is entirely automatic.” 

4 “Automatic or not, washing machines neither load nor unload themselves, 
nor do they fold the washing and put it away,” I told her.

5 Rebecca and Connor exchanged glances. “No problem,” Rebecca repeated. 
“Go and relax, Mom.”

6 I tried to relax. I tried not to hear the ensuing commotion when the washing 
machine overflowed. Unfortunately, I couldn’t fail to see the mound of 
wet laundry my offspring left piled on the sink when they suddenly and 
mysteriously left the house. Nor could I miss the red streaks on the “clean” 
laundry. It appears Rebecca included a red silk scarf in the load, and 
naturally, the dye ran.

7 I finished the laundry and mopped the floor. When the children came home 
to face interrogation, they informed me their brother’s cell phone had 
gotten wet, and they’d taken it to that silly Phone Focus store.

8 “It wasn’t my fault, but we had to get it checked,” said Rebecca. “What if 
Bennet missed an important call and blamed us?” 

9 I repeat, my children drive me bananas!

Washing-Machine Blues
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Rebecca’s Version
10 Dear Diary,

11 Today, Mom’s favorite tablecloth had an unfortunate encounter with some 
spaghetti sauce, but it wasn’t my fault. Sure, I dared Connor to stand on his 
head, but I didn’t tell him to do it on the table, did I?

12 Mom made such a fuss, so I offered to wash the cloth. I didn’t want to 
waste water and electricity, so I gathered up a few other things that needed 
washing. 

13 I packed the machine scientifically, drizzling laundry detergent between 
layers. It wasn’t my fault the detergent foamed up and fizzed all over the 
kitchen. Bubbles oozed from under the lid of the machine, then piled toward 
the ceiling in a tottering tower. They were pink, but I didn’t know why until 
later.

14 Connor laughed like a hyena, of course, and borrowed Bennet’s cell phone 
to take a picture of the bubbles. When Connor slipped on a patch of 
bubbles, the phone shot out of his hand and plopped into a puddle. Connor 
tried to say it was my fault for overloading the washing machine.

15 I turned the machine off and piled the laundry on the draining board. I left 
it there, because Bennet’s phone is more important than a load of laundry. 
Connor and I took the phone to Phone Focus to get it checked.

16 It wasn’t until we got back that I found out you shouldn’t wash red silk 
scarves with white lace tablecloths. The tablecloth is kind of pink now, but 
that’s not my fault, right?

Connor’s Version
17 Hey, Diary, did I ever tell you that I’m really good at standing on my head? 

Today, I did it on the table. Mom made the biggest fuss in the world when  
I spilled a teeny bit of spaghetti sauce on the tablecloth. 

18 I suggested standing the saltshaker on top of it, but Mom said it had to be 
washed.

19 Rebecca used a whole, humongous jug of detergent, saying we needed a lot 
to get the stain out. Rebecca never knows when to stop, so she found a lot of 
other stuff to wash, too.

20 Big mistake—you should have seen the bubbles climbing the walls, Diary!  
It was so cool. I grabbed Bennet’s phone to take a picture.
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21 I was just about to take a close-up when I slipped on a soapy patch. I did a 
kind of triple backflip, and the phone dived into a puddle.

22 We took the phone to Phone Focus to get it checked. When we got back, 
Mom was very annoyed about something or other.

Copyright © 2014 Sundance/Newbridge Publishing, LLC.
Excerpted from the Sundance title The Smith Family Diaries by Sally Odgers, Level T. Copyright © Macmillan Education Australia Pty Ltd.
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Name  __________________________________________________________________

 Selected Responses
Mark the letter of the correct answer.

1. Which best describes this story?

A. It uses a narrator to tell the story.

B. It uses point of view to tell the story.

C. It tells three different stories.

D. It uses cause and effect.

2. According to the story, how many children does Abigail have?

A. two

B. three

C. four

D. the story does not indicate

3. Why did Rebecca and Connor pile up the washed laundry on the sink?

A. They figured Mom would finish it.

B. They saw the red streak on the tablecloth and didn’t know what else to do.

C. They had to bring Bennet’s phone to the store to have it checked.

D. They wanted to clean up all the mess before drying the clothes.
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 Constructed Responses

4.  Fill in the chart below. Under Cause, write things that happened in the story. Under 
Effect, write what happened as a result of each cause.

Cause Effect

5. Tell four details that all three people agree on.

1. 

2.

3.

4.
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 Writing Activity
Fill in the chart about “Washing-Machine Blues.”

Characters

Setting

Problem

Solution

Events
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