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Overview
The Sundance/Newbridge After School Achievement 

Program for English Language Arts is designed to provide 

ample practice with close reading to after-school students in 

grades 3 through 8. This program supplies students with the 

materials they need to improve their literacy skills and get excited 

about reading.

This program allows for flexibility to meet your after-school program’s 
diverse needs. It is organized in functional kits comprised of the following 
components: 

• the passage workbook
• student books
• this Teacher Guide.

The passage workbook contains 40 short, complex fiction and nonfiction 
passages that have been excerpted from Sundance/Newbridge leveled 
readers. Students may choose from a variety of topics and stories that pique 
their interest. With 10 passages at each Guided Reading Level, students 
reading below grade level begin by reading passages that are at least a full 
grade below reading level. With practice, these students gradually read 
passages of increasing difficulty until they are reading on-level texts. Each 
passage includes selected- and constructed-response questions that promote 
effective test-taking practices, and concludes with a summary writing activity 
in which students practice writing about what they have read. The passages 
at each Guided Reading Level may be assigned as pre- or post-assessments of 
a student’s comprehension level.

The student books are carefully leveled texts that may be used for guided 
or independent reading. These high-interest books cover topics that will 
motivate even the most reluctant readers. With Guided Reading Levels 
starting at least a full grade below reading level, struggling readers will be 
able to find a suitable text. 

This Teacher Guide begins with a detailed instructional approach on the 
following pages that provides explicit guidelines for implementing this 
program through the gradual release of responsibility model. Adapt this 
approach as needed to work with your students. In addition, this Teacher 
Guide supplies an answer key with sample responses to each written response 
question and Common Core State Standards correlations for every exercise. 
With these tools, teachers have the support they need to utilize this program 
in any after-school classroom setting.
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Use the components of this program to help students improve their reading level and 
comprehension skills. The following instructional guide outlines how you may implement 
the gradual release of responsibility model to support student learning. In this model, the 
teacher begins by providing significant support to students, demonstrating for them how 
to read a passage closely, and then gradually puts more ownership onto students as they 
listen as the teacher models close reading skills, read with the teacher and in small groups, 
and eventually read on their own. 

This guide allows for flexibility depending on the needs of students in today’s diverse 
classrooms. Modify the suggestions for your students, allowing more independent reading 
time for students who need less support, while providing more specific instruction to 
struggling readers. Be sure students have ample practice at a Guided Reading Level 
and demonstrate strong comprehension of the passages before moving them to more 
challenging texts.

Before you begin, have students read and respond to a passage from the lowest Guided 
Reading Level. If most students do not demonstrate comprehension of the text and do 
not perform well on the selected-response and constructed-response items as well as 
the writing activity, start with this Guided Reading Level and work your way through the 
following steps. If most students do perform well, start with the next Guided Reading 
Level. You may choose to read the passages within a level in any order. When students 
demonstrate strong comprehension skills at this level, continue the process with the 
passages from the next Guided Reading Level.

Model
Begin by using any passage to model for the whole class or group how to closely read the 
text and make meaning from it. After you read aloud the first section of text, pause and 
think aloud for the class. Model how to summarize what you just read, and ask yourself a 
question about what you will read next. For example, for a fiction passage, you might say: 
I understand that this passage will be a story about _______. I wonder what I will happen to 
the characters in this story. I’ll keep reading to find out. For a nonfiction passage, you might 
say: I understand that this passage will be about ______. I wonder what I will learn about this 
topic. I’ll keep reading to find out.

Using This Program in  
Your Classroom

Model Guided 
Practice

Independent 
Practice Assessment
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Continue to read aloud the passage, pausing frequently to summarize what you’ve read so 
far or ask yourself a question about what you read. You may also want to reread difficult 
sections. Point out to students that readers use these strategies to help them check that 
they understand the text they are reading and clarify the text they have read so far.

Once you have completed reading aloud the passage, model for students how to answer 
the three selected-response questions about the passage. Read aloud the first selected-
response question and its answer choices. Model for the class how to return to the text 
to help you determine the correct answer. Repeat for the other two selected-response 
questions. Guide students to recognize that they may consult the text to locate an answer, 
find text evidence to support an answer, or eliminate incorrect answer choices. 

Then read aloud the first constructed-response question. Again, model for students how 
to return to the passage to find text evidence to support an answer. Produce a written 
response to each constructed-response question. (See Selected and Constructed Responses 
Answers and Scoring in this Teacher Guide.) Demonstrate how to include evidence from 
the text in your answer, and remind students to answer constructed-response items in 
complete sentences, when appropriate.

Finally, model for students how to complete the writing activity associated with the 
passage. Explain that summarizing is an important skill in which readers determine the 
most important information in an informational text or the most significant parts of a 
story. Writing a summary helps the reader explain to others the key ideas and details from 
the passage. 

Guided Practice
Work with students to read another passage together. Have volunteers take turns reading 
aloud sections of the passage. Pause during reading to have students summarize what 
they have read so far and clarify any difficult sections or vocabulary. 

Then continue to work together to answer the selected-response items. Ask students 
to identify the parts of the text where they locate the answer to the question, find text 
evidence to support the answer, or find information that helps them eliminate an answer 
choice. 

Together, write responses to the constructed-response items and complete the passage’s 
writing activity. As students’ abilities allow, have them read and respond to additional 
passages in pairs or small groups. Monitor students, providing assistance as needed.

Independent Practice
Allow students to preview the passages within their Guided Reading Level and select a 
passage that interests them. Then have students apply the close reading skills they have 
learned to read the passage independently and complete the selected-response and 
constructed-response items, and the writing activity. Use the Answers and Scoring section 
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in this Teacher Guide to check students’ work. If possible, have students reading the same 
passage compare answers. You may wish to show students the sample responses so they 
can see how to fully answer a constructed-response item.

If students are struggling, have them read a passage from a lower Guided Reading Level 
and provide additional support through modeling close reading skills as needed.

Assessment
The passages in this kit can be a useful assessment tool to help you organize your 
classroom and monitor students’ progress. Before providing any instruction, you may 
use a passage as a pre-test to diagnose students and determine the appropriate Guided 
Reading Level for them. If students demonstrate minimal comprehension of the text and 
perform poorly on the selected- and constructed-response items, consider moving them 
to a lower Guided Reading Level. 

Later, you may use another passage within a Guided Reading Level as a posttest to 
evaluate how well students’ comprehension skills have improved. If students perform 
well, have them select a leveled reader from the same Guided Reading Level to read 
independently before moving on to read passages at the next Guided Reading Level. 
Continue to work closely with students who may still be struggling, providing additional 
modeling and guided instruction.

Leveled Readers
Use the individual student books in this kit to expose students to longer texts at their 
reading level. Demonstrate for students how to preview a book by looking at the title and 
cover, reading the table of contents, and thumbing through the photos or illustrations. 
Encourage them to use these techniques to choose the book that appeals most to 
them. When students choose a book at their level that interests them, they will be more 
motivated to read it.

You may assign these longer texts to students who finish early for additional independent 
practice. You may also have small groups of students who need additional support read 
and discuss one of these books together before they begin reading independently.

When students finish a leveled reader, ask them to write a one- or two-paragraph 
summary of what they read. Remind them that a summary tells the most important 
ideas and key details from a text. Review students’ summaries as a quick check of their 
comprehension. Also allow time for students to discuss the book with others, asking 
questions they have about what they read and talking about what they found most 
interesting or entertaining. (See the Discussion Prompts on the next page.) Use these 
discussions as an additional informal assessment of students’ comprehension. 
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Discussion Prompts for Passages  
and Leveled Readers

Hold small group or class discussions to engage students. These discussions can also help 
strengthen students’ speaking and listening skills that are critical to overall literacy. Be 
sure to ask critical thinking questions, which often have more than one correct answer, to 
promote in-depth discussion. Use the following prompts to begin a discussion or bring 
focus to an existing discussion. 

Literary Passages and Leveled Readers
•  What problem does the main character in the story face? How does the character 

face the problem? What can you learn from how the character faces the problem?

•  What causes [effect described in the text, such as an event]? How would you explain 
[effect] to a friend? Use details from the text.

•  An author’s purpose is often to persuade, inform, or entertain. What do you think 
is the author’s purpose for writing this story? Use evidence from the text to support 
your answer.

•  What lesson do you learn from this story? Use evidence from the story to support 
your answer.

•  Compare and contrast the main lesson of this story with another story you have 
read. How are the stories similar? How are they different? How are the lessons the 
characters learn similar or different?

Informational Passages and Leveled Readers
•  What causes [effect described in the text, such as a step in a process or an event]? 

How would you explain [effect] to a friend? Use details from the text.

•  Describe how this text is structured. Does it use chronology, comparison, cause/
effect, or problem/solution? How is this structure useful for this topic? 

•  What questions do you have about the topic from reading the text? Where might 
you go to find answers to these questions?

•  What is your opinion about [topic from the book]? 
Use evidence from the text to support your opinion.

•  An author’s purpose is often to persuade, inform, or 
entertain. What do you think is the author’s purpose 
for writing this informational text? Use evidence 
from the text to support your answer.

•  Compare and contrast the author’s purpose of two 
informational texts you have read. 

Discussion Rules
Create a class list of discussion  
rules, such as:

Speak one at a time.
Listen carefully.
Be respectful.
Ask questions.
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Grade 5 | Passage 7 | Level R

“How the Cherokee Lost Their Land”
Selected Responses

1. C (RI.5.10)

2. A (RI.5.1, RI.5.10)

3. D (RI.5.8, RI.5.10)

Constructed Responses

4. Scoring Points

1 point—correctly explains why there are both Eastern and Western Cherokee 
now; Sample answer: Most Cherokee were forced off their land and became called 
the Western Cherokee, while some hid in the mountains, bought land later, and 
have become called the Eastern Cherokee.

0 points—does not give a logical answer

(RI.5.1, RI.5.10, W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.10)

5. Scoring Points

1 point—puts the five events in correct order: 4, 1, 5, 2, 3

0 points—does not correctly order the events

(RI.5.3, RI.5.10)

Writing Activity

1. Scoring Points

1 point—identifies the main idea of the passage; Sample answer: The passage is 
mostly about how the Cherokee who spread across the southeastern United States 
lost their land.

0 points—does not identify the main idea

(RI.5.2, RI.5.10, W.5.4, W.5.10)

2. Scoring Points

1 point—identifies three important details from the passage; Sample answer: The 
colonists arrived and wanted to move into Cherokee territory. Sequoyah and other 
Cherokee people wrote a constitution. But U.S. soldiers forced them out of their 
homes anyway.

0 points—does not identify three important details

(RI.5.2, RI.5.10, W.5.4, W.5.10)
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Grade 5 | Passage 23 | Level T

“Washing-Machine Blues” 
Selected Responses

1. B (RL.5.10)

2. D (RL.5.1, RL.5.10)

3. C (RL.5.1, RL.5.10)

Constructed Responses

4. Scoring Points

2 points—correctly completes the chart 

1 point—partially completes the chart

0 points—does not correctly complete the chart

Sample answer:

Cause Effect

Connor stood on his head on the table. Spaghetti sauce spilled on the tablecloth.

Rebecca put in too much detergent. Bubbles are all over the kitchen.

Rebecca put a red scarf in the laundry. The tablecloth turns pink.

(RL.5.1, RL.5.10)

5. Scoring Points

2 points—lists four details all characters agree on; Sample answers: the tablecloth 
had spaghetti sauce on it, the washing machine overflowed with bubbles, the red 
scarf made the tablecloth pink, Mom was angry, Bennet’s phone got wet

1 point—lists three details

0 points—listed two or fewer details

(RL.5.1, RL.5.10)

Writing Activity

Scoring Points

Sample 2-Point Answer

Characters: Abigail (Mom), Connor, Rebecca 

Setting: the family’s home 

Problem: Rebecca and Connor have to clean the tablecloth.

Events: The children put the tablecloth in the laundry. Rebecca puts too much 
detergent in the machine, and bubbles overflow from it. Then the children leave 
to take their brother’s phone to the store because it got wet. The tablecloth turns 
pink because it was washed with a red scarf.

Solution: Mom cleans everything up and the children claim the messes weren’t 
their fault.

(RL.5.2, RL.5.10, W.5.4, W.5.10)
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Passage/Guided 
Reading Level

1.  
Selected  
Response

2.  
Selected  
Response

3.  
Selected  
Response

4.  
Constructed  
Response 

5.  
Constructed  
Response 

Writing  
Activity

7/R RI.5.10 RI.5.1, RI.5.10 RI.5.8, RI.5.10 RI.5.1, RI.5.10, W.5.2, 
W.5.4, W.5.10

RI.5.3, RI.5.10 RI.5.2, RI.5.10, 
W.5.4, W.5.10

23/T RL.5.10 RL.5.1, RL.5.10 RL.5.1, RL.5.10 RL.5.1, RL.5.10 RL.5.1, RL.5.10 RL.5.2, RL.5.10, 
W.5.4, W.5.10

Grade 5 Common Core State  
Standards for ELA Correlations
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The After School Achievement Program,  
for Grades 3–6 is Built Specifically for  

After School Sessions and Provides Focused 
Reading Comprehension Instruction  

for Struggling Students

Each Grade Level Kit includes 20 Passages Workbooks,  
1 Teacher Guide, and 12 Leveled Readers.

 Grade Level Guided Reading Levels

 Grade 3 L–O

 Grade 4 O–R

 Grade 5 R–U

 Grade 6 T–W

 Grades 7/8 V–Y


