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Introduction
Good readers use a range of skills and strategies to 
comprehend a text . Examples of ways readers exhibit these 
skills and strategies include the following:

•  “They actively focus on and engage with the text 
they are reading. 

•  They make predictions about upcoming text, 
and they note whether their predictions and 
expectations about the content are met. 

•  They draw on prior knowledge to develop and 
clarify new understandings.

•  They figure out the meaning of unfamiliar 
knowledge using context clues.

•  When reading a challenging text, they underline 
and reread, make notes, and paraphrase to 
remember important points. 

•  They think about how ideas encountered in the 
text might be used in the future.

•  Effective comprehension development occurs 
when students interact with the text. They 
extract meaning by connecting their present 
knowledge to their new knowledge.” (Dewsbury, 
Hyland, & Kovalevs, 2013, p. 4)

Each book in the Spotlight on Comprehension Skill 
Sets has been written specifically to practice a targeted 
comprehension skill . The program is aligned to the best 
practices found in both the Common Core State Standards 
for English Language Arts and individual state-specific 
reading and language arts standards . It also complies with 
the research put forth by the National Reading Panel . 

Best Practices 
for Reading 
Comprehension 
Instruction
Aligned to the Standards
The Spotlight on Comprehension Skill Sets are leveled texts 
that address the recommendations of the Common Core 
State Standards, the state-specific Common Core standards, 
and individual state standards for reading and language 
arts . 

One key criterion of the Common Core State Standards 
is comprehension and close reading of literature and 
informational texts . According to the “Revised Publishers’ 
Criteria for the Common Core State Standards in English 
Language Arts and Literacy,” reading strategies help 
students gain information and understanding from the text . 
The instruction of reading strategies needs to be an integral 
part of the act of reading, while always focusing on the 
specific text under study . (Coleman & Pimentel, 2012, p . 9) 
The direct instruction of reading comprehension strategies 
and skills enables students to do the work required by the 
Common Core State Standards . (Calkins, Ehrenworth, & 
Lehman, 2012, p . 29) 

The Skill Sets provide educators with explicit instruction of 
the comprehension skill for every title . “Each student book 
has been designed so that at least one example of the focus 
comprehension skill is included on each double-page spread 
of the book . This gives students multiple opportunities to 
apply the skill as they focus on the text at hand .” (Dewsbury 
et al ., 2013, p . 6) 

To find specific correlations for each Skill Set to  
state-specific and Common Core State Standards, visit 
www .sundancepub .com .
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National Reading Panel 
Research
“Comprehension can be improved by teaching students to 
use specific cognitive strategies or to reason strategically 
when they encounter barriers to understanding what they 
are reading . Readers acquire these strategies informally 
to some extent, but explicit or formal instruction in the 
application of comprehension strategies has been shown to 
be highly effective in enhancing understanding .” (National 
Reading Panel, 2000)

“The National Reading Panel’s findings identified that 
successful readers need to develop a toolbag of skills and 
strategies that they can draw on automatically to extract 
meaning from a text . These skills and strategies are not 
gained by osmosis; they have to be explicitly taught . 
Students need multiple opportunities to practice and apply 
their comprehension skills in a variety of settings .

Using an explicit teaching model is an effective way of 
developing the comprehension skills and strategies of 
students . Explicit teaching of comprehension benefits all 
readers . Not only does it enable children to extract the most 
from a text, it also helps them become reflective readers 
who are able to monitor, assess, and improve their own 
comprehension .” (Dewsbury et al ., 2013, p . 4) 

Teach Comprehension 
Skills
Since each student book has been written specifically to 
practice the focus comprehension skill, students continually 
apply the skill as they read, developing their understanding 
of the skill and its purpose . With time, students recognize 
how the skill allows them to extract meaning from a text .

Use the guiding notes on each student book’s inside back 
cover to walk students through applying the skill to the 
text . Begin with modeling the skill for students and then 
guide them through how and when to use the skill . At the 
end of the lesson, use the Drawing Conclusions section of 
the guiding notes to ask students literal, inferential, and 
evaluative text-specific questions that assess students’ 
abilities to make meaning from the text . 

The two reproducible worksheets for every title provided 
in this Teacher Guide allow students to practice the 
comprehension skill and their vocabulary skills . Students 
may complete these worksheets with peers or on their own . 
(Dewsbury et al ., 2013, p . 6)

Gold in the Hills 
GRL W 
Fiction

Your Health 
GRL Y 
Nonfiction

Poetry on TV 
GRL W 
Fiction

Smith’s Department Store 
GRL X 
Fiction
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FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE
When introducing students to a comprehension skill, direct them to the definition of the skill at the beginning of the 
guiding notes on the inside back cover of every title . The definition helps students recognize why the skill is important 
and how it can be applied to their reading . Then use the following in-depth definition of the comprehension skill 
Figurative Language to aid your instruction of the skill and your assessment of students’ understanding of the skill .

“Figurative language is the use of figures of speech such as similes, metaphors, idioms, alliteration, and 
onomatopoeia. Figurative language is used to produce particular effects. Creating an awareness of figurative 
language in narratives and poetry will see the use of it develop in students’ writing. 

Students need to develop the understanding that figurative language cannot usually be interpreted literally . Most 
figurative language has a meaning other than the literal one . Figurative language is used to enhance language and 
to create vivid images and particular effects . It is especially prevalent in certain literary genres, such as poetry, but it 
is also frequently used in everyday speech . Students will also find examples of these kinds of language in prose and 
informational texts . 

Figurative language, especially idioms, can be particularly difficult for students for whom English is not a first language . 
Even first language speakers can have difficulty with idioms that they are not familiar with, such as “hot under the 
collar .” Similes compare two things using like or as, such as “as flat as a pancake” or “ran like deer .” Metaphors compare 
two things that are unlike without using the words like or as, such as “the second half flew by in a blizzard” and 
“it’s a juggling act .” Idioms use everyday expressions that cannot be interpreted literally, such as “a kick in the guts .” 
Personification attributes human qualities to animals and inanimate objects, such as “the chain sure has a mind of its 
own .” Alliteration repeats sounds at the beginnings of words that are close to one another, such as “cool competitions .” 
Onomatopoeia is when a word sounds like the sound it represents, such as “swooshed,” “screeched,” and “roared .” 
Hyperbole is deliberate and obvious exaggeration, such as “insane about sports .” Many figures of speech use imagery to 
create a picture in the reader’s mind, for example, through the effective use of adjectives and adverbs, such as “promptly 
buried under the victorious Reds .” 

Objectives 
Students are able to: 

• recognize different types of figurative language; 

• understand the definitions of various types of figurative language; 

• be able to work out the literal and non-literal meanings of these figures of speech; and 

• use figurative language in their writing.” (Comprehension Skills Definitions)
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W — Poetry on TV 

Figurative Language  

1. Reread page 2. Refer to the graphic organizer below to see  
how you might sort and organize the information.

Figurative language What does it mean?

Hyperbole:
• I thought I’d die

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Personification:
• the house began to speak
• the wind strains at the door as if in pursuit of someone inside
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Simile
• a noise … like mice creeping

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the text: With what are parents being advised to replace their television 
set? (page 16) _________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
2. Work out the Answer: How did the boy’s mood change throughout the course  
of the storm? (pages 20–24) ____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages  
of spending your spare time watching television? ________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Name: 	

Figurative Language
Reproducible 
Worksheet 1
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More Figurative Language 

1. Write the definitions.
Why is this alliteration? And in the bedroom, by the bed … (page 12)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Why is this hyperbole? And stare until their eyes pop out (page 4)
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Why is this a simile? His brain becomes as soft as cheese! (page 8)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Why is this onomatopoeia? slop (page 4)

________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Vocabulary
1. Complete the chart by finding words in the text that rhyme  

with each of the listed words.

speak (page 2)

____________________

learned (page 4)

____________________

understand (page 8)

____________________

read (page 10)

____________________

machine (page 18)

____________________

foggy (page 23)

____________________

2. Write your own rhyming words for each of the following.

rainbow ___________ burned ___________ animate ___________

shoulder ___________ first ___________ puddle ___________

stumble  ___________ delight ___________ sleeping ___________

W — Poetry on TV
 Name: 	

Figurative Language
Reproducible 
Worksheet 2
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W — Gold in the Hills
Name: 	

Figurative Language
Reproducible 
Worksheet 3

Figurative Language 

Fill in the table with the information about similes.

Similes What Is Being Compared Literal Meaning

(page 2) the entrance 
yawned, black and quiet, 
like the throat of some 
awful beast

entrance to the cave and a 
beast’s wide, open throat

the entrance to the cave  
was big, dark, and scary

(page 2) the hair on his  
back bristled like a 
scrubbing brush

_________________________

_________________________

the dog’s hair stood up  
on end

(page 2) _________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

the bear roared very loudly

(page 2) the water, still cold 
from winter, stung like  
a thousand needles

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

(page 4)  ________________

_________________________

the boy’s arms and the sails 
of a windmill _________________________

_________________________

(page 4) _________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

his eyes were opened  
very wide

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text:  What does “mouth the size of a mineshaft” mean?  
(page 8)  _____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. Work out the Answer: Why was Snuffles a “snuffly savior?” (pages 2 and 4)  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: If you could explore a river without adults around, what would 
you enjoy most?  ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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W — Gold in the Hills
 Name: 	

Figurative Language
Reproducible 
Worksheet 4

More Figurative Language
1. Write the personification.

Page 2:  _______________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________

Page 2:  _______________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________

Page 4:  _______________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________

Page 4  ________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________

Page 18, paragraph 3:  _________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________

Page 20:  ______________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________

Page 20:  ______________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________  

2. What is personification? _____________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary and Language Conventions
Change these sentences into indirect speech. 
“Do you know what this is?” said Father. (page 6) 

_______________________________________________________________________  

“Keep it under your hat,” he said. (page 8)

_______________________________________________________________________  

“Definitely – nasty pieces of work, I reckon,” agreed the blacksmith. (page 10) 

_______________________________________________________________________  

“Head for the waterfall!” she hissed. (page 14)

_______________________________________________________________________
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Y — Your Health
Name: 	

Figurative Language
Reproducible 
Worksheet 5

Figurative Language 

These figures of speech each count as two kinds of figurative language.  
Complete the chart.

Example 1 2

major milestone (page 2) alliteration idiom

taking a toll (page 3) ________________________ ________________________

as good as new (page 6) ________________________ ________________________

chomp on, chocoholics  
(page 13) ________________________ ________________________

as relaxed as a seal in a 
school of sharks (page 21) ________________________ ________________________

world-class worrier (page 21)
________________________ _____________________

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: What warning did Timothy give about the Internet?  
(page 21) _____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
2. Work out the Answer: What is a “sunshine story?” (page 11)  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: Should children be responsible for their own health?  
Give reasons. 

_______________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________
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More Figurative Language
Write the missing information.

Figurative Language Kind of Figurative 
Language

Meaning

his life is an open book 
(page 3) _________________________ _________________________

your story freaked me out 
(page 4) _________________________ _________________________

ditching diet drinks  
(page 7) _________________________ _________________________

their lungs are crying out 
for help (page 16) _________________________ _________________________

erupting like a volcano 
(page 18) _________________________ _________________________

zooming (page 20)
_________________________ _________________________

Vocabulary and Language Conventions
Phrases with commas that begin a sentence are introductory phrases.  
Read the introductory phrases on pages 5, 10, and 17. Then, write sentences  
of your own, using these beginnings.

However, _____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

As usual, _____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Sometimes, _______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

In some countries, _________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Y — Your Health
 Name: 	

Figurative Language
Reproducible 
Worksheet 6
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X — Smith’s Department Store
Name: 	

Figurative Language
Reproducible 
Worksheet 7

Figurative Language 

Write the definitions of these examples of figurative language. 

Why is this alliteration? Set up the sound to suit any style. (page 21)

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Why is this hyperbole? Lets you tune into stations all over the galaxy.  
(page 21)

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Why is this personification? Your ears and eyes will thank you for it later.  
(page 21)

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Why is this a metaphor? These volleyballs are a rainbow of dazzling colors. 
(page 10)

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: What makes the RollaBlaze inline skates so tough? (page 8)
  ______________________________________________________________________
2. Work out the Answer: What is the difference between “features”  
and “benefits?” ________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: Which do you think a cat would enjoy most,  
the remote-control mice or the pet playhouses? Give reasons.

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
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X — Smith’s Department Store
 Name: 	

Figurative Language
Reproducible 
Worksheet 8

More Figurative Language
Turn the similes into metaphors and the metaphors into similes.

1. Similes into Metaphors

Crease-Be-Gone is as smart as a whip. (page 5) ___________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

The mice advanced in formation, like a troop of well-drilled soldiers.  

(page 17) ______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

You’ll hear the beat as clear as a whisper. (page 21) ______________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

2. Metaphors into Similes

The iron is a spider. (page 5) ____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

The world is a rainbow of beautiful colors. (page 16) ______________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________  

Vocabulary and Language Conventions
1. To create a new word, add able to words that are complete and ible to words 
that are incomplete. 

collect _____________ incred _____________ renew _____________

respons _____________ adjust _____________ detect _____________

consider _____________ wash _____________ access _____________

depend _____________ aud _____________ ed _____________

illeg _____________ afford _____________ revers _____________

2. Underline the word that breaks the rule.
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Poetry on TV 
Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers  
Find in the Text: How did television change the children’s lives? Instead of 
reading books to entertain themselves, they opted to watch television. Work 
out the Answer: What does A dozen eyeballs on the floor mean? Six children on 
the floor with their eyes glued to a television screen. Judge for Yourself: Which 
would you prefer to do – spend your spare time reading books or watching 
television? Give reasons for your answer. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 1: Figurative Language 
1. Hyperbole: I thought I’d die: didn’t think I could cope; I couldn’t have felt any 
worse; Personification: the house began to speak – the house began to make 
noises; Personification: the wind strains at the door as if in pursuit of someone 
inside – it was very windy outside; strong winds were blowing against the door; 
Simile: a noise … like mice creeping – a very quiet noise.

Questions and Answers:  
1. a lovely bookshelf on the wall 2. He was very bored at first but once the 
television was on he became absorbed in what he was watching and became 
quite cheery. 3. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 2:  
1. alliteration – words close together begin with the same sound, b; hyperbole 
- an exaggeration because the eyes won’t pop out, they just stare; simile – the 
brain is being compared to cheese with use of the word as; onomatopoeia – slop 
sounds like the sound it represents 

Vocabulary: 1. speak, creak; learned, concerned; understand, fairyland; read, 
proceed; machine, unclean; foggy, soggy, groggy 2. Answers will vary.

Gold in the Hills 
Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers 
Find in the Text: How was the gold found? It was caught in the dog’s hair after 
he swam in the river. Work out the Answer: Why did their father forget about 
the grizzly bear? He was excited about the gold. Judge for Yourself: What things 
do you think are more important to have than money? Give reasons for your 
answer. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 3: Figurative Language 
page 2: like a scrubbing brush/dog’s hair and brush/dog’s hair stood on end; 
roar like thunder/bear’s voice and thunder/bear roared very loudly; a thousand 
needles/ cold winter and needles/so cold that it hurt; page 4: flailing like a 
windmill/arms and windmill/arms waving wildly; eyes as wide as saucers/eyes 
and saucers/eyes very wide

Questions and Answers:  
1. unable to keep secrets; 2. saw bear, led them out of cave; 3. Answers will 
vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 4:  
1. page 2: angry river did not want to let them go; waterfall roared in fury; page 
4: current grabbed him and tossed him; friendly sunshine; page 18: river wasn’t 
quite so friendly; page 20: sneaky stone had lain in wait; stone ignored William; 
2. Giving human attributes to objects or animals.

Vocabulary: 1. Father asked if they knew what it was. 2. He told him to keep  
it under his hat. 3. The blacksmith agreed that they were nasty pieces of work. 
4. She hissed at him to head for the waterfall.

Your Health 
Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers  
Find in the Text: What do people who suffer from severe asthma always need 
to carry with them? Their reliever Work out the Answer: How might banning 
aspartame have a negative effect on society? People would eat more foods with 
sugar and put on weight. Judge for Yourself: In comparison with Timothy Carter 
(pages 20 and 21), do you have a healthier or less healthy lifestyle? Give reasons 
for your answer. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 5: Figurative Language 
Taking a toll – alliteration/idiom; as good as new – simile/idiom; chomp on, 
chocoholics – onomatopoeia/alliteration; as relaxed as a seal in a school of 
sharks – simile/alliteration; world-class worrier – alliteration/hyperbole 

Questions and Answers:  
1. not everything you read on Internet is true. 2. a story that contains good, or 
happy, news; 3. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 6:  
page 3: his life is an open book/metaphor/ he has no secrets; page 4: your story 
freaked me out/idiom/your story shocked and surprised me; page 7: ditching 
diet drinks/alliteration/giving up diet drinks; page 16: their lungs are crying 
out for help/personification/their lungs are not getting enough oxygen; page 
18: erupting like a volcano/hyperbole/having many pimples; page 20: zooming/
onomatopoeia/going fast 

Vocabulary: Answers will vary.

Smith’s Department Store 
Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers 
Find in the Text: What is the toy department at Smith’s compared to and why? 
Santa’s workshop. Work out the Answer: Why is the simile, “sprinting like a 
cheetah” used on page 9? Cheetah is world’s fastest animal, so it suggests that 
the shoes will make customers run very fast. Judge for Yourself: Which part of 
the store would you most like to shop in? Why? Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 7: Figurative Language 
The words begin with the same sound; 2. It is deliberate and obvious 
exaggeration; 3. It gives nonhuman things human characteristics; 4. It compares 
two things without using like or as

Questions and Answers:  
1. the ultra-light resin-titanium alloy used on the outside. 2. Features are  
parts of something that distinguish it, benefits are useful aspects of something. 
3. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 8:  
1. Crease-Be-Gone is whip-smart; The mice were a troop of well-drilled soldiers; 
The beat is whisper-clear; 2. The iron is like a spider; The world is like a rainbow 
of beautiful colors. 

Vocabulary: 1. collectable; incredible; renewable; responsible; adjustable; 
detectable; considerable; washable; accessible; dependable; audible; edible; 
illegible; affordable; reversible; 2. accessible

Answer Key
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