
Skill Sets
Teacher Guide

GRADE 5 
BIAS AND PREJUDICE

Guided Reading Levels T–V

TM

TM



2

CONTENTS
Introduction  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .3

Best Practices for Reading Comprehension Instruction  .  .  .  .  .  .3

National Reading Panel Research  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .4

Teach Comprehension Skills  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .4

Reproducible Worksheets  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .6

Answer Key  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .14



3

Introduction
Good readers use a range of skills and strategies to 
comprehend a text . Examples of ways readers exhibit these 
skills and strategies include the following:

•  “They actively focus on and engage with the text 
they are reading. 

•  They make predictions about upcoming text, 
and they note whether their predictions and 
expectations about the content are met. 

•  They draw on prior knowledge to develop and 
clarify new understandings.

•  They figure out the meaning of unfamiliar 
knowledge using context clues.

•  When reading a challenging text, they underline 
and reread, make notes, and paraphrase to 
remember important points. 

•  They think about how ideas encountered in the 
text might be used in the future.

•  Effective comprehension development occurs 
when students interact with the text. They 
extract meaning by connecting their present 
knowledge to their new knowledge.” (Dewsbury, 
Hyland, & Kovalevs, 2013, p. 4)

Each book in the Spotlight on Comprehension Skill 
Sets has been written specifically to practice a targeted 
comprehension skill . The program is aligned to the best 
practices found in both the Common Core State Standards 
for English Language Arts and individual state-specific 
reading and language arts standards . It also complies with 
the research put forth by the National Reading Panel . 

Best Practices 
for Reading 
Comprehension 
Instruction
Aligned to the Standards
The Spotlight on Comprehension Skill Sets are leveled texts 
that address the recommendations of the Common Core 
State Standards, the state-specific Common Core standards, 
and individual state standards for reading and language 
arts . 

One key criterion of the Common Core State Standards 
is comprehension and close reading of literature and 
informational texts . According to the “Revised Publishers’ 
Criteria for the Common Core State Standards in English 
Language Arts and Literacy,” reading strategies help 
students gain information and understanding from the text . 
The instruction of reading strategies needs to be an integral 
part of the act of reading, while always focusing on the 
specific text under study . (Coleman & Pimentel, 2012, p . 9) 
The direct instruction of reading comprehension strategies 
and skills enables students to do the work required by the 
Common Core State Standards . (Calkins, Ehrenworth, & 
Lehman, 2012, p . 29) 

The Skill Sets provide educators with explicit instruction of 
the comprehension skill for every title . “Each student book 
has been designed so that at least one example of the focus 
comprehension skill is included on each double-page spread 
of the book . This gives students multiple opportunities to 
apply the skill as they focus on the text at hand .” (Dewsbury 
et al ., 2013, p . 6) 

To find specific correlations for each Skill Set to  
state-specific and Common Core State Standards, visit 
www .sundancepub .com .
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National Reading Panel 
Research
“Comprehension can be improved by teaching students to 
use specific cognitive strategies or to reason strategically 
when they encounter barriers to understanding what they 
are reading . Readers acquire these strategies informally 
to some extent, but explicit or formal instruction in the 
application of comprehension strategies has been shown to 
be highly effective in enhancing understanding .” (National 
Reading Panel, 2000)

“The National Reading Panel’s findings identified that 
successful readers need to develop a toolbag of skills and 
strategies that they can draw on automatically to extract 
meaning from a text . These skills and strategies are not 
gained by osmosis; they have to be explicitly taught . 
Students need multiple opportunities to practice and apply 
their comprehension skills in a variety of settings .

Using an explicit teaching model is an effective way of 
developing the comprehension skills and strategies of 
students . Explicit teaching of comprehension benefits all 
readers . Not only does it enable children to extract the most 
from a text, it also helps them become reflective readers 
who are able to monitor, assess, and improve their own 
comprehension .” (Dewsbury et al ., 2013, p . 4) 

Teach Comprehension 
Skills
Since each student book has been written specifically to 
practice the focus comprehension skill, students continually 
apply the skill as they read, developing their understanding 
of the skill and its purpose . With time, students recognize 
how the skill allows them to extract meaning from a text .

Use the guiding notes on each student book’s inside back 
cover to walk students through applying the skill to the 
text . Begin with modeling the skill for students and then 
guide them through how and when to use the skill . At the 
end of the lesson, use the Drawing Conclusions section of 
the guiding notes to ask students literal, inferential, and 
evaluative text-specific questions that assess students’ 
abilities to make meaning from the text . 

The two reproducible worksheets for every title provided 
in this Teacher Guide allow students to practice the 
comprehension skill and their vocabulary skills . Students 
may complete these worksheets with peers or on their own . 
(Dewsbury et al ., 2013, p . 6)

What’s Up? 
GRL T 
Nonfiction

Prejudice on the Goldfields 
GRL V 
Nonfiction

Changing Times 
GRL U 
Nonfiction

Houdini—Man of Magic or Deceit? 
GRL U 
Nonfiction
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BIAS AND PREJUDICE
When introducing students to a comprehension skill, direct them to the definition of the skill at the beginning of the 
guiding notes on the inside back cover of every title . The definition helps students recognize why the skill is important 
and how it can be applied to their reading . Then use the following in-depth definition of the comprehension skill Bias 
and Prejudice to aid your instruction of the skill and your assessment of students’ understanding of the skill .

“Bias is an opinion somebody has about something. It may show their like or dislike for a particular thing. It 
may be positive or negative. Prejudice is an intolerant opinion someone has formed based on irrational feelings 
and/or inaccurate stereotypes. It is usually unfavorable. Both bias and prejudice can be used to influence 
someone, sometimes without the sender or the receiver of the message being aware of it. 

Students will encounter both bias and prejudice in their everyday lives . Students can find many examples of bias and 
prejudice in letters to the editor – for instance, in letters regarding asylum seekers . They may encounter bias and 
prejudice in advertisements, on the playground, in books, in movies, and in their studies when learning about history, 
such as women’s rights and the treatment of indigenous people in their own country .

Bias and prejudice may be overt, as in reactions to people who are different, letters to the editor, and current affairs 
reports . They may also be covert, as in advertisements and main characters smoking or wearing brand-name clothes 
in many of the movies students watch . Bias and prejudice are particularly well hidden in advertisements . They often 
involve stereotypes .

Bias and prejudice may be deliberate or accidental in many forms of persuasive writing . Both bias and prejudice may be 
presented as facts . Students need to understand that authors may have a particular bias that they use to manipulate or 
persuade . Students need to be able to debate a topic and look for bias and prejudice in narratives, recounts, expositions, 
and reports .

Objectives
Students are able to:

•  recognize and analyze both bias and prejudice, whether it is positive, as in anti-smoking campaigns, or 
negative, as in many current affairs programs; 

•  recognize persuasive language, exaggerations, stereotypes, and emotive language;

•  assess what they read, see, and hear with impartiality and provide reasoned arguments for or against a 
position or their beliefs;

•  use graphic organizers to indicate arguments and persuasive and emotive language from texts; and

•  use examples of bias and prejudice signal words in their writing.” (Comprehension Skills Definitions)
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T — What’s Up?

Bias and Prejudice
Write the different points of view about school uniforms. (pages 8–9)

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: What idea does the image at the bottom of page 8 show?

_______________________________________________________________________
2. Work out the Answer: What does “official mouthpiece” mean? (page 2) 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: What would your suggestion for a new name for the 
magazine be? Give reasons. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Name: 	

Bias and Prejudice
Reproducible 
Worksheet 1

Topic:

School Uniforms

Points of view:

BUG:

•_______________________________

________________________________

•_______________________________

________________________________

•_______________________________

________________________________

•_______________________________

________________________________

Franka Fabiano:

•_______________________________

________________________________

•_______________________________

________________________________

•_______________________________

________________________________

•_______________________________

________________________________
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More Bias and Prejudice
1. Write examples of persuasive language used in the advertorials  
on pages 16 and 17.

2. Find some words used to emphasize bias. (page 14)

Vocabulary
Dashes are sometimes used instead of commas. Find some examples on the 
following pages.

Page 4:  __________________________________________________________

Page 6:  __________________________________________________________

Page 6 :  _________________________________________________________

Page 14:  _________________________________________________________

T — What’s Up?
 Name: 	

Bias and Prejudice
Reproducible 
Worksheet 2

Personalizing Your Gear:

•_______________________________

________________________________

•_______________________________

________________________________

•_______________________________

________________________________

•_______________________________

________________________________

No Joke:

•_______________________________

________________________________

•_______________________________

________________________________

•_______________________________

________________________________

•_______________________________

________________________________

Andre: ____________________________  ___________________________

___________________________  ___________________________

Kevin:  ___________________________ ___________________________

 ___________________________   ___________________________
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U — Changing Times

Bias and Prejudice
1. Write examples of prejudice of some white people against  
black people and give examples to show how this prejudice  
was demonstrated. (page 16, paragraph 2) 

Prejudice against black people:

•  __________________________________________

____________________________________________

Examples that demonstrate 
this prejudice: •  __________________________________________

____________________________________________

•  __________________________________________

____________________________________________

•  __________________________________________

____________________________________________

2. What is your opinion of this form of discrimination? Explain your answer.
_______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: What helped UK women get suffrage in 1918? (page 5) 

__________________________________________________________________
2. Work out the Answer: Why did some suffragettes protest in front of 
Buckingham Palace? (pages 5–6)

________________________________________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: Which campaigner against prejudice would you most 
like to meet? Give reasons.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Name: 	

Bias and Prejudice
Reproducible 
Worksheet 3
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More Bias and Prejudice
1. Fill in the missing parts of this table about discrimination.

Date/Country Discrimination Fought against by

1890s NZ (page 4) _________________________

_________________________

Kate Sheppard

1903–14 UK (page 4) _________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

1914–18 World War I 

UK (pages 8–9)

Forced military duty _________________________

_________________________

1955 US (page 16) _________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

1940–1990 South 

Africa (pages 20–21)

Apartheid _________________________

_________________________

2. Write examples of discrimination against black and colored people during 
apartheid. (page 20)

•_____________________________________________________________________

•_____________________________________________________________________

•_____________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary
1. What do these words mean?

prejudice:  _____________________________________________________________

preschool:  _____________________________________________________________

prepay:  _____________________________________________________________

preface:  _____________________________________________________________

preview:  _____________________________________________________________

2. What does the Latin prefix pre mean?   ________________________________

U — Changing Times
 Name: 	

Bias and Prejudice
Reproducible 
Worksheet 4
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U — Houdini – Man of Magic or Deceit?
Name: 	

Bias and Prejudice
Reproducible 
Worksheet 5

Bias and Prejudice
Write some emotive language used by Commissioner Warren and Inspector 
Whitcombe that shows their prejudice for and against Houdini. (page 11 and 
page 13, paragraph 2)

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: What escape did Houdini perform at the Hippodrome 
Theater, New York, in 1912? (page 6)

 

 

2. Work out the Answer: TV and the internet were not around in Houdini’s  
time. How did news about his performances and daring escapes reach people  
in the early twentieth century?

 

 

 
3. Judge for Yourself: Do you agree with the editor’s explanations on pages 20 
and 21 of how Houdini managed to perform his escapes? Give reasons.

 

 

 

Inspector Whitcombe (against):

•______________________________

_______________________________

•______________________________

_______________________________

•______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

Commissioner Warren (for):

•______________________________

_______________________________

•______________________________

_______________________________

•______________________________

_______________________________

•______________________________

_______________________________
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U — Houdini – Man of Magic or Deceit?
 Name: 	

Bias and Prejudice
Reproducible 
Worksheet 6

More Bias and Prejudice
Write examples of language used to entice people to see Houdini’s  
performances. (page 6)

Vocabulary
Write the hyphenated adjectives that match these nouns.

Page 3:   magician

Page 6:   performance

Page 8:   milk can

Page 11:   wonder

Page 13:   money 

Page 13:   handcuffs

Page 14:   accomplices

•_____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

•_____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

•_____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

•_____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

•_____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

•_____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

•_____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
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V — Prejudice on the Goldfields

Bias and Prejudice
1. Write examples of how the diggers were discriminated against, and of the 
actions they took. (page 20)

Discrimination in the laws Action the diggers took

•____________________________

_____________________________

•____________________________

_____________________________

•______________________________________

•______________________________________

•______________________________________

•______________________________________

2. Do you think the diggers were justified in their actions? Give reasons.

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: Why were diggers biased against the Governor? (page 20)

______________________________________________________________________
2. Work out the Answer: What was the main reason that Chinese miners  
faced discrimination on the goldfields? (page 16) 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: How do you feel about Peter Burnett’s attitude  
supporting discrimination? Give reasons. (page 5) 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Name: 	

Bias and Prejudice
Reproducible 
Worksheet 7

The diggers were against the Governor and the laws that discriminated against them.
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More Bias and Prejudice
Write the evidence to support the following statement. (page 19, paragraph 1)

Vocabulary
Summarize these pages by providing new headlines.

Page 16:  ______________________________________________________________

Page 17:  ______________________________________________________________

Page 18:  ______________________________________________________________

Page 20:  ______________________________________________________________

Page 22:  ______________________________________________________________

page 4:  ______________________________________________________________

Page 9:  ______________________________________________________________

V — Prejudice on the Goldfields
 Name: 	

Bias and Prejudice
Reproducible 
Worksheet 8

Miners’ prejudice against Native Americans led to destruction of natural resources.

Evidence:

•___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

•___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

•___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

•___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

•___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

•___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
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What’s Up? 
Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers 
Find in the Text: What does anyone who wants to become the new singer of 
Crash and Bang have to be able to do? sing, practice on Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and sometimes Sunday mornings. Work out the Answer: Who is the likely source 
of high-energy bars, and why? Alicia – her dad owns the company. Judge for 
Yourself: Which candidate would you vote for to become the new member of 
the school council? Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 1:  
BUG: turn us into clones; not all same; adults…control us; trample on our 
human rights; adults don’t have right to tell us what to wear; make sure 
oppression by school uniforms has end; F: not invented to control us; free us 
from tyranny of fashion; saying that…total garbage; takes ammunition from 
airheads who make fun of others. 

Questions and Answers:  
1. foot stamping on uniform 2. expresses students’ views 3. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 2:  
1. very cool, huge, awesome, funky, easy, amazed, seriously sick idea; life of 
party, bright side, green grass, find humor, develop personality, rave, wonderful 
2. Andre: great; false beliefs, opinions and delusions, zero taste, trust your 
instincts, not cheap marketing; Kevin: didn’t go far enough, not organically 
grown, silly, propaganda

Vocabulary: and even grandmothers’; clothes…frump; as in out of fashion; and 
zero taste

Changing Times 
Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers 
Find in the Text: Why was Iva Toguri sent to jail in Japan? Was blamed for Tokyo 
Rose broadcasts and thought of as traitor. Work out the Answer: Why did the 
Americans try so hard to find Tokyo Rose after Word War II? Tokyo Rose was 
responsible for spreading fear and bad news during the war. Judge for Yourself: 
What is your opinion of men who refuse to fight for their country because they 
believe war is wrong? Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 3:  
1. Thought white people were better than black people. Examples: black people 
worked as slaves; some whites would hang, shoot, stab, or beat slaves who ran 
away; Ku Klux Klan often killed them; laws prevented from using same facilities 
as whites – segregation 2. Answers will vary. 

Questions and Answers:  
1. When war ended, government could see vital role women had played. 2. It 
was part of the campaign to get noticed and create headlines. 3. Answers will 
vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 4:  
1. Women couldn’t vote; Women couldn’t vote/suffragettes; British Pacifist 
Group; black people standing for white people on buses/Rosa Parks; Nelson 
Mandela 2. White people owned most land; different races could not have social 
contact; could not marry; use same public facilities

Vocabulary: 1. negative opinion formed beforehand; before compulsory 
schooling; pay beforehand; at beginning of book; show before public gets to see 
it 2. before

Houdini—Man of Magic or Deceit? 
Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers 
Find in the Text: What was Houdini famous for? He was an escape artist 
specializing in getting himself out of restraining devices. Work out the Answer: 
Why do you think Houdini chose to be suspended from a crane in the middle 
of New York? Thousands of people watched and he was able to publicize his 
performance. Judge for Yourself: What do you think is Houdini’s most amazing 
feat? Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 5:  
For: entertainer; showman; never seen anything like it; gasped in open-mouthed 
wonder; no doubt greatest in world; most talented escape artist of our time; 
Against: believe is fraud too; terrible display of deception; escape-proof 
handcuffs that had supposedly taken five years to make. 

Questions and Answers:  
1. escaped from milk can filled with water 2. posters, articles, street 
performances, word of mouth 3. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 6:  
gasp in awe; you won’t believe your eyes; death-defying performance; not 
for faint-hearted; will he escape or will he drown; share his terror; can you 
outlast him; bonus performance; Water Torture Cell; cry out in terror; marvelous 
escapes; experience excitement

Vocabulary: first-class, death-defying, over-sized, open-mouthed, hard-earned, 
escape-proof, feeble-minded

Prejudice on the Goldfields 
Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers 
Find in the Text: Why did so many Native Americans die because of the gold 
rush? Many starved because they were deprived of their natural resources, 
others caught measles or smallpox. Work out the Answer: How was life harsher 
for women in the goldfields than it had been before? Same chores as before but 
much harsher living conditions. Judge for Yourself: Why is the advertisement on 
page 3 misleading? Give reasons. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 7:  
1. Discrimination in laws: unfair license fees; wanted right for all men to vote; 
Action the diggers took: burned their licenses; raised a new flag; gathered guns 
and marched to diggings; built a stockade 2. Answers will vary.

Questions and Answers:  
1. He refused their demands. 2. The way they worked meant that they were 
often successful at finding gold. 3. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 8:  
1. tore up land; dirtied and poisoned rivers; fouled drinking water; cut down 
trees; used guns to hunt animals; hunted too many animals and drove them 
from the land.

Vocabulary: Answers will vary.

Answer Key
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