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Introduction
Good readers use a range of skills and strategies to 
comprehend a text . Examples of ways readers exhibit these 
skills and strategies include the following:

•  “They actively focus on and engage with the text 
they are reading. 

•  They make predictions about upcoming text, 
and they note whether their predictions and 
expectations about the content are met. 

•  They draw on prior knowledge to develop and 
clarify new understandings.

•  They figure out the meaning of unfamiliar 
knowledge using context clues.

•  When reading a challenging text, they underline 
and reread, make notes, and paraphrase to 
remember important points. 

•  They think about how ideas encountered in the 
text might be used in the future.

•  Effective comprehension development occurs 
when students interact with the text. They 
extract meaning by connecting their present 
knowledge to their new knowledge.” (Dewsbury, 
Hyland, & Kovalevs, 2013, p. 4)

Each book in the Spotlight on Comprehension Skill 
Sets has been written specifically to practice a targeted 
comprehension skill . The program is aligned to the best 
practices found in both the Common Core State Standards 
for English Language Arts and individual state-specific 
reading and language arts standards . It also complies with 
the research put forth by the National Reading Panel . 

Best Practices 
for Reading 
Comprehension 
Instruction
Aligned to the Standards
The Spotlight on Comprehension Skill Sets are leveled texts 
that address the recommendations of the Common Core 
State Standards, the state-specific Common Core standards, 
and individual state standards for reading and language 
arts . 

One key criterion of the Common Core State Standards 
is comprehension and close reading of literature and 
informational texts . According to the “Revised Publishers’ 
Criteria for the Common Core State Standards in English 
Language Arts and Literacy,” reading strategies help 
students gain information and understanding from the text . 
The instruction of reading strategies needs to be an integral 
part of the act of reading, while always focusing on the 
specific text under study . (Coleman & Pimentel, 2012, p . 9) 
The direct instruction of reading comprehension strategies 
and skills enables students to do the work required by the 
Common Core State Standards . (Calkins, Ehrenworth, & 
Lehman, 2012, p . 29) 

The Skill Sets provide educators with explicit instruction of 
the comprehension skill for every title . “Each student book 
has been designed so that at least one example of the focus 
comprehension skill is included on each double-page spread 
of the book . This gives students multiple opportunities to 
apply the skill as they focus on the text at hand .” (Dewsbury 
et al ., 2013, p . 6) 

To find specific correlations for each Skill Set to  
state-specific and Common Core State Standards, visit 
www .sundancepub .com .
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National Reading Panel 
Research
“Comprehension can be improved by teaching students to 
use specific cognitive strategies or to reason strategically 
when they encounter barriers to understanding what they 
are reading . Readers acquire these strategies informally 
to some extent, but explicit or formal instruction in the 
application of comprehension strategies has been shown to 
be highly effective in enhancing understanding .” (National 
Reading Panel, 2000)

“The National Reading Panel’s findings identified that 
successful readers need to develop a toolbag of skills and 
strategies that they can draw on automatically to extract 
meaning from a text . These skills and strategies are not 
gained by osmosis; they have to be explicitly taught . 
Students need multiple opportunities to practice and apply 
their comprehension skills in a variety of settings .

Using an explicit teaching model is an effective way of 
developing the comprehension skills and strategies of 
students . Explicit teaching of comprehension benefits all 
readers . Not only does it enable children to extract the most 
from a text, it also helps them become reflective readers 
who are able to monitor, assess, and improve their own 
comprehension .” (Dewsbury et al ., 2013, p . 4) 

Teach Comprehension 
Skills
Since each student book has been written specifically to 
practice the focus comprehension skill, students continually 
apply the skill as they read, developing their understanding 
of the skill and its purpose . With time, students recognize 
how the skill allows them to extract meaning from a text .

Use the guiding notes on each student book’s inside back 
cover to walk students through applying the skill to the 
text . Begin with modeling the skill for students and then 
guide them through how and when to use the skill . At the 
end of the lesson, use the Drawing Conclusions section of 
the guiding notes to ask students literal, inferential, and 
evaluative text-specific questions that assess students’ 
abilities to make meaning from the text . 

The two reproducible worksheets for every title provided 
in this Teacher Guide allow students to practice the 
comprehension skill and their vocabulary skills . Students 
may complete these worksheets with peers or on their own . 
(Dewsbury et al ., 2013, p . 6)

The Smith Family Diaries 
GRL T 
Fiction

Defying Gravity 
GRL V 
Fiction

The Great Rainbow Hill Debate 
GRL U 
Nonfiction

The Cackleberry Creek Foghorn 
GRL U 
Fiction
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FACT AND OPINION
When introducing students to a comprehension skill, direct them to the definition of the skill at the beginning of the 
guiding notes on the inside back cover of every title . The definition helps students recognize why the skill is important 
and how it can be applied to their reading . Then use the following in-depth definition of the comprehension skill Fact 
and Opinion to aid your instruction of the skill and your assessment of students’ understanding of the skill .

“The ability to distinguish between information that is true (facts) and information that varies between 
individuals (opinions) is of paramount importance. Each one of us needs to be able to sift information 
constantly to determine whether or not it is reliable. This is a fundamental skill that equips us to make sound 
judgments, develop our own informed opinions, and be able to justify them. It is right that we hold opinions 
about situations and issues, but we need to be able to support these opinions with verifiable facts.

Students are surrounded by their peers, the media, and adults who shape their thinking and attitudes . It can never be 
too early to teach students to differentiate between fact and opinion . They need to learn to recognize that conclusions 
built on opinions should not carry the same weight as those founded on facts .

Becoming familiar with a range of signal words alerts students to the presence of an opinion . Some signal words 
and phrases are: think, feel, believe, guess, never, am sure that, everyone should, if you ask me, you’ll love . Adjectives 
such as wonderful, pretty, scary, tasty, important, superlatives such as most important, best, funniest, weirdest, and 
exaggerations such as millions of students, as fast as a rocket, never stops talking may also indicate an opinion . 
Students also need to learn that opinions may be stated without signal words, so they sound like facts . …

Graphic organizers enable students to efficiently categorize the facts and opinions they have read . They are then better 
able to make judgments and draw conclusions that they can justify .

Objectives
Students are able to:

• distinguish between facts and opinions;

• recognize relevant signal words and phrases;

• work with graphic organizers that illustrate facts and opinions; 

•  use the graphic organizers to assist them to make judgments relating to facts and opinions, and to justify 
the judgments; and

• use facts and opinions with signal words in their writing.” (Comprehension Skills Definitions)
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Fact and Opinion
1. Write the opinions about Biddle, the dog.

2. In my opinion, Biddle is  _____________________________________________  

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: Why did Abigail want a washing robot? (page 4)

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

2. Work out the Answer: Why is “An Alarming Incident” a good title?  
(pages 16–19) 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

3. Judge for Yourself: How would you describe Rebecca’s and Connor’s  
behavior? Give reasons. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

T — The Smith Family Diaries
Name: 	

Fact and Opinion
Reproducible 
Worksheet 1

Facts:

•  Biddle is Aunt Bec’s 
dog. 

•  Biddle jumped over 
the fence onto the 
street.

Abigail’s opinions: (page 10)

•_____________________________________________

•_____________________________________________

Rebecca’s opinions: (page 13)

•_____________________________________________

•_____________________________________________

Connor’s opinions: (page 14)

•_____________________________________________

•_____________________________________________
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More Facts and Opinions
Write four facts from Rebecca’s diary on pages 22 and 23. Then, write four  
opinions from Connor’s diary on page 24.

Vocabulary
Write the similes from the following pages. 

page 7:  ______________________________________________________________

page 13:  ______________________________________________________________

page 14:  ______________________________________________________________

page 22:  ______________________________________________________________

T — The Smith Family Diaries
 Name: 	

Fact and Opinion
Reproducible 
Worksheet 2

Opinion:

________________________

________________________

Opinion:

________________________

________________________

Fact: 

  _______________________

  _______________________

Fact: 

  _______________________

  _______________________

Opinion:

________________________

________________________

Fact: 

  _______________________

  _______________________

Fact:

  _______________________

  _______________________

Opinion:

________________________

________________________
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U — The Great Rainbow  
Hill Debate

Fact and Opinion
1. Write the first fact or opinion from each person. (pages 12–13) 

Opinions

Caitlin Murphy ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Maria Gonzales ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Richard Stolton ____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Facts

Ismail Alchemlal
____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Diljinder Singh
____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

2. Circle the signal words in your answers.

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: Which group was most against the wastewater plan, girls 
or boys? (page 20) 

_______________________________________________________________________
2. Work out the Answer: What does “The people of Rainbow Hill are reeling 
today” mean? (page 2)

_______________________________________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: What question would you like to ask the mayor about 
recycled water? Give reasons. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Name: 	

Fact and Opinion
Reproducible 
Worksheet 3
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More Facts and Opinions
The engineer disagrees with these statements. Write the reasons from  
page 18.

a.  The city council 
could build 
another dam.

•__________________________________________________

•__________________________________________________

•__________________________________________________

•__________________________________________________

b.  We could use water 
from rainwater 
tanks for the 
garden.

•__________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________

c.  The money would 
be better spent 
building a pipeline 
from another city.

•__________________________________________________

•__________________________________________________

Vocabulary
In the following words, culture means to cultivate. Guess the meanings of the  
words, then check the dictionary definition.

agriculture

My guess:  

Dictionary definition:  

aquaculture 

My guess:  

Dictionary definition:  

monoculture

My guess:  

Dictionary definition:  

U — The Great Rainbow  
Hill Debate Name: 	

Fact and Opinion
Reproducible 
Worksheet 4
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U — The Cackleberry Creek Foghorn

Fact and Opinion
1. Write the different opinions about the cause of the noise. (pages 3–5)

 

Water Board spokesperson:  _____________________________________________

Mrs. Webster:  _________________________________________________________

Tyson Roberts:  ________________________________________________________

Joe Malouf:  ___________________________________________________________

Kindergarten Kopters:  __________________________________________________

Council:  ______________________________________________________________

2. List the opinion signal words from these pages.

_______________________   ______________________   ______________________

_______________________   ______________________   ______________________

3. What do you think the cause of the noise is? Use your imagination. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: What was the crunchy texture in the caesar salad?  
(page 12) 

_______________________________________________________________________
2. Work out the Answer: Why would the principal’s opinion be unreliable?  
(page 5)

_______________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: What does this statement “I had the place all to myself”  
on page 10 tell you about the restaurant? Give reasons. 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Name: 	

Fact and Opinion
Reproducible 
Worksheet 5

Fact:
At exactly 2.30 p.m. every day, the noise begins.
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More Facts and Opinions
Read Honey Rawling’s opinions about the Last Chance Restaurant.  
Match each of her opinions with one of your own. (pages 10-13)

Vocabulary
Write examples of alliteration from these pages.

(page 4)  _____________________________________________________________

(page 5)  _____________________________________________________________

(page 9)  _____________________________________________________________

(page 11)  _____________________________________________________________

(page 12)  _____________________________________________________________

(page 23)  _____________________________________________________________

U — The Cackleberry Creek Foghorn
 Name: 	

Fact and Opinion
Reproducible 
Worksheet 6

Honey’s comments:

• The decor was perfect. 
The bread was  
color-coded  to match  
the stylish decor.

• My tomato soup had 
been lovingly prepared. 

• I will return to this 
amazing restaurant for 
another food adventure.

• Obviously caesar à la 
cucaracha is going to be a 
house speciality! 

Your opinions:

•___________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

•___________________________________________

____________________________________________

•___________________________________________

____________________________________________

____________________________________________

•___________________________________________

____________________________________________
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V — Defying Gravity

Fact and Opinion
1. Write Klang’s opinion and Jemima’s opinion. Circle the signal words.  
(page 6)

2. Write three facts that followed their conversation.  
(page 6, paragraph 6)

•  _____________________________________________________________________

•  _____________________________________________________________________

•  _____________________________________________________________________

3. Write three facts using information from the illustration on pages 2 and 3.

•  _____________________________________________________________________

•______________________________________________________________________

•  _____________________________________________________________________

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: Why did Jemima think they should start all over again? 
(page 10) 

_______________________________________________________________________
2. Work out the Answer: How did Jemima’s positive attitude contribute to her 
success? (pages 10 and 13)

_______________________________________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: If Klang were your robot, what kind of tasks would you 
set for him? Why? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Name: 	

Fact and Opinion
Reproducible 
Worksheet 7

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________
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More Facts and Opinions
Write the missing facts and opinions from page 21. Circle the signal words.

Vocabulary
Add the punctuation for direct speech.  

1. (page 9) Yes indeed said Jemima, encouraged

2. (page 16) That’s how they always act said Klang

3. (page 24) That’ll teach you not to cheat chortled Jemima

4. Write an example of your own.

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

V — Defying Gravity
 Name: 	

Fact and Opinion
Reproducible 
Worksheet 8

Fact:

_______________________

_______________________

Fact:

_______________________

_______________________

Fact:

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

Opinion:

 _______________________

 _______________________

Opinion:

 ___________________

 ___________________

Opinion:

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________
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The Smith Family Diaries 
Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers  
Find in the Text: Why were there red streaks in the washing? Rebecca put a red 
scarf in the laundry and the dye ran. Work out the Answer: What is unfair about 
emotional blackmail? It makes people feel they have to do something they don’t 
want to. Judge for Yourself: How do you resolve conflicts in your family? Give 
examples. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 1:  
1. Abigail: silly golden retriever; whirling about like proverbial dervish  
2. Rebecca: silly golden retriever; leaped over fence like something out of 
Guinness Book of Records 3. Connor: genius dog Biddle must be highest jumper 
in world; jumped out of yard like some kind of super dog. 2. Answers will vary. 
Questions and Answers: 1. do washing; fold, put away washing 2. play on words; 
breaking fire alarm; alarming incident 3. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 2:  
1. Rebecca: went for a swim; hid treasure; did cartwheels; won competition; 
couldn’t find phone. Connor: I’m really good at doing cartwheels; I did six 
perfect ones; I’m sure they have them; making huge fuss; that’s a pity; I would 
have won; so that was all right; Ma seems very uptight lately. Vocabulary: 
laughed like a hyena; leaped over the fence like something out of the Guinness 
Book of Records; jumped out of the yard like some kind of super dog; sleeping 
like the lazybones he is

The Great Rainbow Hill Debate 
Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers 
Find in the Text: What is one way you can save water in the shower? Don’t stay 
in more than four minutes. Work out the Answer: What did the Mayor mean 
when she said “It just shows you can lead a horse to water but you can’t make 
it drink?” You can show people good ideas but you can’t make them accept 
them. Judge for Yourself: What do you think are the best ways of ensuring there 
is enough water for people? Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 1:  
1. Opinions: Caitlin: if you ask me plan is stupid. Maria: I think it would be good 
for environment. Richard: recycled water would be great for major water-users 
like me. Facts: Ismail: we won’t have to worry about water restrictions. Diljinder: 
There is only a limited amount of water on our planet.

Questions and Answers:  
1. boys 2. The people were very shocked at the idea. 3. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 2:  
a. cost more than recycling plant; council would need to charge more to 
taxpayers; have to flood the eastern suburbs; not enough rainfall to fill dam. 
b. not enough rain to fill tanks. c. drought is problem all over the state; cost of 
water pipeline more expensive than recycling plant

Vocabulary: cultivating land, producing crops; farming marine, freshwater plants 
and animals; growing single crop such as wheat/corn

The Cackleberry Creek Foghorn 
Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers  
Find in the Text: What is the most likely cause of the noises at the school? Old 
gas line under school Work out the Answer: Why were the gnomes lifeless and 
lacking in emotional depth? They were statues. Judge for Yourself: Why do you 
think “that the dog did not bark?” Give reasons. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 5:  
1. old water pipes, ghosts; Mrs. Thompson’s tummy rumbling; termites; alien 
teacher; gas line under school 2. claims; think; claimed; suspect; my theory is; 
pretty sure; maybe 3. Answers will vary.

Questions and Answers:  
1. cockroach 2. principal claimed he knew all enrolled students then later said 
he had never heard of two students at his school 3. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 6:  
Students’ opinions: Answers will vary. 

Vocabulary: p. 4: termite takeover; p. 5: Kindergarten Kopters; p. 9: friends 
and families; p. 11: crunchy crust; p. 12: caesar salad; p. 23: beautiful baby; 
Cackleberry Creek community

Defying Gravity 
Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers 
Find in the Text: What proves that Jemima is a genius in Klang’s opinion? 
Jemima invented Klang. Work out the Answer: How did Jemima know she had 
invented a gravity-enhancing machine? The machine made Klang so heavy he 
went crashing through the floor. Judge for Yourself: Apart from an anti-gravity 
machine, what would be the best invention you could come up with? Answers 
will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 7:  
1. Opinions: Jemima: It’s amazing; Klang: I think you’re genius. 2. Facts: Jemima 
danced on spot; Klang hovered in middle of room, spinning around; enormous 
bang; smoke spilled into air; machine lurched from side to side; Klang wobbled 
in air 3. Answers will vary.

Questions and Answers:  
1. electrohammer malfunctioned; destroyed parts in anti-gravity machine  
2. kept working, learning from mistakes to overcome problems 3. Answers will 
vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 8:  
Jemima: Fact: gravity fuse hose from machine; Opinion: must have stolen that; 
Klang: Fact: noticed in coat with X-ray vision; Opinion: I believe it was he 
who sabotaged electrohammer, stole anti-gravity blueprint; Pilchard: we’ll be 
disqualified for sure; Judge: You and your companion are disqualified.

Vocabulary: 1. “…,” said Jemima, encouraged. 2. “…,” said Klang. 3. “…,” chortled 
Jemima. 4. Answers will vary.

Answer Key
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