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Introduction
Good readers use a range of skills and strategies to 
comprehend a text . Examples of ways readers exhibit these 
skills and strategies include the following:

•  “They actively focus on and engage with the text 
they are reading. 

•  They make predictions about upcoming text, 
and they note whether their predictions and 
expectations about the content are met. 

•  They draw on prior knowledge to develop and 
clarify new understandings.

•  They figure out the meaning of unfamiliar 
knowledge using context clues.

•  When reading a challenging text, they underline 
and reread, make notes, and paraphrase to 
remember important points. 

•  They think about how ideas encountered in the 
text might be used in the future.

•  Effective comprehension development occurs 
when students interact with the text. They 
extract meaning by connecting their present 
knowledge to their new knowledge.” (Dewsbury, 
Hyland, & Kovalevs, 2013, p. 4)

Each book in the Spotlight on Comprehension Skill 
Sets has been written specifically to practice a targeted 
comprehension skill . The program is aligned to the best 
practices found in both the Common Core State Standards 
for English Language Arts and individual state-specific 
reading and language arts standards . It also complies with 
the research put forth by the National Reading Panel . 

Best Practices 
for Reading 
Comprehension 
Instruction
Aligned to the Standards
The Spotlight on Comprehension Skill Sets are leveled texts 
that address the recommendations of the Common Core 
State Standards, the state-specific Common Core standards, 
and individual state standards for reading and language 
arts . 

One key criterion of the Common Core State Standards 
is comprehension and close reading of literature and 
informational texts . According to the “Revised Publishers’ 
Criteria for the Common Core State Standards in English 
Language Arts and Literacy,” reading strategies help 
students gain information and understanding from the text . 
The instruction of reading strategies needs to be an integral 
part of the act of reading, while always focusing on the 
specific text under study . (Coleman & Pimentel, 2012, p . 9) 
The direct instruction of reading comprehension strategies 
and skills enables students to do the work required by the 
Common Core State Standards . (Calkins, Ehrenworth, & 
Lehman, 2012, p . 29) 

The Skill Sets provide educators with explicit instruction of 
the comprehension skill for every title . “Each student book 
has been designed so that at least one example of the focus 
comprehension skill is included on each double-page spread 
of the book . This gives students multiple opportunities to 
apply the skill as they focus on the text at hand .” (Dewsbury 
et al ., 2013, p . 6) 

To find specific correlations for each Skill Set to  
state-specific and Common Core State Standards, visit 
www .sundancepub .com .
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National Reading Panel 
Research
“Comprehension can be improved by teaching students to 
use specific cognitive strategies or to reason strategically 
when they encounter barriers to understanding what they 
are reading . Readers acquire these strategies informally 
to some extent, but explicit or formal instruction in the 
application of comprehension strategies has been shown to 
be highly effective in enhancing understanding .” (National 
Reading Panel, 2000)

“The National Reading Panel’s findings identified that 
successful readers need to develop a toolbag of skills and 
strategies that they can draw on automatically to extract 
meaning from a text . These skills and strategies are not 
gained by osmosis; they have to be explicitly taught . 
Students need multiple opportunities to practice and apply 
their comprehension skills in a variety of settings .

Using an explicit teaching model is an effective way of 
developing the comprehension skills and strategies of 
students . Explicit teaching of comprehension benefits all 
readers . Not only does it enable children to extract the most 
from a text, it also helps them become reflective readers 
who are able to monitor, assess, and improve their own 
comprehension .” (Dewsbury et al ., 2013, p . 4) 

Teach Comprehension 
Skills
Since each student book has been written specifically to 
practice the focus comprehension skill, students continually 
apply the skill as they read, developing their understanding 
of the skill and its purpose . With time, students recognize 
how the skill allows them to extract meaning from a text .

Use the guiding notes on each student book’s inside back 
cover to walk students through applying the skill to the 
text . Begin with modeling the skill for students and then 
guide them through how and when to use the skill . At the 
end of the lesson, use the Drawing Conclusions section of 
the guiding notes to ask students literal, inferential, and 
evaluative text-specific questions that assess students’ 
abilities to make meaning from the text . 

The two reproducible worksheets for every title provided 
in this Teacher Guide allow students to practice the 
comprehension skill and their vocabulary skills . Students 
may complete these worksheets with peers or on their own . 
(Dewsbury et al ., 2013, p . 6)

Natural Disasters 
GRL Q 
Nonfiction

The Invaders 
GRL R 
Nonfiction

Water and Food Programs 
Around the World 
GRL S 
Nonfiction

Inventions and Discoveries 
That Changed the World 
GRL S 
Nonfiction
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CAUSE AND EFFECT
When introducing students to a comprehension skill, direct them to the definition of the skill at the beginning of the 
guiding notes on the inside back cover of every title . The definition helps students recognize why the skill is important 
and how it can be applied to their reading . Then use the following in-depth definition of the comprehension skill Cause 
and Effect to aid your instruction of the skill and your assessment of students’ understanding of the skill .

“An effect is what happened or what a situation is, and a cause is why it happened or why it is so. A cause can 
have more than one effect and an effect more than one cause. An effect may become the cause of another 
effect. If this occurs, it is called a chain reaction. Every time readers encounter a cause/effect relationship, they 
must ask themselves what happened (effect) and why it happened (cause). 

Some important signal words and phrases that may be indicators of causes and effects are: so, because, if, as a result, 
cause, effect, because, this makes, when, therefore, so, that, leads to, if, then, consequently, in spite of . These not 
only alert students to the fact that a cause/effect relationship is being described, but also help them decide which 
component is the cause and which the effect . 

A common expectation is that causes precede effects . This happens in real life, but on paper the reverse may be true . For 
instance, “The cows come to the gate each day (effect) because they know it is milking time (cause) .” Students may find 
this confusing . They need to scrutinize the relationship carefully, rather than make a hasty decision about which is the 
cause and which the effect . 

Cause and effect relationships occur in all types of written material, as well as in conversation and more formal speech . 
Familiarity and confidence in the interpretation of these relationships is essential for students’ comprehension .

Graphic organizers provide a visual aid to the understanding of cause/effect relationships . They not only help students 
disentangle such relationships, but also support readers as they make judgments and evaluate situations and events . 

Objectives
Students are able to:

• distinguish between causes and effects;

• recognize words that signal cause and effect and identify chain reactions;

• work with a range of graphic organizers; 

• use graphic organizers to draw conclusions and make judgments; and

•  use simple examples of cause and effect and signal words in their writing.” (Comprehension Skills  
Definitions)
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Q — Natural Disasters 

Cause and Effect
1. Fill in the missing causes and effect about the earthquake in China. 

2. Fill in the chain reaction about 2005 Hurricane Katrina. (page 13)

3. Fill in the problem and solution about the 2004 tsunami. (page 10)

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: How many homes were destroyed by the fires? (page 21)

__________________________________________________________________

2. Work out the Answer: Why will it take many years to get back to  
normal in Sichuan? (page 18)

__________________________________________________________________

3. Judge for Yourself: What would be the worst thing about being  
without power for a week or more? Give reasons.

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Name: 	  Name: 	

Cause and Effect
Reproducible Worksheet 1

Cause: (page 18)  
main roads were 
damaged

Effect/Cause: 

________________________

________________________

________________________

Effect:  ___________

__________________

__________________

Cause: 
•  huge amounts of 

rain and flooding

Effect/Cause:

_______________________

_______________________

Effects:  
•___________________

____________________

•___________________

____________________

Problems: 

•  _________________________

•  _________________________

Solutions:  
Aid workers made sure survivors had:

•_______________________________________

•_______________________________________
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More Causes and Effects
1. Fill in the missing causes. (page 9)

2. Fill in the missing effects. (page 21)

Vocabulary
Some nouns and verbs look similar or the same. Underline the correct  
word and circle to show whether it is used as a noun or a verb.

Some earthquakes badly affect/effect people. (noun/verb)

Some natural disasters have tragic affects/effects. (noun/verb)

Heavy rains cause massive floods. (noun/verb) 

The river floods the plain every year. (noun/verb)

Q — Natural Disasters 

 Name: 	

Cause and Effect
Reproducible Worksheet 2

Effect:  
death toll was 
high

Causes:  
•________________________________________________

•  _______________________________________________

•  _______________________________________________

Effect: 

________________________

________________________

Effect: 

________________________

________________________

Effect: 

________________________

________________________

Effect: 

________________________

________________________

Effect: 

________________________

________________________

Effect: 

________________________

________________________

Effect: 

________________________

________________________

Causes:  
wildfires 
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R — The Invaders

Cause and Effect
1. Write the missing causes and effects. (pages 14–15)

2. Fill in the missing cause and effects in the chain reaction. (page 18)

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: Why were goats introduced to Europe? (page 5)

__________________________________________________________________

2. Work out the Answer: Why have black rats spread worldwide?  
(pages 12–13)

__________________________________________________________________

3. Judge for Yourself: Which introduced animal do you think is the 
biggest problem?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Effect: Gray squirrels cause problems for the UK’s native red squirrels.

Cause: Habitat

______________________

______________________

______________________

Cause: Behavior

______________________

______________________

______________________

Cause: Food

•  ____________________

•  ____________________

•  ____________________

Cause:  ____________

___________________

___________________

Cause:  
imported rosy wolf 
snail

Effect:  ____________

___________________

___________________

Effect:  ____________

___________________

___________________

Name: 	

Cause and Effect
Reproducible 
Worksheet 3



9Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.
Spotlight on Comprehension  Sundance Publishing

More Causes and Effects
1. Fill in the missing effects about brush-tailed possums. (pages 6–7)

2. Fill in the missing causes about European starlings. (pages 22–23)

3. Underline the signal words for cause.

therefore      because      so      led to       caused      because of this

Vocabulary
Antonyms are words that are opposites. Find the antonyms in the text.

unstable (page 8)  ______________  exotic (page 13)  ________________

catch (page 11) ________________  solution (page 16)  ______________

open (page 13)  ________________  repairs (page 20)  _______________

R — The Invaders

Effect:  
European starlings are a major pest on farmland.

Cause:  
possums arrived

Effects:

•____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

•  ___________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Cause 1:

•  ____________________

•  ____________________

•  ____________________

Cause 2:

•  ____________________

•  ____________________

•  ____________________

Cause 3:

•  ____________________

•  ____________________

•  ____________________

 Name: 	

Cause and Effect
Reproducible 
Worksheet 4
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S — Water and Food Programs  
around the World

Cause and Effect
Write the missing causes and effects. (page 16)

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: Why is Plumpy’nut® so important for hungry  
children in Ethiopia? (page 18)
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. Work out the Answer: Why do you think some people use donkeys to 
carry water over long distances? (page 15, 21)

__________________________________________________________________

3. Judge for Yourself: Do you think it is a good idea to pay people in  
food instead of money? Give reasons.
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Effect/Cause: 

______________________

______________________

Effect/Cause: 

______________________

______________________

Cause: 
poor rainfall

Cause: 
enough rain

Cause: 
price of available food 
rises

Effect/Cause: 

______________________

______________________

Effect: 

______________________

______________________

______________________

Effects:  
•  ____________________

______________________

•  ____________________

______________________

Effect: 

______________________

______________________

______________________

Name: 	

Cause and Effect
Reproducible 
Worksheet 5
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More Causes and Effects
1. Fill in the missing causes and effects. (pages 6–7)

2. Circle the signal words for cause, underline signal words for effect.

consequently      thus       because       due to       as a result

Vocabulary
Mal is a Latin prefix that means bad or badly. Write the meanings for  
these words.

malfunction  ___________________________________________________

malodorous  ___________________________________________________

maladjusted  ___________________________________________________

malformed  ___________________________________________________

malnutrition  ___________________________________________________

S — Water and Food Programs  
around the World

Kids for Kids lends 
six goats to family

Effect/Cause:  
keep offspring

Effect/Cause: 

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

Effect: 

_____________________

_____________________

_____________________

Effect:  
can sell surplus and 
____________________

____________________

Effect/Cause:  
milk for families

Effect:  
____________________

____________________

____________________

 Name: 	

Cause and Effect
Reproducible 
Worksheet 6
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S — Inventions and Discoveries  
That Changed the World

Cause and Effect
1. Fill in the missing causes and effects. (page 7)

2. Fill in the missing causes and effects. (page 10)

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: Who designed the World Wide Web? (page 20) 

__________________________________________________________________
2. Work out the Answer: What does “This made the world seem  
smaller” mean? (page 18)

__________________________________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: Which of these inventions is most essential in 
your life? Give reasons.

__________________________________________________________________

Cause: 
Cars became 
more affordable

Effect/Cause:

______________________

______________________

Effect/Cause:

______________________

______________________

______________________

______________________Effect:

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Effects/Causes:

• could get food from 
other countries

•  ____________________

______________________

Effects: 

•  ____________________

______________________

•  ____________________

Causes: 
• refrigerated trucks

•  ____________________

Name: 	

Cause and Effect
Reproducible 
Worksheet 7
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More Causes and Effects
1. Fill in the missing causes and effects. (page 13)

2. Fill in the missing effects. (page 16)

3. Circle the signal words that show an effect will follow.

therefore      so      consequently      because

Vocabulary
Auto is a Greek prefix meaning self. Explain these words.

autopilot   _____________________________________________________

autograph   _____________________________________________________

automatic   _____________________________________________________

automobile   _____________________________________________________

S — Inventions and Discoveries  
That Changed the World

Cause: 
penicillin stops bacterium 
forming cell wall

Cause: You turn a TV on 
with a click of a button.

Effects: 

•  _________________________________________________________________________

•  _________________________________________________________________________

•  _________________________________________________________________________

Effect: 

_______________________________

_______________________________

Effect/Cause: 

_______________________________

_______________________________

 Name: 	

Cause and Effect
Reproducible 
Worksheet 8
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Natural Disasters 
Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers 
Find in the Text: Why was so much aid needed in the Indian Ocean tsunami? 
(page 10) Because over 220,000 people died and millions lost their homes. Work 
out the Answer: Why did the levees break? (page 13) The combination of strong 
winds, heavy rain, and huge storm surge proved too much for levees. Judge for 
Yourself: What problems could arise from having prisoners fight the Californian 
wildfires? Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 1:  
1. Cause: roads damaged; Effect/Cause: hard for rescuers to reach area; Effect: 
helicopters bring in aid, take out injured 2. Cause: rain and flooding; Effect/
Cause: levees broke; Effects: most flooded; floodwaters stayed for weeks  
3. Problems: damage done; shortages of food, water; disease. Solutions: aid 
workers provide food, water, clean toilets. Questions and Answers 1. 3,000  
2. Because of destruction and loss of life 3. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 2:  
1. Effect: death toll high, Causes: caught people by surprise; huge waves 
destroyed buildings and drowned people; children couldn’t swim; women 
waiting on shore 2. Cause: wildfires, Effects: 3,000 homes destroyed; 17 people 
died, many injured; 6,000 firefighters; 3,000 prisoners; one million evacuated; 
burned 770 square miles Vocabulary: affect, verb; effects, noun; floods, noun; 
floods, verb

The Invaders 

Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers 
Find in the Text: How is the spread of brown tree snakes from Guam being 
prevented? (pages 16–17) Snake detector dogs, snake traps at airports and 
wharves. Work out the Answer: What questions should researchers have asked 
before they imported cane toads? (pages 10–11) What do cane toads eat? Are 
the toads and pest beetles active at the same time? Judge for Yourself: What 
animals have become pests where you live? What damage do they cause? 
Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 3:  
1. Causes: Food: can store more fat in body; collect more food; survive cold 
winters; Habitat: can survive in disturbed habitats; Behavior: strip bark off trees 
2. Effect/Cause: preyed on native snails, Effect: many species extinct

Questions and Answers: 
1. for food; eat garden pests 2. because can live in variety of habitats, eat wide 
variety of food 3. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 4:  
1. Brush-tailed possums: Cause: possums arrived, Effects: ate native plants 
and animals; spread diseases 2. European starling: Cause: pick at fruit, grapes, 
peaches, apricots; compete with native birds for nesting hollows; foul buildings  
3. because, led to, caused, because of this

Vocabulary: stable, release, closed, native, problem, damages

Water and Food Programs Around the 
World 

Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers 
Find in the Text: Why did they call the Juba Valley project amani? (page 11) It 
means peace and it brought peace. Work out the Answer: Why is having to walk 
long distances each day a problem? (pages 2, 12) It takes up energy and time 
that should be spent doing other things such as schoolwork, looking after crops, 
and animals. Judge for Yourself: Which one of these projects would you work for 
as a volunteer? Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 5:  
Cause: poor rainfall, Effect/Cause: crops fail; Effect: shortage of food so people 
go hungry; Cause: enough rain, Effect/Cause: crops can grow; Effects: produce 
enough food for families; sell remaining food; Cause: price of available food 
rises, Effect/Cause: poor farmers unable to buy food at high prices; Effect: 
People are forced to go hungry.  Questions and Answers 1. high-energy food, 
easy to use 2. too heavy to carry 3. Answers vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 6:  
1. Left: Effect/Cause: keep offspring, Effect/Cause: family passes six offspring to 
another family, Effect: many families gain. Right: Effect/Cause: milk for families, 
Effect downward: gives families protein, minerals, vitamins; Effect upward: get 
income 2. Cause: because, due to. Effect: consequently, thus, as a result 

Vocabulary: failure to work properly; smells bad; unable to cope; abnormal in 
shape; lack of food, bad diet

Inventions and Discoveries That Changed 
the World 

Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers 
Find in the Text: How did penicillin change people’s lives? (page 14) Fewer 
people die from diseases caused by bacteria. Work out the Answer: What 
positive and negative effects can watching television have on people? (pages 
18–19) Answers will vary. Judge for Yourself:  What are the advantages and 
disadvantages of transporting food over long distances? Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 7:  
1. Causes: refrigerated rail cars, Effects/Causes: foods not in season, Effects: 
changed types of food; wider variety; 2. Effect/Cause: buy more cars, Effect/
Cause: more roads built, Effect: drive to more places; industry began to grow.  
Questions and Answers 1. Tim Berners-Lee 2. contact people far away more 
easily 3. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 8:  
1. Effect/Cause: new bacteria cannot form, Effect: stops infection spreading  
2. Effects: see something that happened fifty years ago; watch favorite sport; 
see what’s happening other side of world 3. therefore, so, consequently

Vocabulary: device to keep course; person’s own signature; working by itself; 
vehicle that moves by itself using an engine

Answer Key
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