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Introduction
Good readers use a range of skills and strategies to 
comprehend a text . Examples of ways readers exhibit these 
skills and strategies include the following:

•  “They actively focus on and engage with the text 
they are reading. 

•  They make predictions about upcoming text, 
and they note whether their predictions and 
expectations about the content are met. 

•  They draw on prior knowledge to develop and 
clarify new understandings.

•  They figure out the meaning of unfamiliar 
knowledge using context clues.

•  When reading a challenging text, they underline 
and reread, make notes, and paraphrase to 
remember important points. 

•  They think about how ideas encountered in the 
text might be used in the future.

•  Effective comprehension development occurs 
when students interact with the text. They 
extract meaning by connecting their present 
knowledge to their new knowledge.” (Dewsbury, 
Hyland, & Kovalevs, 2013, p. 4)

Each book in the Spotlight on Comprehension Skill 
Sets has been written specifically to practice a targeted 
comprehension skill . The program is aligned to the best 
practices found in both the Common Core State Standards 
for English Language Arts and individual state-specific 
reading and language arts standards . It also complies with 
the research put forth by the National Reading Panel . 

Best Practices 
for Reading 
Comprehension 
Instruction
Aligned to the Standards
The Spotlight on Comprehension Skill Sets are leveled texts 
that address the recommendations of the Common Core 
State Standards, the state-specific Common Core standards, 
and individual state standards for reading and language 
arts . 

One key criterion of the Common Core State Standards 
is comprehension and close reading of literature and 
informational texts . According to the “Revised Publishers’ 
Criteria for the Common Core State Standards in English 
Language Arts and Literacy,” reading strategies help 
students gain information and understanding from the text . 
The instruction of reading strategies needs to be an integral 
part of the act of reading, while always focusing on the 
specific text under study . (Coleman & Pimentel, 2012, p . 9) 
The direct instruction of reading comprehension strategies 
and skills enables students to do the work required by the 
Common Core State Standards . (Calkins, Ehrenworth, & 
Lehman, 2012, p . 29) 

The Skill Sets provide educators with explicit instruction of 
the comprehension skill for every title . “Each student book 
has been designed so that at least one example of the focus 
comprehension skill is included on each double-page spread 
of the book . This gives students multiple opportunities to 
apply the skill as they focus on the text at hand .” (Dewsbury 
et al ., 2013, p . 6) 

To find specific correlations for each Skill Set to  
state-specific and Common Core State Standards, visit 
www .sundancepub .com .
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National Reading Panel 
Research
“Comprehension can be improved by teaching students to 
use specific cognitive strategies or to reason strategically 
when they encounter barriers to understanding what they 
are reading . Readers acquire these strategies informally 
to some extent, but explicit or formal instruction in the 
application of comprehension strategies has been shown to 
be highly effective in enhancing understanding .” (National 
Reading Panel, 2000)

“The National Reading Panel’s findings identified that 
successful readers need to develop a toolbag of skills and 
strategies that they can draw on automatically to extract 
meaning from a text . These skills and strategies are not 
gained by osmosis; they have to be explicitly taught . 
Students need multiple opportunities to practice and apply 
their comprehension skills in a variety of settings .

Using an explicit teaching model is an effective way of 
developing the comprehension skills and strategies of 
students . Explicit teaching of comprehension benefits all 
readers . Not only does it enable children to extract the most 
from a text, it also helps them become reflective readers 
who are able to monitor, assess, and improve their own 
comprehension .” (Dewsbury et al ., 2013, p . 4) 

Teach Comprehension 
Skills
Since each student book has been written specifically to 
practice the focus comprehension skill, students continually 
apply the skill as they read, developing their understanding 
of the skill and its purpose . With time, students recognize 
how the skill allows them to extract meaning from a text .

Use the guiding notes on each student book’s inside back 
cover to walk students through applying the skill to the 
text . Begin with modeling the skill for students and then 
guide them through how and when to use the skill . At the 
end of the lesson, use the Drawing Conclusions section of 
the guiding notes to ask students literal, inferential, and 
evaluative text-specific questions that assess students’ 
abilities to make meaning from the text . 

The two reproducible worksheets for every title provided 
in this Teacher Guide allow students to practice the 
comprehension skill and their vocabulary skills . Students 
may complete these worksheets with peers or on their own . 
(Dewsbury et al ., 2013, p . 6)

From Me to You 
GRL Q 
Fiction

Sun Tales 
GRL S 
Fiction

Your Choice! 
GRL Q 
Fiction

Crying Wolf 
GRL R 
Fiction
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COMPARE AND CONTRAST
When introducing students to a comprehension skill, direct them to the definition of the skill at the beginning of the 
guiding notes on the inside back cover of every title . The definition helps students recognize why the skill is important 
and how it can be applied to their reading . Then use the following in-depth definition of the comprehension skill 
Compare and Contrast to aid your instruction of the skill and your assessment of students’ understanding of the skill .

“Comparing and contrasting the features, events, and other content of a text involves the identification of 
similarities and differences. As students mature, this skill can be extended to comparing and contrasting 
differences across texts or specific subject matter across a range of texts.

The ability to recognize words that signal comparisons and contrasts is very important . Some signal words and phrases 
are: different from, same as, like, alike, unlike, similar, both have, on the other hand, some, others, compared with, just 
the same, they both, neither . Familiarization with these words helps students recognize comparisons and contrasts . This 
increases students’ understanding .

The application of this skill is important throughout life, as it enables people to make decisions that are well-informed 
and choices that are based on sound reasoning rather than whim . From childhood onward, viewers and readers are 
bombarded with advertisements that need to be evaluated, and they constantly need to make comparisons between 
wide ranges of products . The intelligent reading of newspapers and magazines also involves readers in comparing, 
contrasting, and evaluating different reports of incidents and events .

Objectives
Students are able to:

• compare and contrast two items;

• recognize words that signal similarities and differences;

• classify similarities and differences;

• represent their findings by means of a graphic organizer; and 

•  compare and contrast items, using appropriate signal words, in their writing.” (Comprehension Skills  
Definitions)
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Name: 	

Compare and Contrast
Reproducible 
Worksheet 1

Q — From Me to You

Compare and Contrast
1. Fill in what Jasmine and Zara have in common. (page 2)

2. Study the maps on page 12 and fill in a similarity and a difference 
for the places where the friends live. 

Kuching Minnesota

Different _____________________ _____________________

Same ___________________________________________

Questions and Answers 
1. Find in the Text: Why is Minnesota called the “land of 10,000 lakes?” 
(page 4)

__________________________________________________________________

2. Work out the Answer: What was similar between the “open house” 
Zara experienced in Kuching and the family lunch at the cabin? (page 7)

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3. Judge for Yourself: How would you feel if your family moved to live in 
another country? Why?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

 •  ______________________________________________________________

 •  ______________________________________________________________

 •  ______________________________________________________________

 •  ______________________________________________________________

 •  ______________________________________________________________
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Compare and Contrast
Reproducible 
Worksheet 2 Name: 	

More Similarities and Differences
How did Zara and her parents and Zara’s family in Minnesota spend 
the summer? Complete the chart to compare their activities on pages  
6 and 7.

Zara’s extended family Zara and her parents S or D
What city? in Minnesota in Kuching
What kind of 
celebration 
or meal did 
they have?

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________
What food 
did they eat?

•  ______________________

•  ______________________

•  ______________________

•  ______________________

•  ______________________

•  ______________________
Who was 
there?

________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________
What did 
they both 
miss? ________________________

________________________

________________________

________________________

Vocabulary
Make the following simple sentences into compound or complex 
sentences using the best coordinating or subordinating conjunctions. 

1. Zara was running late. She had to hurry.

__________________________________________________________________

2. Jas played basketball. She scored four goals.

__________________________________________________________________

3. Dad set up a blog. He wanted their friends to read it.

__________________________________________________________________

Q — From Me to You
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Compare and Contrast 

1. How is vert skating different from street skating? (page 7)

2. Compare the trucks and wheels on the UFlip and TaleSlyDr. (page 9)

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the text: What three things are the same about the bags? 
(page 22)

__________________________________________________________________

2. Work out the Answer: Why do UFlip skateboard riders need the most 
skill? (page 7)

__________________________________________________________________

3. Judge for Yourself: Should street skating be banned? Give reasons. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Name: 	

Compare and Contrast
Reproducible 
Worksheet 3

Q — Your Choice!

Vert Skating Street Skating

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

_________________________  of the city. 

TaleSlyDr

•  ________________

__________________

UFlip

•  ________________

__________________

•  ________________

__________________

•  ________________

__________________

•  ________________

__________________

•  ________________

__________________

•  ________________

__________________

Both
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Compare and Contrast
Reproducible 
Worksheet 4 Name: 	

More Similarities and Differences
1. Fill in the chart about the magazines in “Happy Hobbydays” on  
pages 15 to 17. 

Hoarder IQ Ski Pass Models and More
Content

________________ ________________ ________________

Distribution
________________ ________________ ________________

Price
________________ ________________ ________________

Negatives

________________

•  ______________

•  ______________

•  ______________ ________________

Free Gifts

________________ ________________

•_______________

•_______________

Your rating 
out of 10 ________________ ________________ ________________

2. Which magazine did you rate best? Why?

__________________________________________________________________

3. What do you think is the most important difference between the three 
magazines?

__________________________________________________________________

4. How many items are the same in all three magazines? 

__________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary
Find the synonyms for these words on the following pages.

curved (page 7)                          costly (page 10)                          

examine (page 12)                          gathering (page 14)                          

well-known (page 16)                          issue (page 17)                          

Q  — Your Choice!
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R — Crying Wolf

Compare and Contrast 

1. Write the differences between the stories. 

Story Main Character Setting Jobs
The Shepherd Boy  

_______________

_______________

 

_______________

_______________

 

_______________

_______________
The Starship 
Apprentice

 

_______________

_______________

 

_______________

_______________

 

_______________

_______________
The Castaway on 
the Island

 

_______________

_______________

 

_______________

_______________

 

_______________

_______________
The Listener  

_______________

_______________

 

_______________

_______________

 

_______________

_______________

2. Similarities of characters:  

3. The moral of these stories is  

Questions and Answers 
1. Find in the Text: Why did Ella think Aspa daTeka got the job Ella 
wanted? (page 10)

__________________________________________________________________

2. Work out the Answer: In what way are The Listener and The Starship 
Apprentice both different from the other stories?

__________________________________________________________________

3. Judge for Yourself: Which consequence do you think was the most 
serious. Give reasons. 

__________________________________________________________________

Name: 	

Compare and Contrast
Reproducible 
Worksheet 5
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More Similarities and Differences
Write the differences. 

Story What the character 
did

First reaction  
of others

Consequences  
of actions

The Shepherd Boy  

_______________

_______________

 

_______________

_______________

 

_______________

_______________

The Starship 
Apprentice

 

_______________

_______________

 

_______________

_______________

 

_______________

_______________

The Castaway on 
the Island

 

_______________

_______________

 

_______________

_______________

 

_______________

_______________

The Listener  

_______________

_______________

 

_______________

_______________

 

_______________

_______________

Vocabulary
Write two sentences for each word to show different meanings for each. 

mind (page 2)  

 

mind (in “nevermind” page 24)  

 

alarm (page 2)  

 

alarm (page 11)  

 

R — Crying Wolf Compare and Contrast
Reproducible 
Worksheet 6 Name: 	
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S — Sun Tales

Compare and Contrast
1. Write the similarities about the myths. Then write the differences in 
how the sun was made, and night and day came about. 

Questions and Answers 
1. Find in the Text: How did the good spirit decide to make night and 
day? (page 5)

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. Work out the Answer: Why is it important to have night as well as day?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3. Judge for Yourself: Why do you think people made up myths about 
the sun and other physical features of the world? Give reasons.

_________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________

 
Gnowee and the Sun Torch

How the Sun Was Made

•  ________________

__________________

•  ________________

__________________

•  ________________

__________________

•  ________________

__________________

•  ________________

__________________

•  ________________

__________________

•  ________________

__________________

•  ________________

__________________

•  ________________

__________________

•  ________________

__________________

•  ________________

__________________

Both

Name: 	

Compare and Contrast
Reproducible 
Worksheet 7
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More Similarities and Differences
Write four similarities and two differences between these myths.

Vocabulary
Write definitions to show the difference.

legend  __________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

myth  ___________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

fable  ___________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

S — Sun Tales

Crow Brings Daylight Raven Steals Sun

Same

 •  ________________________________

 •  ________________________________

 •  ________________________________

 •  ________________________________

Different

Raven Steals Sun

 Reason: (page 14)

  ___________________________

  ___________________________
 End Result: (page 18)

  ___________________________

  ___________________________

Crow Brings Daylight

 Reason: (page 8)

  ___________________________

  ___________________________
 End Result: (page 12)

  ___________________________

  ___________________________

Compare and Contrast
Reproducible 
Worksheet 8 Name: 	
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From Me to You 
Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers 
Find in the Text: What is the climate like near the equator? (page 10) Hot and 
humid – tropical. Work out the Answer: Why is it lucky that the water drains 
away so quickly? (page 14) Otherwise it would flood the city more and for 
longer. Judge for Yourself: What do you think would be the best thing about 
living in Kuching? Why? Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 1:  
1. Best friends for a long time; both play basketball; families spend vacations 
together; will keep in touch by sending letters and e-mails 2. Maps: Different: 
Kuching is on an island. Similar: Both are north of the equator. Questions and 
Answers 1. The area has many lakes. 2. The extended family of grandparents, 
uncles, and aunts and cousins ate together. 3. Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 2:  
Minnesota/Kuching/D; lunch/open house/D; sausages, burgers, potato salad, 
apple pie/spicy Malaysian food, chicken curry, stir-fry vegetables/D; extended 
family/Zara and parents, friends, and family/D; each other/each other/S

Vocabulary: 1. Zara was running late so she had to hurry. 2. Jas played 
basketball and she scored four goals. 3. Dad set up a blog because he wanted 
their friends to read it.

Your Choice! 
Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers 
Find in the Text: Which magazine is rated best value for money? How do you 
know? (page 17) Models and More, *rating. Work out the Answer: Which annual 
subscription is the cheapest? (pages 15–17) Models and More 4 x $11.95 = 
$47.80. Judge for Yourself: Which rating system do you prefer – star ratings or 
written comparisons? Why? Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 3:  
1. Vert: use ramps, other structures specially designed for skateboarding; 
Street: skate on streets, sidewalks, handrails, other parts of city. 2. Both: wheels 
polyurethane; UFlip: 45 mm wheel; loose angle, 55 degrees; TaleSlyDr: 52 mm 
wheel; medium angle, 45 degrees. Questions and Answers 1. padded shoulder 
straps, cell-phone holder, drink-bottle holder 2. Difficult for beginners; designed 
for vert skaters and for performing tricks 3. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 4:  
1. for collectors/snow and water skiing/for model-makers; monthly/monthly/
quarterly; $3.95/$14.95/$11.95; doesn’t always cover interests/expensive, more 
pictures than articles, confusing to read/expensive; none/lip balm/CD-ROM, 
basic pieces for building; answers will vary. 2 and 3. Answers will vary. 4. none

Vocabulary: concave, expensive, consider, collecting, famous, edition

Crying Wolf 
Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers 
Find in the Text: What did the miller think when the boy didn’t come home one 
night? (page 7) He thought he was sulking. Work out the Answer: What is the 
greatest difference between The Listener and the other three stories? Events 
took place over several years. Judge for Yourself: Which character do you find 
least likeable? Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 5:  
1. shepherd boy/village/minding sheep; apprentice on spaceship/Starship 
Amazon/checking troughs; boy on holiday/uninhabited island/ searching horizon 
for ship to rescue them; girl in space colony/space colony in future/monitoring 
broadcasts from space 2. All bored; told lies 3. No one believes liars when they 
finally tell truth. Questions and Answers 1. Captain’s daughter 2. Both set in 
space/on spaceships 3. Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 6  
1. Shepherd Boy: called out wolf/stormed up hill with sticks, pitchforks/wolf 
scattered sheep; Starship Apprentice: slammed alarm/technicians examined 
system/plants almost died; The Castaway: called out there was ship/Josh ignited 
flare/missed chance to be rescued; The Listener: must prepare for visitors/crops 
sown, dwellings built/missed contact with Earth.

Vocabulary: Answers will vary.

Sun Tales 
Inside Back Cover: Questions and Answers  
Find in the Text: Why didn’t the Inuit people get the light for themselves? (page 
8) They couldn’t travel that far. Work out the Answer: What are two similarities 
that relate to all four stories? All myths, all relate to Earth getting light. Judge 
for Yourself: How do you feel about the way Raven got the light? Give reasons. 
Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 7:  
1. How Sun Was Made: Brolga threw egg in sky; spirits let fire burn down 
each night; piled wood high at night; morning star announced when new fire 
lit; Both: Australian Aboriginal myths; no light; brought light; had day, night; 
Gnowee and Sun Torch: Gnowee climbed mountains looking for son; bark torch 
for light; searched one side of Earth, then other.  Questions and Answers 1. let 
fire burn down, build it up again each morning 2. and 3. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 8: Similar: kind of birds; felt exhausted; stole from 
humans; found light in cabin, in box; was tired/needed rest; Different: Crow: 
Reason: Inuits couldn’t travel far; End Result: ball shattered, light for only half 
year; Raven: Reason; angry because bumped into things; End Result: flung ball 
into sky, brought sun

Vocabulary: legend: traditional story; myth: story of creation, nature; fable: 
moral animal story

Answer Key
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