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Introduction
Good readers use a range of skills and strategies to 
comprehend a text . Examples of ways readers exhibit these 
skills and strategies include the following:

•  “They actively focus on and engage with the text 
they are reading. 

•  They make predictions about upcoming text, 
and they note whether their predictions and 
expectations about the content are met. 

•  They draw on prior knowledge to develop and 
clarify new understandings.

•  They figure out the meaning of unfamiliar 
knowledge using context clues.

•  When reading a challenging text, they underline 
and reread, make notes, and paraphrase to 
remember important points. 

•  They think about how ideas encountered in the 
text might be used in the future.

•  Effective comprehension development occurs 
when students interact with the text. They 
extract meaning by connecting their present 
knowledge to their new knowledge.” (Dewsbury, 
Hyland, & Kovalevs, 2013, p. 4)

Each book in the Spotlight on Comprehension Skill 
Sets has been written specifically to practice a targeted 
comprehension skill . The program is aligned to the best 
practices found in both the Common Core State Standards 
for English Language Arts and individual state-specific 
reading and language arts standards . It also complies with 
the research put forth by the National Reading Panel . 

Best Practices 
for Reading 
Comprehension 
Instruction
Aligned to the Standards
The Spotlight on Comprehension Skill Sets are leveled texts 
that address the recommendations of the Common Core 
State Standards, the state-specific Common Core standards, 
and individual state standards for reading and language 
arts . 

One key criterion of the Common Core State Standards 
is comprehension and close reading of literature and 
informational texts . According to the “Revised Publishers’ 
Criteria for the Common Core State Standards in English 
Language Arts and Literacy,” reading strategies help 
students gain information and understanding from the text . 
The instruction of reading strategies needs to be an integral 
part of the act of reading, while always focusing on the 
specific text under study . (Coleman & Pimentel, 2012, p . 9) 
The direct instruction of reading comprehension strategies 
and skills enables students to do the work required by the 
Common Core State Standards . (Calkins, Ehrenworth, & 
Lehman, 2012, p . 29) 

The Skill Sets provide educators with explicit instruction of 
the comprehension skill for every title . “Each student book 
has been designed so that at least one example of the focus 
comprehension skill is included on each double-page spread 
of the book . This gives students multiple opportunities to 
apply the skill as they focus on the text at hand .” (Dewsbury 
et al ., 2013, p . 6) 

To find specific correlations for each Skill Set to  
state-specific and Common Core State Standards, visit 
www .sundancepub .com .
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National Reading Panel 
Research
“Comprehension can be improved by teaching students to 
use specific cognitive strategies or to reason strategically 
when they encounter barriers to understanding what they 
are reading . Readers acquire these strategies informally 
to some extent, but explicit or formal instruction in the 
application of comprehension strategies has been shown to 
be highly effective in enhancing understanding .” (National 
Reading Panel, 2000)

“The National Reading Panel’s findings identified that 
successful readers need to develop a toolbag of skills and 
strategies that they can draw on automatically to extract 
meaning from a text . These skills and strategies are not 
gained by osmosis; they have to be explicitly taught . 
Students need multiple opportunities to practice and apply 
their comprehension skills in a variety of settings .

Using an explicit teaching model is an effective way of 
developing the comprehension skills and strategies of 
students . Explicit teaching of comprehension benefits all 
readers . Not only does it enable children to extract the most 
from a text, it also helps them become reflective readers 
who are able to monitor, assess, and improve their own 
comprehension .” (Dewsbury et al ., 2013, p . 4) 

Teach Comprehension 
Skills
Since each student book has been written specifically to 
practice the focus comprehension skill, students continually 
apply the skill as they read, developing their understanding 
of the skill and its purpose . With time, students recognize 
how the skill allows them to extract meaning from a text .

Use the guiding notes on each student book’s inside back 
cover to walk students through applying the skill to the 
text . Begin with modeling the skill for students and then 
guide them through how and when to use the skill . At the 
end of the lesson, use the Drawing Conclusions section of 
the guiding notes to ask students literal, inferential, and 
evaluative text-specific questions that assess students’ 
abilities to make meaning from the text . 

The two reproducible worksheets for every title provided 
in this Teacher Guide allow students to practice the 
comprehension skill and their vocabulary skills . Students 
may complete these worksheets with peers or on their own . 
(Dewsbury et al ., 2013, p . 6)

Toads and Frogs 
GRL J 
Nonfiction

Hummingbirds of North 
America 
GRL M 
Nonfiction

Crocodiles and Alligators 
GRL K 
Nonfiction

What Lives in a Burrow? 
GRL L 
Nonfiction
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COMPARE AND CONTRAST
When introducing students to a comprehension skill, direct them to the definition of the skill at the beginning of the 
guiding notes on the inside back cover of every title . The definition helps students recognize why the skill is important 
and how it can be applied to their reading . Then use the following in-depth definition of the comprehension skill 
Compare and Contrast to aid your instruction of the skill and your assessment of students’ understanding of the skill .

“Comparing and contrasting the features, events, and other content of a text involves the identification of 
similarities and differences. As students mature, this skill can be extended to comparing and contrasting 
differences across texts or specific subject matter across a range of texts.

The ability to recognize words that signal comparisons and contrasts is very important . Some signal words and phrases 
are: different from, same as, like, alike, unlike, similar, both have, on the other hand, some, others, compared with, just 
the same, they both, neither . Familiarization with these words helps students recognize comparisons and contrasts . This 
increases students’ understanding .

The application of this skill is important throughout life, as it enables people to make decisions that are well-informed 
and choices that are based on sound reasoning rather than whim . From childhood onward, viewers and readers are 
bombarded with advertisements that need to be evaluated, and they constantly need to make comparisons between 
wide ranges of products . The intelligent reading of newspapers and magazines also involves readers in comparing, 
contrasting, and evaluating different reports of incidents and events .

Objectives
Students are able to:

• compare and contrast two items;

• recognize words that signal similarities and differences;

• classify similarities and differences;

• represent their findings by means of a graphic organizer; and 

•  compare and contrast items, using appropriate signal words, in their writing.”  
(Comprehension Skills Definitions)
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Spotlight on Comprehension  Sundance Publishing

Name: ____________________

J — Toads and Frogs

Compare and Contrast
Fill in three things that are the same and three things  
that are different about toads and frogs. (pages 2–5)

Questions and Answers 
1. Find in the Text: Why don’t toads jump as much  
as frogs? (pages 4–5)  ___________________________
______________________________________________
2. Work out the Answer: Why do toads and frogs  
swallow their food whole? (pages 8–9)  _____________
______________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: What do you think is the most  
interesting fact about toads and frogs?  _____________
______________________________________________

Toads

•  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

•  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

•  ________________

  ________________

Both

•  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

•  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

•  ________________

  ________________

Frogs

•  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

•  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

•  ________________

  ________________

Compare and Contrast  
Reproducible Worksheet 1
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Spotlight on Comprehension  Sundance Publishing

Name: ____________________

J — Toads and Frogs

 

More Differences 
Write five differences between cane toads  
and goliath frogs. (pages 18–21)

• ________________________
__________________________
• ________________________
__________________________
• ________________________
__________________________
• ________________________
__________________________
• ________________________
__________________________

Vocabulary
1. Find the words that match the definitions.
opposite of wet (pages 4–5) 

nuisances (pages 18–19)

animals with six legs (pages 6–7) 

active at night (pages 10–11)

2. Which pair of words is the odd one out?

up…down right…left yes…no tree…leaf

Compare and Contrast  
Reproducible Worksheet 2
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Spotlight on Comprehension  Sundance Publishing

Name: ____________________

K — Crocodiles and Alligators

Compare and Contrast
Fill in what is the same (S) and what is different (D).

Crocodiles Alligators S or D

eggs
(pages 2–3) • lay eggs • lay eggs S

skin
(pages 2–3) • •

reptiles
(pages 2–3) • yes •

where they live
(pages 4–5)

• • 
 

length
(pages 6–7) • •

weight
(pages 6–7) • •

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: Why do mother crocodiles and  
alligators stay with their eggs? (page 16) ____________
______________________________________________
2. Work out the Answer: Could you be in danger from  
a crocodile? (pages 20–21) _______________________
______________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: Should people be allowed to hunt 
alligators and crocodiles?  _________________________
______________________________________________

Compare and Contrast  
Reproducible Worksheet 3
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Spotlight on Comprehension  Sundance Publishing

Name: ____________________

K — Crocodiles and Alligators

More Similarities and Differences 
Find four similarities and four differences. (pages 10–15)

Vocabulary
Write a word with:

one syllable 

two syllables

three syllables

four syllables

Crocodiles

•  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

•  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

•  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

•  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

Both

•  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

•  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

•  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

•  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

Alligators

•  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

•  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

•  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

•  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

Compare and Contrast  
Reproducible Worksheet 4



10 Permission is given to teachers to reproduce this page for classroom use.
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Name: ____________________

L — What Lives in a Burrow?

Compare and Contrast
Fill in what is the same (S) and what is different (D). 

Prairie dogs Trapdoor spiders S or D

live in burrows 
(pages 2–3) • yes • yes

feed their young
(pages 4–5) • yes •

number of legs
(pages 4–5) • •

where they live
(pages 6–7) • • in warm places

what they 
mostly eat  
(pages 16–17)

• • insects

Questions and Answers 
1. Find in the Text: Why do prairie dogs make mounds 
outside their burrows? (pages 14–15)  ______________
______________________________________________
2. Work out the Answer: How do the mounds help  
prairie dogs look out for predators? (pages 14–15) ____
______________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: Why might some people think that 
prairie dogs are pests? ___________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Compare and Contrast  
Reproducible Worksheet 5
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Spotlight on Comprehension  Sundance Publishing

Name: ____________________

L — What Lives in a Burrow?

More Differences 
1. Fill in the information about prairie dogs’ burrows  
and trapdoor spiders’ burrows.
can have 70 entrances single tunnel  live there alone  
tunnels with chambers thousands live there has one door

Prairie Dogs Trapdoor Spiders

• •

• •

• •

2. What do you think is the greatest difference between 
the tunnels?  ___________________________________
______________________________________________

Vocabulary 
Homophones are words that sound the same,  
but have different spellings and different meanings.  
Write the homophones for these words.

for (pages 4–5) _______________  there (pages 10–11) _______________
pray (pages 14–15) ___________  two (pages 18–19) ________________

Compare and Contrast  
Reproducible Worksheet 6
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Spotlight on Comprehension  Sundance Publishing

Name: ____________________

M — Hummingbirds of North  
America

Compare and Contrast  
Reproducible Worksheet 7

Compare and Contrast
Fill in what is the same (S) and what is different (D). 

Ruby-Throated  
Hummingbirds

Anna’s  
Hummingbirds S or D

size (page 8) • small; 3 inches  
(8 cm) long

• larger; 4 inches 
(10 cm) long

where they live 
(page 10)

• east of Mississippi 
River in North America

•

winter travel  
(pages 12–13)

• migrate to warm 
places

•

bills (page 17) • •

tongues (page 17) • •

what they eat
(page 18)

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Questions and Answers 
Find in the Text: How do hummingbirds move their  
wings? (page 4) ________________________________
______________________________________________
Work out the Answer: Why do the nests of hummingbirds 
have soft linings? (pages 20–21)? __________________
______________________________________________
Judge for Yourself: Do you think it would be better for  
all birds if they could fly in different directions like the  
hummingbird? Why? _____________________________
______________________________________________
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Spotlight on Comprehension  Sundance Publishing

Name: ____________________

M — Hummingbirds of North  
America

More Similarities and Differences 
Fill in the missing information.

Male Ruby-Throated 
Hummingbirds

•

Both

•

Female Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds

•

Male Anna’s  
Hummingbirds

•

Both

•

 Female Anna’s  
 Hummingbirds
•

Vocabulary 
Remember antonyms are words of opposite meanings.
1. Find two pairs of antonyms on page 4.

____________________________   ________________________________

____________________________    ________________________________

2. Find two pairs of antonyms on page 10.

____________________________   ________________________________

____________________________    ________________________________

3. Find the antonyms of these words in the text.

slow (page 2) ________________  slower (page 6) ___________________

big (page 8) _________________  smaller (page 8) ___________________

cool (page 10) _______________  short (page 17) ___________________

Compare and Contrast  
Reproducible Worksheet 8
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Frogs and Toads
Inside Back Cover: Drawing Conclusions  
Literal Question: Which frogs are the biggest in the world? (pp 20–21) Goliath 
frogs. Inferential Question: How would puffing up help frighten predators? (pp 
16–17) They would look more threatening. Evaluative Question: If you had a 
goliath frog for a pet, what would be your biggest problem? Why? Answers will 
vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 1: Compare and Contrast 
Toads: short and fat; legs shorter so do not jump much; have dry, warty skin; 
Both: frog family; cold blood; live in water and on land; amphibians; live in hot 
and cold places; Frogs: longer and thinner toads; legs longer so jump farther; 
have smooth, damp skin

Questions and Answers: 
1. (pp 4–5) Toads’ back legs are short. 2. (pp 8–9) They don’t have teeth or teeth 
are too small to chew food. 3. Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 2: More Differences 
Different: (pp 18–21) Cane toads: from South America, 6 inches long, weigh 4.5 
pounds, pests, no predators, endanger other animals; Goliath frogs: live in West 
Africa, biggest frogs on Earth, can be 12 inches long, weigh 6.5 pounds, not 
pests, are an endangered species

Vocabulary: 1. dry, pests, insects, nocturnal 2. tree – leaf (it is not opposite but 
part of)

Crocodiles and Alligators
Inside Back Cover: Drawing Conclusions  
Literal Question: What are the biggest reptiles on Earth? (pp 2–3) Crocodiles 
and alligators. Inferential Question: Why would you not find alligators in the 
ocean? (pp 4–5) Because alligators live only in fresh water. Evaluative Question: 
What is the most frightening thing about alligators and crocodiles? Answers will 
vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 3: Compare and Contrast 
(pp 2–3) skin / scaly / scaly / S; (pp 2–3) reptiles / yes / yes / S; (pp 4–5) where 
they live / Australia, Asia, Africa / United States / D; (pp 6–7) length / up to 
19.5 feet / up to 13 feet / D; (pp 6–7) weight / up to 1,100 pounds / up to 600 
pounds / D

Questions and Answers: 
1. (p 16) Other animals try to eat the eggs. 2. (pp 12–13) Yes, because crocodiles 
can eat animals as big as a cow. 3. Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 4: More Similarities and Differences 
Crocodiles: lighter scales; V-shaped head; eat animals big as cow; make nests in 
mud and sand; Both: long tails, strong jaws; sharp teeth; eyes on top of head; 
eat a lot of meat and fish; carnivores; lay eggs in nests; Alligators: darker scales; 
U-shaped head; eat smaller animals such as turtles; make nests in leaves and 
branches 

Vocabulary: One syllable: and, are, etc.; Two: sca-ly, big-gest, Three: croc-o-
diles, rel-a-tives, an-i-mals, dif-fer-ent; Four: al-li-ga-tors

What Lives in a Burrow?
Inside Back Cover: Drawing Conclusions  
Literal Question: How many legs does a spider have? (pp 4–5) Eight. Inferential 
Question: Why do these animals sleep in their burrows? (pp 10–11) For safety. 
Evaluative Question: Which of the predators of these animals are the scariest? 
Why? Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 5: Compare and Contrast 
(pp 2–3) S; (pp 4–5) feed their young / yes / no / D; (pp 4–5) legs / four /  
eight / D; (pp 6–7) where they live / in dry, grassy places/ in warm places / D; 
(pp 16–17) what they mostly eat / grass / insects / D

Questions and Answers: 
1. (pp 14–15) To watch for danger. 2. (pp 14–15) Prairie dogs can stand on 
higher ground and so see farther. 3. Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 6: More Differences 
Prairie Dogs: can have 70 entrances; tunnels with chambers; thousands live 
there; Trapdoor Spiders: single tunnel; has one door; live there alone

Vocabulary: Homophones: for – four, there – their, pray – prey, two – too

Hummingbirds of North America
Inside Back Cover: Drawing Conclusions  
Literal Question: When do ruby-throated hummingbirds fly back north? (p 12) 
Spring. Inferential Question: Why do hummingbirds use a lot of energy when 
they fly? (pp 6-7 and 16–17) Something to the effect flapping their wings so 
fast takes a lot of energy. Evaluative Question: Do you think hummingbirds 
would be in danger from other creatures? If so, which creatures? Answers will 
vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 7: Compare and Contrast 
page 8: D; page 10: West coast of North America; D; pages 12-13 do not 
migrate D; page 17 (bills of both) long; thin; horn-like; feed from flowers; S 
page 17 (tongues of both) long; thin; reach nectar inside flowers; S; page 18 
(what both eat) nectar, insects, spiders, sap; S

Questions and Answers: 
1. In a circle 2. to protect chicks 3. Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 8: More Similarities and Differences 
Male ruby-throated hummingbirds: bright red throats; both: green backs; 
female ruby-throated hummingbirds: white throats; Male Anna’s hummingbirds: 
bright red patch that covers head and throat; both: green back; female Anna’s 
hummingbirds: sometimes few red feathers on throat

Vocabulary: 1. forward, backward; up, down; 2. north, south; east, west 3. slow, 
fast; slower, faster; big, small, smaller, bigger; cool, warm; short, long

Answer Key
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