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Introduction
Good readers use a range of skills and strategies to 
comprehend a text . Examples of ways readers exhibit these 
skills and strategies include the following:

•  “They actively focus on and engage with the text 
they are reading. 

•  They make predictions about upcoming text, 
and they note whether their predictions and 
expectations about the content are met. 

•  They draw on prior knowledge to develop and 
clarify new understandings.

•  They figure out the meaning of unfamiliar 
knowledge using context clues.

•  When reading a challenging text, they underline 
and reread, make notes, and paraphrase to 
remember important points. 

•  They think about how ideas encountered in the 
text might be used in the future.

•  Effective comprehension development occurs 
when students interact with the text. They 
extract meaning by connecting their present 
knowledge to their new knowledge.” (Dewsbury, 
Hyland, & Kovalevs, 2013, p. 4)

Each book in the Spotlight on Comprehension Skill 
Sets has been written specifically to practice a targeted 
comprehension skill . The program is aligned to the best 
practices found in both the Common Core State Standards 
for English Language Arts and individual state-specific 
reading and language arts standards . It also complies with 
the research put forth by the National Reading Panel . 

Best Practices 
for Reading 
Comprehension 
Instruction
Aligned to the Standards
The Spotlight on Comprehension Skill Sets are leveled texts 
that address the recommendations of the Common Core 
State Standards, the state-specific Common Core standards, 
and individual state standards for reading and language 
arts . 

One key criterion of the Common Core State Standards 
is comprehension and close reading of literature and 
informational texts . According to the “Revised Publishers’ 
Criteria for the Common Core State Standards in English 
Language Arts and Literacy,” reading strategies help 
students gain information and understanding from the text . 
The instruction of reading strategies needs to be an integral 
part of the act of reading, while always focusing on the 
specific text under study . (Coleman & Pimentel, 2012, p . 9) 
The direct instruction of reading comprehension strategies 
and skills enables students to do the work required by the 
Common Core State Standards . (Calkins, Ehrenworth, & 
Lehman, 2012, p . 29) 

The Skill Sets provide educators with explicit instruction of 
the comprehension skill for every title . “Each student book 
has been designed so that at least one example of the focus 
comprehension skill is included on each double-page spread 
of the book . This gives students multiple opportunities to 
apply the skill as they focus on the text at hand .” (Dewsbury 
et al ., 2013, p . 6) 

To find specific correlations for each Skill Set to  
state-specific and Common Core State Standards, visit 
www .sundancepub .com .
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National Reading Panel 
Research
“Comprehension can be improved by teaching students to 
use specific cognitive strategies or to reason strategically 
when they encounter barriers to understanding what they 
are reading . Readers acquire these strategies informally 
to some extent, but explicit or formal instruction in the 
application of comprehension strategies has been shown to 
be highly effective in enhancing understanding .” (National 
Reading Panel, 2000)

“The National Reading Panel’s findings identified that 
successful readers need to develop a toolbag of skills and 
strategies that they can draw on automatically to extract 
meaning from a text . These skills and strategies are not 
gained by osmosis; they have to be explicitly taught . 
Students need multiple opportunities to practice and apply 
their comprehension skills in a variety of settings .

Using an explicit teaching model is an effective way of 
developing the comprehension skills and strategies of 
students . Explicit teaching of comprehension benefits all 
readers . Not only does it enable children to extract the most 
from a text, it also helps them become reflective readers 
who are able to monitor, assess, and improve their own 
comprehension .” (Dewsbury et al ., 2013, p . 4) 

Teach Comprehension 
Skills
Since each student book has been written specifically to 
practice the focus comprehension skill, students continually 
apply the skill as they read, developing their understanding 
of the skill and its purpose . With time, students recognize 
how the skill allows them to extract meaning from a text .

Use the guiding notes on each student book’s inside back 
cover to walk students through applying the skill to the 
text . Begin with modeling the skill for students and then 
guide them through how and when to use the skill . At the 
end of the lesson, use the Drawing Conclusions section of 
the guiding notes to ask students literal, inferential, and 
evaluative text-specific questions that assess students’ 
abilities to make meaning from the text . 

The two reproducible worksheets for every title provided 
in this Teacher Guide allow students to practice the 
comprehension skill and their vocabulary skills . Students 
may complete these worksheets with peers or on their own . 
(Dewsbury et al ., 2013, p . 6)

The Perfect Pie 
GRL J 
Fiction

The Jungle Story 
GRL M 
Fiction

The Honey Bird and the 
Badger 
GRL K 
Fiction

Rhino’s Bad Manners 
GRL L 
Fiction
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MAIN IDEA
When introducing students to a comprehension skill, direct them to the definition of the skill at the beginning of the 
guiding notes on the inside back cover of every title . The definition helps students recognize why the skill is important 
and how it can be applied to their reading . Then use the following in-depth definition of the comprehension skill Main 
Idea to aid your instruction of the skill and your assessment of students’ understanding of the skill .

“The ability to extract the main idea, first of each paragraph of a text, and then of a whole text, underlies 
comprehension. In this series, the main ideas of each paragraph are stated either at the beginning or the end 
of every paragraph, as topic sentences. This helps students identify significant ideas and/or events rather than 
focusing on detail that may sidetrack them. The main ideas of whole texts are clearly stated at the beginning or 
end of each text, as they are in academic papers.

Once students have become proficient in identifying the main ideas of a text, they are able to summarize the text 
by reproducing them in order . This is one of the reasons why learning to exercise this skill greatly enhances their 
comprehension, as they have a clear grasp of the important aspects of the text . 

A very useful side effect of the specific teaching of main idea is that students are able to internalize an effective 
framework for their writing . If they first think of what they are going to write about and then list the important items, 
events, or ideas that support their topic, their writing will be well structured . The ability to reproduce this framework will 
be an asset to them throughout their years of education .

Students find that the graphic organizers used to represent the main ideas of a text are simple but powerful .  
Graphic organizers provide strong visual images of what has been read and introduce or reinforce an alternative  
means of learning .

Objectives
Students are able to:

•  identify the main idea of a text or paragraph;

•  separate main ideas from details;

•  summarize a text using main ideas; 

•  list main ideas and details in graphic organizers; and

•  transfer their understanding of main ideas and details to organize their writing.” (Comprehension Skills 
Definitions)
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Main Idea
Fill in the missing main ideas.

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: What happened to the third pie? 
(pages 14–15)  _________________________________
______________________________________________
2. Work out the Answer: How did Dad know the third 
pie tasted good? (pages 14–15)  __________________
______________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: Why wasn’t Donald doing the 
cooking?  ______________________________________
______________________________________________

J — The Perfect Pie

•  ______________

________________
(pages 2–3)

•  ______________

________________
(pages 6–7)

•  ______________

________________
(pages 8–9)

• This pie is too salty.
(pages 10–11)

•  ______________

________________
(pages 18–19)

•  ______________

________________
(pages 20–21) 

Main Idea of the Text: 
This is the perfect pie. 

(page 24)

Main Idea  
Reproducible Worksheet 1

Name: ____________________
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More Main Ideas and Details
Fill in the details.

Main Idea Details
Dad needed 
ingredients  
for the pie.
(pages 4–5)

•

•

Dad made 
a third pie.
(pages 12–13)

•

•

Dad was  
walking too fast.
(pages 14–15)

•

•

Dad made 
a fourth pie.
(pages 16–17)

•

•

Vocabulary
Find the past tense for these words. 
ask (pages 2–3)     ______________________________  
need (pages 4–5)   ______________________________
fill (pages 6–7)      ______________________________
open (pages 8–9)  ______________________________

J — The Perfect Pie Main Idea  
Reproducible Worksheet 2

Name: ____________________
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Main Idea
Fill in the missing main ideas.

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: Why did Honey Bird follow the bees? 
(pages 4–5)  ____________________________________  
_______________________________________________
2. Work out the Answer: Why did Badger want to  
follow Honey Bird? (pages 12–13)  __________________
_______________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: Was Honey Bird right to teach 
Badger a lesson?  ________________________________
_______________________________________________

K — The Honey Bird  
and the Badger

Main Idea of the Text: 
Honey Bird had tricked 
him too many times.

(page 24)

• Honey Bird loved 
honey.
(pages 2–3) 

•  ________________

__________________
(pages 4–5)

• Honey Bird needed 
help.
(pages 6–7)

•  ______________

________________
(pages 10–11)

•  ______________

________________
(pages 12–13)

•  ______________

________________
(pages 20–21)

Main Idea  
Reproducible Worksheet 3

Name: ____________________
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More Main Ideas and Details
Write two details for each main idea. 

Vocabulary
Find the words and write them on the lines. 
a word with a silent b (pages 8–9)  _________________
means eats too much (pages 8–9)  _________________
means panted (pages 14–15) _____________________
means angry (pages 16–17) ______________________

K — The Honey Bird  
and the Badger

Main Idea of the Text: 
Honey Bird had 

tricked him too many 
times. (page 24)

Badger was greedy.
(pages 8–9)

•  ______________

•  ______________

Badger was very  
tired now.
(pages 14–15) 

•  ______________

•  ______________

Honey Bird’s plan was 
working. (pages 16–17)

•  ______________

•  ______________

Honey Bird was very 
hungry. (pages 22–23)

•  ______________

•  ______________

Main Idea  
Reproducible Worksheet 4

Name: ____________________
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L — Rhino’s Bad Manners

Main Idea of the Text: 
It took a long time 

to teach Rhino good 
manners. (page 24)

• Rhino was thirsty.
(pages 2–3)

•  ______________

________________
(pages 4–5)

•  ______________

________________
(pages 8–9)

•  ______________

________________
(pages 10–11)

• The animals made 
a plan.
(pages 14–15)

•  ______________

________________
(pages 20–21)

Main Idea
Find the main idea for each box.

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: Why did Rhino push the other animals? 
(pages 2–3)  _____________________________________ 
2. Work out the Answer: Why wouldn’t the animals let 
Rhino get to the water hole? (pages 6–7)  _____________
________________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: Why do you think Rhino was so 
busy?  __________________________________________
________________________________________________

Main Idea  
Reproducible Worksheet 5

Name: ____________________
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More Main Ideas and Details
1. Choose the details for each main idea.  
He pushed the others.  Pay attention. Rhino tried to push past.
He splashed water. Be polite.  They would not move.

Main Idea Details
Rhinos don’t wait. 
(pages 4–5)

•

•

We’re fed up  
with you.
(pages 6–7)

•

•

Rhino had forgotten 
what he had learned. 
(pages 12–13) 

•

•

2. Write the main ideas for these details.
Main Idea Details

•
(pages 16–17)

• There was a big wall 
of mud.
• He ran at the wall.

•
(pages 18–19)

• He slid along the ground.
• I can’t move!

Vocabulary 

Write the contractions for these words.
I am (pages 6–7)  _____________  I have (pages 14–15)  ______________
we are (pages 6–7)  ___________  that is (pages 16–17)  ______________
do not (pages 8–9)  ___________  cannot (pages 18–19)  _____________

L — Rhino’s Bad Manners Main Idea  
Reproducible Worksheet 6

Name: ____________________
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•  ______________

________________
(pages 4–5)

Main Idea of the Text:
The animals’ plan 
saved the jungle.

(page 24)

• The animals were 
playing a game.
(pages 2–3)

•  ______________

________________
(pages 12–13)

•  ______________

________________
(pages 6–7)

•  ______________

________________
(pages 10–11)

Main Idea 

Choose the main idea for each box.

Questions and Answers
1. Find in the Text: Which tree did the men cut down? 
(pages 6–9)  ___________________________________
______________________________________________
2. Work out the Answer: Why did Stan say their plan 
had worked “for now”? (page 24)  _________________
______________________________________________
3. Judge for Yourself: Do you think the animals’ other 
ideas could have worked? (pages 14–15)  ___________
______________________________________________

M — The Jungle StoryMain Idea  
Reproducible Worksheet 7

Name: ____________________
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More Main Ideas and Details
1. Choose the details for each main idea. 
A shadow fell over the men.  Stan shouted for help. 
We could dig a big ditch.  The tree swayed.
We could build a big wall.  They ran out of the jungle.

Main Idea Details
The tree fell  
to the ground.
(pages 8–9)

•

•

The animals sat down 
to make a plan.
(pages 14–15)

•

•

The animals put their plan 
into action.
(pages 20–21)

•

•

2. Write the main ideas for these details.
Main Idea Details
•  

(pages 16–17)

I know how we can save the jungle.
The animals crowded around Stan.

• 

(pages 18–19)

The animals saw a lot of men  
come into the jungle.

Vocabulary
Circle the word you like best.
“This is a great place to hide,” he said quietly.  whispered   muttered   breathed
“Ready or not, here I come!” shouted Selma.  bellowed   yelled   called
“I see you Rita,” said Selma.     shouted   grunted   shrieked

M — The Jungle Story Main Idea  
Reproducible Worksheet 8

Name: ____________________
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The Perfect Pie
Page 24: This is the perfect pie. Literal Question: What was wrong with the pie?  
(pp 10–11) Dad put salt in pie instead of sugar. Inferential Question: Why 
was the pie burned? (pp 8–9) Dad had set the oven timer for too long a time. 
Evaluative Question: Why do they all look happy? (p 24) Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 1: Main Ideas  
(pp 2–3) Donald needed a pie. (pp 6–7) Dad started making the pie. (pp 8–9) 
This pie is black and burned. (pp 18–19) Dad took Donald to the park.  
(pp 20–21) The pie was gone.

Questions and Answers:  
1. (pp 14–15) Dad tripped and the pie fell on the floor. 2. (pp 14–15) Dad tried 
the pie on his face. 3. Answers will vary but may include that Donald was too 
young and pie had to be perfect. A hot oven can be dangerous.

Reproducible Worksheet 2: More Main Ideas and Details 
1. (pp 4–5) ran to store; bought flour and strawberries; went back home;  
(pp 12–13) will be best pie ever; used sugar not salt; (pp 14–15) Dad tripped; 
pie fell on floor; Dad fell in pie; Dad tried pie on his face; (pp 16–17) put pie by 
window; went to park. 

Vocabulary: ask – asked, need – needed, fill – filled, open – opened

The Honey Bird and the Badger 
Inside Back Cover: Drawing Conclusions 

Literal Question: Why could Honey Bird not get the honey by herself? (pp 2–3) 
Honey Bird was too small. Inferential Question: Why did Honey Bird want 
Badger to get very tired? (pp 14–15) Honey Bird wanted to teach Badger a 
lesson. Evaluative Question: What plan would you use to teach Badger a lesson? 
Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 3: Main Idea  
(pp 4–5) Every day, Honey Bird looked for beehives. (pp 10–11) I’ll teach him a 
lesson. (pp 12–13) Honey Bird had a plan. (pp 20–21) She had tricked Badger 
again.

Questions and Answers: 
1. (pp 4–5) To get the honey. 2. (pp 12–13) Badger wanted to find some more 
honey. 3. Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 4: More Main Ideas and Details: 
(pp 8–9) Badger got honey; gave little to Honey Bird; ate rest; (pp 14–15) Honey 
Bird flew faster; Badger puffed; Badger was tired; (pp 16–17) Badger asked 
where honey was; too tired; Honey Bird said it was in rotten log; Badger dug in 
log; no honey; Badger got dirty and cross; she had tricked Badger; (pp 22–23) 
was tired of tricking Badger; asked Badger to follow

Vocabulary: (pp 8–9) climbed, greedy, (pp 14–15) puffed, (pp 16–17) cross

Rhino’s Bad Manners
Inside Back Cover: Drawing Conclusions 

Literal Question: What did Rhino slip on? (pp 16–17) Slimy leaves Inferential 
Question: Who put the mud wall and the slimy leaves there? (pp 18–19) Zebra, 
Gazelle, and Hippo Evaluative Question: Which character is your favorite? Why? 
Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 5: Main Idea 
(pp 4–5) Rhinos don’t wait. (pp 8–9) Rhino has to improve his manners.  
(pp 10–11) I think Rhino has learned his lesson. (pp 20–21) Here are the rules.

Questions and Answers: 
1. (pp 2–3) He wanted to drink from the water hole. 2. (pp 6–7) Something to 
the effect that they did not like his manners and the way he pushed to be first. 
3. Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 6: More Main Ideas and Details: 
1. (pp 4–5) Rhino tried to push past. They would not move. (pp 6–7)  
Be polite. Pay attention. (pp 12–13) He pushed the others. He splashed water.  
2. (pp 16–17) Something was wrong. (pp 18–19) Rhino was in trouble.

Vocabulary: I am – I’m, we are – we’re, do not – don’t, I have – I’ve, that is – 
that’s, cannot – can’t 

The Jungle Story 
Inside Back Cover: Drawing Conclusions 

Literal Question: Where did the animals live? (pp 2–3) In the jungle. Inferential 
Question: Why did the men not think about the animals? (pp 12–13) Something 
to the effect that they were only thinking about building their new road. 
Evaluative Question: Is it always wrong to build new roads through the jungle? 
Why? Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 7: Main Idea  
(pp 4–5) Selma looking for friends. (pp 6–7) Something strange happened or 
something is wrong. (pp 10–11) Men had cut down tree. (pp 12–13) Tomorrow 
we’ll cut all the trees down.

Questions and Answers:  
1. (pp 6–9) The tree Stan was hiding in. 2. (p 24) Stan knew they would soon 
come back and try again. The men would not be scared for long. 3. (pp 14–15) 
Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 8: More Main Ideas and Details 
1. (pp 8–9) Stan shouted for help. The tree swayed. (pp 14–15) We could dig 
a big ditch. We could build a big wall. (pp 20–21) A shadow fell over the men. 
They ran out of the jungle. 2. (pp 16–17) Stan had an idea. (pp 18–19) The men 
had come to cut down the trees.

Vocabulary: Answers will vary.

Answer Key
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