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Introduction
Good readers use a range of skills and strategies to 
comprehend a text . Examples of ways readers exhibit these 
skills and strategies include the following:

•  “They actively focus on and engage with the text 
they are reading. 

•  They make predictions about upcoming text, 
and they note whether their predictions and 
expectations about the content are met. 

•  They draw on prior knowledge to develop and 
clarify new understandings.

•  They figure out the meaning of unfamiliar 
knowledge using context clues.

•  When reading a challenging text, they underline 
and reread, make notes, and paraphrase to 
remember important points. 

•  They think about how ideas encountered in the 
text might be used in the future.

•  Effective comprehension development occurs 
when students interact with the text. They 
extract meaning by connecting their present 
knowledge to their new knowledge.” (Dewsbury, 
Hyland, & Kovalevs, 2013, p. 4)

Each book in the Spotlight on Comprehension Skill 
Sets has been written specifically to practice a targeted 
comprehension skill . The program is aligned to the best 
practices found in both the Common Core State Standards 
for English Language Arts and individual state-specific 
reading and language arts standards . It also complies with 
the research put forth by the National Reading Panel . 

Best Practices 
for Reading 
Comprehension 
Instruction
Aligned to the Standards
The Spotlight on Comprehension Skill Sets are leveled texts 
that address the recommendations of the Common Core 
State Standards, the state-specific Common Core standards, 
and individual state standards for reading and language 
arts . 

One key criterion of the Common Core State Standards 
is comprehension and close reading of literature and 
informational texts . According to the “Revised Publishers’ 
Criteria for the Common Core State Standards in English 
Language Arts and Literacy,” reading strategies help 
students gain information and understanding from the text . 
The instruction of reading strategies needs to be an integral 
part of the act of reading, while always focusing on the 
specific text under study . (Coleman & Pimentel, 2012, p . 9) 
The direct instruction of reading comprehension strategies 
and skills enables students to do the work required by the 
Common Core State Standards . (Calkins, Ehrenworth, & 
Lehman, 2012, p . 29) 

The Skill Sets provide educators with explicit instruction of 
the comprehension skill for every title . “Each student book 
has been designed so that at least one example of the focus 
comprehension skill is included on each double-page spread 
of the book . This gives students multiple opportunities to 
apply the skill as they focus on the text at hand .” (Dewsbury 
et al ., 2013, p . 6) 

To find specific correlations for each Skill Set to  
state-specific and Common Core State Standards, visit 
www .sundancepub .com .
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National Reading Panel 
Research
“Comprehension can be improved by teaching students to 
use specific cognitive strategies or to reason strategically 
when they encounter barriers to understanding what they 
are reading . Readers acquire these strategies informally 
to some extent, but explicit or formal instruction in the 
application of comprehension strategies has been shown to 
be highly effective in enhancing understanding .” (National 
Reading Panel, 2000)

“The National Reading Panel’s findings identified that 
successful readers need to develop a toolbag of skills and 
strategies that they can draw on automatically to extract 
meaning from a text . These skills and strategies are not 
gained by osmosis; they have to be explicitly taught . 
Students need multiple opportunities to practice and apply 
their comprehension skills in a variety of settings .

Using an explicit teaching model is an effective way of 
developing the comprehension skills and strategies of 
students . Explicit teaching of comprehension benefits all 
readers . Not only does it enable children to extract the most 
from a text, it also helps them become reflective readers 
who are able to monitor, assess, and improve their own 
comprehension .” (Dewsbury et al ., 2013, p . 4) 

Teach Comprehension 
Skills
Since each student book has been written specifically to 
practice the focus comprehension skill, students continually 
apply the skill as they read, developing their understanding 
of the skill and its purpose . With time, students recognize 
how the skill allows them to extract meaning from a text .

Use the guiding notes on each student book’s inside back 
cover to walk students through applying the skill to the 
text . Begin with modeling the skill for students and then 
guide them through how and when to use the skill . At the 
end of the lesson, use the Drawing Conclusions section of 
the guiding notes to ask students literal, inferential, and 
evaluative text-specific questions that assess students’ 
abilities to make meaning from the text . 

The two reproducible worksheets for every title provided 
in this Teacher Guide allow students to practice the 
comprehension skill and their vocabulary skills . Students 
may complete these worksheets with peers or on their own . 
(Dewsbury et al ., 2013, p . 6)

Rhino Helps Out 
GRL I 
Fiction

Always Late 
GRL G 
Fiction

The Moon and 
the Sundogs 
GRL I 
Fiction

Doctors Help 
GRL G 
Nonfiction

Animal Antics 
GRL H 
Fiction

Our Moon 
GRL H 
Nonfiction
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IDENTIFYING DETAIL
When introducing students to a comprehension skill, direct them to the definition of the skill at the beginning of the 
guiding notes on the inside back cover of every title . The definition helps students recognize why the skill is important 
and how it can be applied to their reading . Then use the following in-depth definition of the comprehension skill 
Identifying Detail to aid your instruction of the skill and your assessment of students’ understanding of the skill .

“Identifying detail is finding small pieces of information in a text and looking for words that describe 
something. The recognition of details is an essential component of reading comprehension. Details enhance 
readers’ understanding of a topic by enabling them to think in depth about the range of who, what, where, 
when, why, and how questions.

At a simple level, students are able to answer literal questions about what they have read . At a higher level of thinking, 
they are equipped with a tool that helps them consider questions involving inference, comparison and contrast, the 
justification of main ideas, and the finer points of sequence, cause and effect, and fact and opinion . They are also better 
able to deal with issues relating to the evaluation and judgment of what they have read .

The identification of detail enables students to work with graphic organizers by calling into play their skills of 
classification and categorization . It also helps them to label diagrams and illustrations accurately . A good way to 
exercise the skill is to chart, by means of a graphic organizer, students’ existing knowledge about a topic before a text 
is read . After reading has been completed, they can then create another diagram illustrating what they have learned 
before comparing the two graphics .

This skill is needed across all content and skill areas .

Objectives
Students are able to:

• identify and retrieve details across a range of content and contexts;

• recognize that details are used to describe objects, people, settings, and events;

• work with graphic organizers to record details;

• make evaluations and judgments based on the graphic organizers they have completed; and

• use details to expand descriptions in their writing.” (Comprehension Skills Definitions)
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G — Always LateIdentifying Detail 
Reproducible 
Worksheet 1

Name: ____________________

Identifying Detail
Fill in the missing details.
Why were Abby and James really late? (page 7)

_________________________________________
What happened after the lesson? (page 8)

• _______________________________________
• _______________________________________
_________________________________________

What happened on Dad’s birthday? (page 10)

• _______________________________________
• _______________________________________

What happened the next week? (page 12)

_________________________________________
Questions and Answers
1. The Text Tells You: What kind of lessons were the 
children having? (page 2)
__________________________________________
2. Use the Clues: How did the teacher feel when they 
were late? (page 3) 
__________________________________________
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G — Always Late Identifying Detail 
Reproducible 
Worksheet 2

Name: ____________________

More Details
Write “Yes” if these details are true,  
and “No” if they are not.
Abby and James were always late. (page 2) Yes

Dad’s watch was slow. (page 4)

Next time, they were really late. (page 6)

Dad was getting a new car for his birthday. (page 8)

Dad didn’t like his present. (page 10)

Next week, they were on time. (page 12)

Dad’s car wouldn’t go. (page 14)

Vocabulary
Break the words into parts  
between the double letters.

better bet/ter swimming ______________

happen ______________ lesson ______________

really ______________ summer ______________

butter ______________ pillow ______________
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G — Doctors HelpIdentifying Detail 
Reproducible 
Worksheet 3

Name: ____________________

Identifying Detail
Fill in the details for each box.

Questions and Answers
1. The Text Tells You: What kind of doctor helps with 
broken bones? (page 12)  ________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
2. Use the clues: Why should you go see a dentist at 
least once a year? (page 4) _______________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Eye Doctor

• _____________

• _____________

(page 6)

Ear Doctor

• _____________

• _____________

(page 8)

X–Ray Doctor

• _____________

• _____________

(page 12)
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Identifying Detail 
Reproducible 
Worksheet 4

G — Doctors Help

Name: ____________________

More Details
Write the details about these kinds  
of doctors.

Tooth Doctors Ear, Nose, and Throat Doctors
• ______________________

________________________

• ______________________

________________________

• ______________________

________________________

• ______________________

________________________

• ______________________

________________________

Vocabulary
These are the words that tell how many.  
Use the words to complete the sentences below.

many most few

1. There are _________ people living  
in the United States.
2. __________ babies cry when they are hungry.
3. __________ birds cannot fly.
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H — Animal AnticsIdentifying Detail 
Reproducible 
Worksheet 5

Name: ____________________

Identifying Detail
Write “True” or “False.”

True or False
Max got to the ball first. (page 8)

Max wanted to bat. (page 10)

Mara thought the game would be less fun 
if they all had a turn. (page 12)

Tom got very hot. (page 14)

Tom, Max, and Mara took turns to run and 
jump into the nice, warm lake. (page 16)

Questions and Answers
1. The Text Tells You: Who had the bat and ball?  
(page 2) ____________________________________
2. Use the Clues: Why is Tom looking cool  
and relaxed? (page 10) ________________________
____________________________________________
3. Think for Yourself: What is your favorite game? 
Why? _______________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
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H — Animal Antics Identifying Detail 
Reproducible 
Worksheet 6

Name: ____________________

More Details
Complete the details about Tom the tiger.

Vocabulary
Alliteration – write an animal that starts with the same 
letter as its name.
Tom the tiger. Dopey the ________________
Lennie the ________________ Patty the _________________
Susie the _________________ William the _______________
Andy the _________________ Bertie the _________________

Wanted to play ____________ (page 2)

Got very ______ (page 14)

Grabbed the ______ and hit it some ______ (page 8)

Threw the ______ and ______ it (page 6)

Took Max and Mara down 
________________ (page 16)
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H — Our MoonIdentifying Detail 
Reproducible 
Worksheet 7

Name: ____________________

Identifying Detail
Fill in the missing details.

Things That Are on the  
Moon’s Surface

Things That Are Not on the 
Moon’s Surface

Questions and Answers
1. The Text Tells You: Why can’t people live  
on the moon? (pages 12–14)  _________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
2. Use the Clues: How are astronauts protected from 
cold and heat? (page 15)  ____________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
3. Think for Yourself: Do you believe in aliens  
from outer space? Why or why not? ____________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
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H — Our Moon Identifying Detail 
Reproducible 
Worksheet 8

Name: ____________________

More Details
Write the missing details.

Vocabulary 
Antonyms are words that mean the opposite.  
Find the antonyms of these words.
day (page 2) ___________  future (page 3)  ____________

dull (page 8) ___________  empty (page 8) ____________

old (page 8) ___________  hills (page 10) _____________

cold (page 12) _________  freezing (page 12) __________

(page 2) What does the 
moon look like?

________________________

________________________

(page 12) The moon is…

• hotter than _____________

________________________

• colder than _____________

________________________

(page 14) We cannot live on 
the moon because…

________________________

________________________

(page 11) What is on the 
moon? 

________________________

________________________
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I — The Moon and the SundogsIdentifying Detail 
Reproducible 
Worksheet 9

Name: ____________________

Identifying Detail
Fill in the missing details. 
How the moon was formed

(page 4)
• _____________________
• _____________________

When the sundogs attacked 
the moon (page 6)

• _____________________
• _____________________

When the animals danced for 
the moon (page 9)

• _____________________
• _____________________

When the moon was big and 
round again (page 10)

• _____________________
• _____________________

Questions and Answers
1. The Text Tells You: What was Spirit Walker worried 
about? (page 8)
__________________________________________
2. Use the Clues: What really happens to the moon 
when its size changes? 
__________________________________________
3. Think for Yourself: What animals would you like to 
read a myth about? Why?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
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I — The Moon and the Sundogs Identifying Detail 
Reproducible 
Worksheet 10

Name: ____________________

More Details
Write the details from page 9.

• ________________________________________________

• ________________________________________________

• ______________________________________________
 _________________________________________________

Vocabulary
Find small words inside bigger words. (really/real) 

about ___________ bright ___________ happen _________

bigger __________ stop ____________ chewed _________

looked __________ ago ____________

father _________   __________

Spirit Walker told the animals to dance for the moon.
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I — Rhino Helps OutIdentifying Detail 
Reproducible 
Worksheet 11

Name: ____________________

Identifying Detail
Fill in the missing details. 

Questions and Answers
1. The Text Tells You: What did Rhino use to help  
his friends? 
_____________________________________________
2. Use the Clues: Why did the river dry up? (page 6) 
_____________________________________________
3. Think for Yourself: How would you have solved 
Giraffe’s problem? 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

How Rhino Helped Giraffe

(pages 4–5)

• ______________________

• ______________________

How Rhino Helped Zebra

(pages 8–9)

• ______________________

   ______________________

   • _____________________

How Rhino Helped Aardvark

(pages 12–13)

• ______________________

• ______________________

How Rhino’s Friends Helped 
Him (page 16)

________________________

________________________
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I — Rhino Helps Out Identifying Detail 
Reproducible 
Worksheet 12

Name: ____________________

More Details
Complete the details about the animals’ problems.

Vocabulary
Compound words are two words joined together. 
Look at the clues and find the compound words. 
the river bottom (page 6)   an ant’s home (page 10)   

___________________________  _______________________
a coat to keep you dry   you kick this  

___________________________  _______________________
clean your teeth with this   where a plane lands  

___________________________  _______________________
you shower here   a pig lives here  

___________________________  _______________________

Giraffe couldn’t _________. (page 3)

The river ______ ______. (page 6)

The bird _____________ and ____________ away. (page 5)

Zebra said, “Now, I can  __________ __________.” (page 9)

Aardvark said, “I want to eat some _______.” (page 10)

Rhino said, “Now, my horn ___ _______ ________.” (page 16)
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Always Late
Inside Back Cover: Drawing Conclusions 
Literal Question: What did the family buy Dad for his birthday? (pp 10–11)  
A new watch. Inferential Question: Look at the illustration. How can you tell 
that the lesson had already started? (pp 2–3) The children were in the water 
doing floating activities. Evaluative Question: What else could Abby and James 
have done to be on time? Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 1: Identifying Detail  
(p 7) Dad’s watch was stuck on the wrong time; (p 8) The children went to see 
Mom; Mom decided to buy Dad a new watch for his birthday; (p 10) He opened 
his present and smiled; Mom, Abby, and James laughed; (p 12) They weren’t late.

Questions and Answers: 
1. (p 2) Swimming lessons. 2. (p 3) She was annoyed.

Reproducible Worksheet 2: More Details 
(p 2) yes; (p 4) yes; (p 6) yes; (p 8) no; (p 10) no; (p 12) yes; (p 14) yes

Vocabulary: swim/ming, hap/pen, les/son, real/ly, sum/mer, but/ter, pil/low

Doctors Help
Inside Back Cover: Drawing Conclusions 
Literal Question: What is another name for a tooth doctor? (pp 4–5) Dentist. 
Inferential Question: Why can’t sick boys and girls stay overnight in clinics?  
(pp 2–3) Clinics not very big, not enough doctors to look after people overnight. 
Evaluative Question: Do you think it would be fun to stay overnight in a 
hospital? Why or why not? Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 3: Identifying Detail  
Eye Doctor: makes sure have healthy eyes; helps get right glasses; Ear Doctor: 
tests hearing; helps fix hearing; makes sure have healthy ears; X-Ray Doctor: 
takes pictures of broken bones; looks at X-rays to see where bone is broken.

Questions and Answers:  
1. (p 12) X-ray. 2. (p 4) Can develop cavities.

Reproducible Worksheet 4: More Details 
Tooth Doctors: called dentist; teach boys and girls how to take care of teeth; 
Ear, Nose and Throat Doctors: help with other things too; help boys and girls 
who have sore ears; help boys and girls who snore.

Vocabulary: 1. many; 2. Most; 3. Few

Animal Antics
Inside Back Cover: Drawing Conclusions 
Literal Question: Why did Max want a turn with the bat? (pp 10–11) Very hot, 
didn’t want to run anymore. Inferential Question: Why did Mara think the game 
would be more fun if they all had a turn to bat? (pp 12–13) Batting is the best 
part; taking turns means everyone can do it. Evaluative Question: Which game 
would you rather play, the first or the second? Why? Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 5: Identifying Detail  
(p 8) False; (p 10) True; (p 12) False; (p 14) True; (p 16) False

Questions and Answers:  
1. (p 2) Tom the tiger. 2. (p 10) Because he was only hitting the ball, without 
doing any running. 3. Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 6: More Details  
(p 2) Wanted to play a game; (p 6) Threw the ball and hit it; (p 8) Grabbed the 
ball and hit it some more; (p 14) Got very hot; (p 16) Took Max and Mara down 
to the lake.

Vocabulary: Answers will vary.

Our Moon
Inside Back Cover: Drawing Conclusions 
Literal Question: Why does the moon look bright? (pp 8–9) The sun shines on it. 
Inferential Question: How do you know people can visit the moon? (pp 14–15) 
Because there is a picture of an astronaut on the moon. Evaluative Question: 
Would you like to visit the moon? Why or why not? Answers will vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 7: Identifying Detail 
Things That Are on the Moon’s Surface: rocks; dust; hills; mountains; valleys; 
craters; plains; ice; Things That Are Not on the Moon’s Surface: wind; rain; 
plants; animals 

Questions and Answers: 
1. (pp 12–14) It is too hot, too cold, and there is no air. 2. (p 15) By their space 
suits. 3. Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 8: More Details 
(p 2) bright, shaped like a ball; (p 11) craters, plains, ice; (p12) hotter than 
boiling steam, colder than a freezer; (p 14) there is no air

Vocabulary: day/night; future/past; dull/bright; empty/full; old/new; hills/valleys; 
cold/hot; freezing/boiling

Answer Key
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The Moon and the Sundogs
Inside Back Cover: Drawing Conclusions 
Literal Question: How long does it take from one full moon to the next? (pp 
14–15) 29 days. Inferential Question: Why was Spirit Walker worried about the 
moon? (pp 8–9) Animals could not see. Evaluative Question: Why do you think 
people made up stories like this myth? Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 9: Identifying Detail 
(p 4) Sky, Earth had child; child was moon; (p 6) took turns biting it; chewed on 
it; (p 9) danced all night; didn’t stop to eat or drink; (p 10) Any two: shone in 
night sky; had happy face; sundogs came back; chewed all over.

Questions and Answers:  
1. (p 8) What animals would do without moon’s light. 2. Sun is only shining on 
part of the moon; 3. Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 10: More Details  
danced all night; didn’t eat or drink; looked at sky, moon was growing back.

Vocabulary: about/out; bright/right; happen/pen; bigger/big; stop/top; chewed/
ewe; looked/look; ago/go; father/fat, her

Rhino Helps Out
Inside Back Cover: Drawing Conclusions  
Literal Question: Why can’t Aardvark dig for ants? (pp 10–11) Zebra trod on his 
paws. Inferential Question: Why does Rhino say “maybe” he can help Giraffe? 
(pp 2–3) He doesn’t know what Giraffe wants him to do. When he finds out 
what the task is, he might refuse to do it. Evaluative Question: How might the 
animals have helped themselves? Answers will vary. 

Reproducible Worksheet 11: Identifying Detail 
(pp 4–5) Any two: ran at the tree; hit it at full speed; scared the bird away; (pp 
8–9) plunged horn into riverbed; made a hole that filled with water; (pp 12–13) 
plunged his horn into the anthill; made ants scurry out; (p 16) looked and 
looked until they found the cloth.

Questions and Answers: 
1. His horn. 2. (p 6) Because it had not rained for a long time. 3. Answers will 
vary.

Reproducible Worksheet 12: More Details 
(p 3) Giraffe couldn’t sleep; (p 5) The bird squawked and flapped away; (p 6) 
The river was dry/dried up; (p 9) Zebra said, “Now, I can drink again.”; (p 10) 
Aardvark said, “I want to eat some ants.”; (p 16) Rhino said, “Now, my horn is 
clean again.” 

Vocabulary: riverbed; anthill; raincoat; football; toothbrush; runway/airport; 
bathroom; pigpen/pigsty
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