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Reading Informational Text 
Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.  
RI.1.1, RL.1.10 

Foundational Skills 
Know the spelling-sound correspondences for common  
consonant digraphs. RF.1.3a 

Language 
Use articles. L.1.1h

Objectives

Program Level 13

Text Type Information Report

Summary All insects have some 
things in common. 
Every insect has six 
legs, three body parts, 
and a hard outer body.

Guided Reading 
Level

H

Word Count 289

High-Frequency 
Words

head, kinds

Content Words body parts, bones, eyes, 
feelers, insects, legs, 
mouth, outer body, 
wings 

Writing Write opinion pieces. 
W.1.1

Speaking and 
Listening

Participate in 
collaborative 
conversations. SL.1.1

Fluency Read grade-level text 
orally with accuracy. 
RF.1.4b

Vocabulary  
Acquisition

Use sentence-level 
context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word. 
L.1.4a
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11 Before Reading

Lesson Enhancement
Look for this icon for ways 
to extend learning with the 
digital format of this book.

During Reading22

(2–5 minutes)

Build Background/Access Prior 
Knowledge
Make a list of insects children know. Discuss what the 
insects look like and any special features they have. Then 
direct children to the cover. Read the title and discuss the 
photo. Ask children to use these clues to predict what the 
book will be about.

Introduce Vocabulary
Display the content words bones, mouth, and wings. Tell 
children they will read these words in this text. Have them 
pronounce each word and discuss its meaning, drawing 
on children’s prior knowledge. Repeat with other content 
words from the book.
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(10 –15 minutes)
Invite children to read from their books. They 

may read aloud together or take turns reading aloud. 
Pause to assist with word recognition and decoding.

Listening
Children may listen to an audio of the text 
using the digital book’s listening feature.

    lose Reading
Discuss the text using the prompts below. Have children 
complete a first read of the entire book before guiding a 
discussion. 

Pages 4–5: Hypothesize 

ASK:   Why might having more than two eyes be 
useful for insects? (Sample answer: so they 
can see in many directions)

Page 6: Vocabulary Acquisition 

Discuss the word mandibles. Tell children that other 
words in a sentence can give clues to the meaning of 
an unfamiliar word. Have children identify a word in 
the sentence that helps them understand the meaning 
of mandibles. (jaws)

Pages 10–11: Draw Conclusions 

Point out the ladybug photo and read the caption.

ASK:   How might the ladybug’s forewings help it? 
(Sample answer: The forewings are hard, so 
they might help protect the ladybug’s thin 
hindwings.)

Page 16: Formulate 

Review with children how to form a question. Have 
pairs ask and answer questions about insect bodies. 
Remind them to use the book to help them.

Comprehension
Have children answer the comprehension 
question on each spread of the digital 
book. 

Practicing Skills 
Go to page 4 of this Lesson Plan for extension activities.
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English Language Learners 
English language learners may need additional practice 
with using articles. Have children turn to page 12. Ask 
them to complete the following sentence frames about 
the photos: This is a picture of _____. It is _____.  
(e.g., an ant, on the stick) Repeat the activity with other 
photos in the book.

Tips for Spanish Speakers Point out that some 
words from the book might be words that they already 
know in Spanish. The words look alike, and they share 

the same meanings. Share these cognates: insect (p. 2) 
insecto and plants (p. 6) plantas. 

Fluency
Guide children to follow along in their 
books as they listen to you reading aloud 

or to the audio recording on the digital book. Then 
have children read along with you or the person on the 
recording. Encourage them to model their reading after 
the person speaking.

Assess Comprehension
The Insect Bodies Comprehension worksheet 
focuses on children’s ability to ask and 
answer questions about key details in a 

text. Read aloud the directions to the group, and have 
children complete the sheet independently, assisting 
as needed. Guide them to ask a question about a key 
detail from the book. Use children’s work as informal 
assessment of their comprehension of the text. 

(10 –15 minutes)

Small Group/Independent 
Activities
As children complete the activities below, encourage them 
to reread the text. 

Speaking and Listening 
Read aloud the Think About It questions on the inside 
back cover. Have pairs or small groups of children 
answer the questions together. (1. This page shows where 
different sections of the book begin. Page 6 2. Every insect 
have six legs, three body parts, and a hard outer body. The 
diagram labels each insect body part so you understand 
how it looks. 3. The pictures show different types of 
abdomens. A dragonfly has a thin abdomen. A leaf insect 
has an abdomen shaped like a leaf. 4. feather) 

Oral Language Development 
Discuss the book’s pictures with children. Ask them to 
describe what they see. Use the pictures to introduce new 
vocabulary.  

Review Vocabulary 
Review the content words in the book. Have children use 
each word in a sentence. Challenge them to use more than 
one word in the same sentence. (Sample answer: Insects 
have six legs.)

School-Home Connection
Either have children take home the print 
book or give parents and guardians the 
information to access the digital book. Let 

family members know that they should ask their child to 
summarize the text, or, if they are using the digital format, 
the child may use the interactive features.

w



Practicing Skills    (10 –15 minutes)

 Answer Key
Comprehension
1. true, true, false, false
2. three, six, none
3. Answers will vary.

Skills Practice 
1. Sample answer: an, a, The, a

2.  Circle the letters ch, sh, or th in each word. Check 
children’s pronunciations of each consonant digraph.

Based on children’s needs, choose from the skill 
activities below. Where technology allows, children 
may complete some activities using computers. 

Language Skills

Grammar: Articles 
Explain to children that the words a, an, and 
the are called articles. The articles a and an are 
used to tell about general things. The article 
the is used to tell about specific things. For 
example, a book about insects could be any 
book, while the book Insect Bodies refers to a 
specific book. The word an has the same use 
as a, except it comes before words that start 
with vowel sounds, such as an apple. Point 
out the sentence The bee is an insect on page 
2. In this case, the refers to the bee shown in 
the photo, and an refers to insects in general. 
Have children produce their own sentences 
using a, an, and the correctly.

Foundational Skills

Phonics: Consonant Digraphs 
Review the consonant digraphs ch, sh, and th 
with children. Point out the words their, moth, 
and feathers on pages 8–9. Have children 
pronounce each word. Ask them to identify 
where the /th/ sound is found in each word. 
(beginning, middle, end) Then focus on the 
consonant digraphs ch as in chewing (page 6) 
and sh as in shaped (page 14). Have children 
list other words they know that have these 
consonant digraphs.

Fluency: Accuracy
Tell children that when they read aloud, it 
is important to read without skipping or 
repeating any words. Explain that if they do 
make a mistake, they should correct it. Model 
reading aloud page 10 and demonstrate how 

to correct an error. Then reread the text with 
accuracy. Have children practice reading aloud 
pages 11–12 to a partner. Assist pairs as needed.

Foundational and 
Language Skills 
Have children answer the 

phonics questions on each spread of the digital 
book for additional practice with phonics and 
language skills at point of appearance in  
the book.

Writing 
Review the insects in the book with children. 
Have children choose the insect they would 
most like to be and write about why. Provide 
these prompts to help them: If I could be an 
insect, I would like to be a ___.  I would like to 
be a ___ because ______.

Apply Skills
Have children complete the 
Insect Bodies Skills Practice 
worksheet. Encourage them to 

work independently but assist as required. 
This worksheet allows children to practice 
using articles and consonant digraphs. Have 
children read aloud the words that contain 
consonant digraphs.
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skillComprehension

Insect Bodies
1. Write True or False.

Bees have five eyes.  __________________________

Moths have wings.  ___________________________

Insects have a soft outer body.  ________________

Insects eat with their feet.  _____________________

2. Answer these questions.

How many body parts does a bee have?  ________

How many legs do all insects have?  ____________

How many bones do insects have?  _____________

3. Write a question you have about insects.

  __________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________

Worksheet
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Skills PracticeWorksheet
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Insect Bodies
Language

1. Use the words from the box to finish the sentences.

 a an the

Luke saw  __________  insect.

It was  _________  bee.

________ bee was on  ________ flower. 

Foundational Skills

2.   Sometimes two letters go together to make one sound.  
Circle the two letters in each word that make one sound.  
Then say each word.

thorax clothes shape

which with chill

dish weather washing


