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Overview
The Sundance/Newbridge Summer Achievement Program for English Language Arts 
is designed to equip summer school students entering grades 3 through 6 with reading 
comprehension skills to help them gain a deeper understanding of the texts they read. 
This program supplies students with the materials they need to improve their reading 
level in preparation for the coming school year. 

Organized in functional kits, this program is comprised of carefully leveled literary and 
informational texts. Each week, students focus on a specific comprehension skill as 
they read increasingly more difficult texts. The materials begin with books that are at 
least one-and-a-half grades below level. As the weeks progress, the guided reading 
level gradually increases. During the final week, students read texts that are on level 
for the grade they will be entering.

The Teacher Guide provides teachers with explicit instructional support as they 
work through the four-week program with students. Through the gradual release of 
responsibility model, teachers are able to provide students with the support they need 
to successfully improve their comprehension of complex texts. The Teacher Guide also 
includes detailed lesson plans for helping students who need additional assistance 
during independent reading.

At the start of each week, students complete a diagnostic pre-test in which they 
read a brief passage and answer questions related to the comprehension skill they 
will be focusing on for that week. Then the teacher models for students how to apply 
the comprehension skill to a passage. After working on a two-page guided practice 
activity as a class, students read full-length leveled readers in pairs, independently, 
or with teacher support as needed. They complete practice materials that focus on 
general comprehension and the comprehension skill as well as vocabulary and writing. 
Students read three books that gradually increase in reading level while focusing 
on the same skill. At the end of the week, the teacher gives students a posttest to 
determine how students have improved their close reading skills. This posttest has the 
same format as the pretest, so students may demonstrate their improvement.

The complete Teacher Guide will provide teachers with details about teaching each 
comprehension skill and implementing the gradual release of responsibility model, 
step-by-step lesson plans, an answer key with sample responses to each practice sheet, 
a pacing guide, and a scope and sequence. 
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The most important details 
or information in a textMain Idea

Activating Prior Knowledge/Predicting
Introduce the book to students by discussing the cover and illustrations. Ask students if they
have ever helped their parents cook something. Did anything go wrong when they were trying
to help? Explain that the title of the book can provide the main idea of the story. Ask students
to predict what the story might be about (a father and son making a delicious pie). 

Classroom Management
Have students read the book independently or in pairs. Use the following step-by-step instruction 
to aid students who need additional support.

Text Structure
Explain to the students that The Perfect Pie is a narrative story. It has a beginning (which explains 
the main idea), a number of events that build the story, and an ending or resolution. Ask students 
to follow the words in the book as you read page 2. After reading, ask them what the main idea  
of the page (Donald needed Dad to make him a pie for the school bake sale).

Comprehension Monitoring
Ask students to follow the text as you read it aloud. At the end of each spread, ask them to identify 
any words or phrases they cannot read or can read but do not understand. List the words on the 
board and discuss their meanings. Ask students to reread the text for fluency. When complete, 
select students to retell the main events in the story.

Vocabulary
The word beamed on page 6 may be unfamiliar to some students, especially those from an ELL 
background. Ask students to suggest the meaning of this word. Have them use the visual cue  
of the father smiling in the last illustration to help. Ask them How do you think Dad is feeling?  
How can you tell? Use a dictionary to find the correct definition (a radiant smile). 

Comprehension Skill Focus
Discuss the comprehension skill Main Idea. Explain that main ideas tell what a paragraph or page 
of text is about, and usually come at the beginning or end of a paragraph. They are supported by 
details. Have students consider the main idea of each paragraph as they read.

Modeling
Read pages 4 and 5. Draw students’ attention to the first sentence (Dad needed ingredients for the 
pie). Tell them this is the main idea of the paragraph. The details tell what Dad bought.

Guided Practice
Ask students to turn to pages 10 and 11. Assist them to find the main idea on these pages. Remind 
them that the main idea is usually found in the first or last sentence (Dad made a second pie.).

J — The Perfect Pie 
Text Type: Narrative
Word Count: 420
Vocabulary: Regular past – asked, needed, filled, 
opened 
Focus Word: beamed

DURING 
READING

BEFORE 
READING
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Worksheet

Guided Practice (Cooperative Learning)
Divide students into pairs. Ask them to turn to pages 12 and 13 to find the main idea. Have them 
share the reasons why they chose this statement as the main idea (Dad made a third pie.). Repeat 
for pages 20 and 21 (the pie was gone). Direct students to page 24 to find the main idea of the 
whole text (This is the perfect pie.). Have them go through the rest of the text together, finding  
the main idea on each double-page spread.

Independent Guided Practice Using Graphic Organizers
Ask students to complete the graphic organizers on Main Idea Worksheets 1 and 2 in their practice 
books. Encourage them to work through the activities independently, giving assistance as required. 
When students have completed the graphic organizers, ask them to suggest answers to the literal, 
inferential, and evaluative questions at the bottom of the inside back cover of the book. Their 
responses will indicate if they are able to get simple or more complex meanings from the text.

Summarizing
Have students complete the writing activity on Main Idea Worksheet 3. When students have 
completed the activity, review that summarizing helps the reader say in a few sentences what 
happened in a whole story. On the board, list the main events in the story. Divide students into 
pairs and ask them to work cooperatively to organize the events into the order they happened in 
the story. Once complete, ask students to explain the order they chose. The order is: Donald asked 
Dad to make him a pie for the cake sale; Dad had to go to the store to get ingredients for the pie;  
Dad made a pie but he burned it; Dad made another pie but put salt instead of sugar in it; Dad  
made another pie but he tripped and the pie fell on the floor; Dad made another pie and left it on  
the window to cool; Mom came in and ate the pie; Mom, Dad, and Donald made another pie for  
the bake sale.

AFTER  
READING

Answers
Page 24: This is the perfect pie. Literal Question: What 
was wrong with the pie?  
(pp 10–11) Dad put salt in pie instead of sugar. 
Inferential Question: Why was the pie burned? (pp 8–9) 
Dad had set the oven timer for too long a time.
Evaluative Question: Why do they all look happy? (p 24) 
Answers will vary.
Worksheet 1 Main Ideas 
(pp 2–3) Donald needed a pie. (pp 6–7) Dad started 
making the pie. (pp 8–9) This pie is black and burned. (pp 
18–19) Dad took Donald to the park. (pp 20–21) The pie 
was gone.
Questions and Answers
1. (pp 14–15) Dad tripped and the pie fell on the floor.  
2. (pp 14–15) Dad tried the pie on his face.  
3. Answers will vary but may include that Donald was 
too young and pie had to be perfect. A hot oven can be 
dangerous.

Worksheet 2: More Main Ideas and Details
1. (pp 4–5) ran to store; bought flour and strawberries; 
went back home; (pp 12–13) will be best pie ever; used 
sugar not salt;  
(pp 14–15) Dad tripped; pie fell on floor; Dad fell in pie; 
Dad tried pie on his face;  
(pp 16–17) put pie by window; went to park. Vocabulary 
ask – asked, need – needed, fill – filled, open – opened
Worksheet 3: Writing Activity
Characters: Donald, Dad, Mom
Setting: Donald’s home
Problem: Donald needs a pie for the school bake sale.
Events: Dad says he will make the perfect pie. One burns, 
one has salt, one is dropped on the floor, and Mom eats 
one. 
Solution: Mom, Dad, and Donald make a perfect pie.
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The most important details 
or information in a textMain Idea

Activating Prior Knowledge/Predicting
Introduce the book to students by discussing the cover and illustrations. Ask students if they know 
anything about wild bees or if they have ever seen bees in a hive or honey in a honeycomb.  
Point out that the title tells who the characters in the story are but gives no clues about the plot.  
Ask students to make predictions about the story. 

Classroom Management
Have students read the book independently or in pairs. Use the following step-by-step instruction 
to aid students who need additional support.

Text Structure
Explain to the students that The Honey Bird and the Badger is a narrative. It has a beginning, where 
the main characters and setting are introduced, a number of events that build the story, and an 
ending or resolution. Ask students to follow the words as you read page 2. After reading, ask which 
characters were introduced and where the story is set (Honey Bird, bees, forest).

Comprehension Monitoring
Ask students to follow the text as you read it aloud. At the end of each spread, ask them to identify 
words or phrases they cannot read or can read but do not understand. On the board, list the words 
and discuss their meanings. Ask students to reread the text for fluency. When complete, select 
students to retell the main points covered in the text.

Vocabulary
The word nectar on page 4 may be unfamiliar to some students. Read the sentence containing  
the word nectar to the students. Ask if anyone knows the meaning of the word. Build on responses  
by explaining to students where nectar is found on the flower. Use a dictionary to find the correct 
definition (sweet liquid found in flower).
Comprehension Skill Focus
Discuss the comprehension skill Main Idea. Explain that main ideas tell what a paragraph, page,  
or text is about, and usually come at the beginning or end of a paragraph. They are supported  
by details. Have students consider the main idea of each double-page spread as they read.

Modeling
Go back and read pages 2 and 3. This time, draw students’ attention to the last sentence  
(She needed her friend Badger to help.). Tell them this is the main idea of the beginning of the story. 
The other sentences provide details (Details: Honey Bird loved honey; she was a little bird who lived 
in forest; bees lived there; she loved eating honey; she could not open beehive and get honey because 
she was too small).

K — The Honey Bird and the Badger 
Text Type: Narrative
Word Count: 442
Vocabulary: Silent b – climbed; Word meanings – 
greedy, puffed, cross 
Focus Word: nectar

DURING 
READING

BEFORE 
READING
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Worksheet

Guided Practice (Cooperative Learning)
Divide students into small groups. Ask them to turn to pages 8 and 9 to find the main idea (Badger 
was greedy). Have them share the reasons why they chose this statement as the main idea. Repeat 
for pages 10 and 11 (I’ll teach him a lesson). Direct students to page 24 to find the main idea of  
the whole text (Honey Bird had tricked him too many times). Have them go through the whole text 
to find the main idea on each double-page spread.

Independent Guided Practice Using Graphic Organizers
Ask students to complete the graphic organizers on Main Ideas Worksheets 4 and 5 in their 
practive books. Encourage them to work through the activities independently, giving assistance as 
required. When students have completed the graphic organizers, ask them to suggest answers to 
the literal, inferential, and evaluative questions at the bottom of the inside back cover of the book. 
The responses will indicate if they are able to get simple or more complex meanings from the text.

Summarizing
Have students complete the writing activity on Main Idea Worksheet 6. When students have 
completed the activity, review that summarizing helps the reader say in a few sentences what was 
covered in a whole text. Ask the following questions, and write students’ responses on the board: 
What did Honey Bird like? What did Honey Bird do to Badger? Who did Honey Bird ask for help? Why 
did Badger walk away? What did Badger do with the honey? In small groups, have students number  
the answers to show the sequence in which the events occurred in the story (Order of answers:  
1, 3, 5, 2, 4).

AFTER  
READING

Answers 
Inside Back Cover: Drawing Conclusions 
Literal Question: Why could Honey Bird not get the honey 
by herself? (pp 2–3) Honey Bird was too small.
Inferential Question: Why did Honey Bird want Badger to 
get very tired? (pp 14–15) Honey Bird wanted to teach 
Badger a lesson.
Evaluative Question: What plan would you use to teach 
Badger a lesson? Answers will vary. 
Worksheet 4: Main Idea (pp 4–5) Every day, Honey Bird 
looked for beehives. (pp 10–11) I’ll teach him a lesson. (pp 
12–13) Honey Bird had a plan. (pp 20–21) She had tricked 
Badger again.
Questions and Answers
1. (pp 4–5) To get the honey.  
2. (pp 12–13) Badger wanted to find some more honey.  
3. Answers will vary. 

Worksheet 5: More Main Ideas and Details
(pp 8–9) Badger got honey; gave little to Honey Bird;  
ate rest; (pp 14–15) Honey Bird flew faster; Badger puffed; 
Badger was tired; (pp 16–17) Badger asked where honey 
was; too tired; Honey Bird said it was in rotten log; Badger 
dug in log; no honey; Badger got dirty and cross; she had 
tricked Badger; (pp 22–23) was tired of tricking Badger; 
asked Badger to follow
Vocabulary
(pp 8–9) climbed, greedy, (pp 14–15) puffed, (pp 16–17) 
cross
Worksheet 6: Writing Activity
1. Characters: Honey Bird, Badger; Setting: the forest
2.  Honey Bird likes honey. She finds the beehive, but she 

cannot get the honey out. Badger gets the honey and 
keeps most for himself. Honey Bird tries to trick Badger. 
But she lies to him too many times, and Badger finds a 
new friend.

Guided Practice
Ask students to turn to pages 4 to 7. Assist them to find the main ideas. Remind them the main idea 
is usually found in the first or last sentence (Every day, Honey Bird looked for beehives.; Honey Bird 
needed help.).
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The most important details 
or information in a textMain Idea

Activating Prior Knowledge/Predicting
Introduce the book to students, discussing the cover and illustrations. Ask students what they 
think it means to have good or bad manners. Have them give some examples. Point out the main 
character is mentioned in the title. Ask students to predict what the story will be about.  

Classroom Management
Have students read the book independently or in pairs. Use the following step-by-step instruction 
to aid students who need additional support.

Text Structure
Explain to students that Rhino’s Bad Manners is a narrative. It has a beginning, where the 
characters and setting are introduced, a number of events that build the story, and an ending  
or resolution. Ask students to follow the words in the book as you read the text on page 2.  
After reading, ask them which characters were introduced and where the story is set (Rhino,  
Zebra, Gazelle, Hippo; at a water hole).

Comprehension Monitoring
Ask students to follow the text as you read it aloud. At the end of each spread, ask them to identify 
words or phrases they cannot read or can read but do not understand. List the words on the board 
and discuss their meanings. Ask students to reread the text for fluency. When complete, select 
students to retell the main points covered in the text.

Vocabulary
The word slimy on page 16 may be unfamiliar to some students, especially those from an ELL 
background. Read the sentence containing the word slimy. Ask if anyone knows the meaning of the 
word. Build on responses by having them name things that are slimy (snails, slugs). List words that 
could be used in place of slimy (slippery, greasy).

Comprehension Skill Focus
Discuss the comprehension skill Main Idea. Explain that main ideas tell what a paragraph, page,  
or text is about, and usually come at the beginning or end of a paragraph. They are supported  
by details. Have students consider the main idea of each double-page spread as they read.

Modeling
Go back and read pages 2 and 3. Draw students’ attention to the first sentence (Rhino was thirsty.). 
Tell them this is the main idea of the page. The other information gives details about the main idea 
(Details: Rhino pushed Zebra, Gazelle, and Hippo out of his way and drank from water hole; others 
said Rhino was rude, should wait his turn, and should learn some manners). 

L — Rhino’s Bad Manners 
Text Type: Narrative
Word Count: 480
Vocabulary: Contractions – I’m, we’re, don’t, I’ve, 
that’s, can’t   
Focus Word: slimy

DURING 
READING

BEFORE 
READING
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Worksheet

Guided Practice (Cooperative Learning)
Divide students into small groups. Ask them to turn to pages 16 and 17 to find the main idea  
(the next day, something was wrong). Have them share the reasons why they chose this statement 
as the main idea. Repeat for pages 20 and 21 (“Here are the rules,” said Gazelle.). Direct students to 
page 24 to find the main idea of the whole text (It took a long time to teach Rhino good manners). 
Have them go through the whole text to find the main idea on each double-page spread.

Independent Guided Practice Using Graphic Organizers
Ask students to complete the graphic organizers on Main Ideas Worksheets 7 and 8 in their 
practice books. Encourage them to work through the activities independently, giving assistance as 
required. When students have completed the graphic organizers, ask them to suggest answers to 
the literal, inferential, and evaluative questions at the bottom of the inside back cover of the book. 
The responses will indicate if they are able to get simple or more complex meanings from the text.

Summarizing
Remind students that summarizing helps the reader say in a few sentences what was covered in  
a whole text. On the board, draw a chain of six interlocking links. Explain to students they need to 
give you six important sentences, in their own words, to tell what happened in the story. The chain 
will show how one event led to another (Possible sentences: Rhino was rude to the animals when he 
wanted to get to the water hole. The animals told Rhino he needed to have manners and wait  
his turn.). Then have students complete the writing activity on Main Idea Worksheet 9 in their 
practice books.

AFTER  
READING

Answers
Inside Back Cover: Drawing Conclusions 
Literal Question: What did Rhino slip on?  
(pp 16–17) Slimy leaves 
Inferential Question: Who put the mud wall and the 
slimy leaves there? (pp 18–19) Zebra, Gazelle, and Hippo 
Evaluative Question: Which character is your favorite? 
Why? Answers will vary. 
Worksheet 7: Main Idea
(pp 4–5) Rhinos don’t wait. (pp 8–9) Rhino has to 
improve his manners. (pp 10–11) I think Rhino has 
learned his lesson. (pp 20–21) Here are the rules.
Questions and Answers
1. (pp 2–3) He wanted to drink from the water hole.  
2.  (pp 6–7) Something to the effect that they did not like 

his manners and the way he pushed to be first. 
3. Answers will vary. 
 

Worksheet 8: More Main Ideas and Details
1.  (pp 4–5) Rhino tried to push past. They would not 

move. (pp 6–7) Be polite. Pay attention. (pp 12–13) He 
pushed the others. He splashed water. 

2.  (pp 16–17) Something was wrong.  
(pp 18–19) Rhino was in trouble.

Vocabulary
I am – I’m, we are – we’re, do not – don’t, I have – I’ve, 
that is – that’s, cannot – can’t 
Worksheet 9: Writing Activity
Rhino is rude. Zebra, Gazelle, and Hippo try to teach him 
manners. Rhino tries, but he does not learn. The other 
animals come up with a plan. They build a mud wall 
around the water hole. Rhino gets stuck and needs the 
animals’ help. They agree to help him if he has better 
manners. Rhino tries to be polite. It takes a long time to 
teach him manners.

Guided Practice
Ask students to turn to pages 4 and 5. Assist them to find the main idea. Remind them the main 
idea is usually found in the first or last sentence (Main idea: Rhinos don’t wait. Details: the next 
day, Rhino tried to push past Zebra, Gazelle, and Hippo; they would not move).
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Sundance/Newbridge  
Summer Achievement Program 
Leveled Readers

Scope and Sequence—Grade 3
Comprehension Skill GRL Title Text Type Word Count

Main Idea J The Perfect Pie Narrative (Realistic Fiction) 420

Main Idea K The Honey Bird and the Badger Narrative (Fable) 442

Main Idea L Rhino’s Bad Manners Narrative (Fantasy Animals) 464

Compare and Contrast K Crocodiles and Alligators Information Report 450

Compare and Contrast L What Lives in a Burrow? Information Report 466

Compare and Contrast M Allie Alligator Tries Something New Narrative (Fantasy Animals) 528

Cause and Effect L Plants That Eat Meat Factual Description 462

Cause and Effect M Dear Rosie Literary Recount 528

Cause and Effect N Cities of the Desert Factual Description 567

Fact and Opinion M No Eggs Today Narrative (Realistic Fiction) 506

Fact and Opinion N Hot Potatoes Information Report 689

Fact and Opinion O Carly and the Glass Sneaker Narrative 797
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