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Before Reading

Lesson at a Glance 

The Adventures of Zip Velocity

SKILLS
•  comprehension Skill:  

Compare and Contrast 
•  Vocabulary: amazement, 

apprehend, hurdle,  
imaginary, lunge 

•  comprehension Strategy:  
Ask Questions 

• Language Focus: Adjectives
• Literary Focus: Character
• Fluency: Expression

GRL: K
Word Count: 1393
Lexile: 600L 

Summary: When Cody’s favorite 
action hero, Zip Velocity, appears in his 
room one night, Cody must think quickly to 
help Zip apprehend Baron von Hairy and 
to send both characters back into the book 
from which they came.

Build Background/Access Prior 
Knowledge Display the cover and read the title. 
Identify Zip Velocity as an action hero. Have students 
recall action heroes they know from books, movies, or 
television. Ask them to tell what an action hero is and 
does. Explain that many action heroes have rivals 
who they must outsmart again and again. Redirect 
attention to the cover. Ask: Which character do you 
think Zip Velocity must outsmart?

Set a Purpose Introduce the characters on page 
2, pointing out that Cody is the same boy wearing 
the Zip Velocity hat on the cover. Then have partners 
page through the book to set a purpose for reading, 
such as: I will read to find out how Cody helps Zip 
Velocity outsmart Baron von Hairy.

More Pre-Reading Activities
Comprehension Skill: Compare and 
Contrast Preview the comprehension skill with 
students. Say: When you compare two people or 
things, you tell how they are alike. When you contrast 
two people or things, you tell how they are different. 

Have students use the cover illustration to compare 
Zip Velocity and Cody. As needed, help students 
compare the characters by pointing out that they are 
wearing the same hat. Contrast the characters by 
noting that one is a man and one is a boy. 

Vocabulary Use Name and Talk About Your 
Words on the Smart Word Card to introduce the 
vocabulary. Have students identify words they already 
know. Then discuss the words and their meanings. 
Ask questions such as the following, and have 
students explain their reasoning: 

• What would cause you greater amazement—a 
crying baby or a talking baby? 

•  Who would a teacher apprehend—a student 
running in the hall or a student walking in the hall? 

• When might you hurdle—to cross a stream or to 
cross an ocean? 

•  Which would be an imaginary animal—one with 
purple fur or one with gray fur? 

•  When might you lunge for a book—to catch it 
falling off a shelf or to put it on a shelf? 

Use Tips for Spanish Speakers on the Smart Word 
Card to provide additional linguistic support to 
English-Language Learners. 
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The Adventures of Zip Velocity

During Reading

Read the Story Distribute Blackline Master 
1, Read the Story. Review the directions and 
questions. Then have students read The Adventures of 
Zip Velocity. They may read the story independently. 
Or guide the reading, using these prompts.

Chapter 1 Why does Cody’s mom threaten to not 
buy him any more Zip Velocity books? How does 
Zip Velocity outsmart Baron von Hairy in Cody’s 
book?

Chapter 2 Why is Cody amazed to see Zip 
Velocity? What does Zip do to show Cody he isn’t 
imaginary? Why does Zip ask Cody if he has ever 
thought about being a sidekick? 

Chapter 3 How does Cody describe the Baron on 
page 16? How would you describe him? How 
does the Baron compare and contrast Cody and 
Zip? Do you think Zip knows what Cody plans to 
do with the cake? Why or why not? 

Chapter 4 What happens when Zip pushes the 
seesaw down? How is the way Cody outsmarts the 
Baron like the way Zip tricks him in Cody’s book?  

More During Reading Activities
Comprehension Strategy  
Mini–Lesson: Ask Questions

•  Explain the strategy. Say: Active readers ask 
questions as they read to help them better 
understand a story. Being curious about the 
characters keeps readers involved in the reading. 

•  Read aloud the first paragraph on page 4. Model 
the strategy. Say: When I read this paragraph, 
I am confused. So I ask myself a question: Why 
does Cody lunge at his mom’s ankles? I will keep 
reading to look for the answer. 

•  Read to the end of the page 4. Say: Now I 
understand why Cody lunges at his mom. He is 
pretending to be an evil monkey named Baron von 
Hairy. I answered one question, but now I have 
two more: Who is Baron von Hairy? Who is Zip 
Velocity? I will keep reading to find out.

•  As you guide the reading, pause for students to 
ask questions. Lead them to find the answers by 
rereading, reading on, or using text features such 
as the illustrations or the glossary.

Language Focus Mini–Lesson: 
Adjectives Direct attention to the words evil 
monkey on page 4. Write the words on the board 
and read them aloud.

•  Say: A noun names a person, a place, or a thing. 
Have a volunteer underline the noun monkey. 
Reinforce the concept: The word monkey is a 
noun. 

•  Say: An adjective describes a noun. It can tell 
what kind. Call on a volunteer to circle the 
adjective evil. Reinforce: Evil is an adjective. It tells 
what kind. What kind of monkey is Baron von 
Hairy?

•   Repeat with the words do-gooder hero on page 4. 
Then ask: What kind of hero is Zip Velocity? 

•  Distribute Blackline Master 2, What Kind? 
Ask students to look for adjectives that tell “what 
kind” as they reread the story. 

  English-Language Learners:  
 Language Transfer  

Adjectives may present challenges for native speakers 
of languages such as Spanish and Vietnamese. In 
these languages, the adjectives follow the nouns they 
modify. Students may say monkey evil instead of 
evil monkey. Additionally, some Spanish adjectives 
change meaning with placement. The words gran 
hombre, for example, describe a “great man,” while 
the words hombre grande describe a “big man.” Help 
students practice adjective placement by correctly 
restating sentences and emphasizing the adjective 
and noun: Yes, Baron von Hairy is an evil monkey.
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After Reading

Literary Focus: Character Read aloud the 
Introduction to Looking at a Narrative on pages 
30–31. Explain that the beginning of a story often 
answers the questions Who? What? and Where? 

•  Say: The characters are the Who? in a story. They 
are the people or animals the story is about. Two 
characters, Cody and his mom, appear in the 
first chapter. What characters appear later in the 
story? 

•  Tell students that being aware of the story 
characters can help them to better understand 
what they read. Have students continue to read 
this feature together. Pause to ask questions about 
the characters and what they say, do, think, and 
feel. 

Comprehension: Compare and Contrast  
Distribute Blackline Master 3, How Do They 
Compare? Have students work with partners to 
compare and contrast Cody and Zip Velocity.

Vocabulary Have students complete Explore Your 
Words and Use Your Words in a New Way on the 
Smart Word Card.

Fluency: Expression Tell students that when 
they read with expression, they use their voices to 
make the words the characters say sound as if they 
are really speaking. Model reading page 4, first in a 
monotone and then expressively. Remind students that 
exclamation marks signal reading with strong feeling. 

Have students work in groups to choose a section of 
the text to read expressively as a Readers Theater. 
Students will need a reader for each character and 
one to read the nonspeaking parts of the narrator.

Writing: Create a Help-Wanted Ad  
Ask students to create a help-wanted ad for 
a superhero’s sidekick. Provide models from 
newspapers or online sources. Explain that the ad 
should include: who placed the ad, what the sidekick 
will do, and what special skills or abilities the sidekick 
needs. Students should also include job benefits and 
contact details.

ASSESS PROGRESS
Written Assessment

 • Blackline Master 1, Read the Story, 
assesses students’ understanding of the selection.  
Answers 1. Cody imitates Zip Velocity and 
reads his books when he is supposed to be asleep. 
2. Cody is amazed. He knows that Zip Velocity is 
imaginary. Zip has to pinch him to show he is real. 
3. Cody knows all about Baron von Hairy, what 
he looks like, and what he does. 4. Baron von 
Hairy is confused because Cody dresses and acts 
like Zip Velocity. 5. Cody knows that the Baron 
is greedy so he places the cake on one end of the 
seesaw and asks Zip Velocity to push down on  
the other end to launch the Baron into the air.  
6. Cody believes he has the best Zip Velocity book 
ever because he is in it.

• Blackline Master 2, What Kind?, assesses 
students’ understanding of adjectives.   
Answers Cody—smart boy, Little Zipper, 
little sidekick Zip Velocity—do-gooder hero, 
whopper version, big lump Baron von Hairy—
evil monkey, simian thief, silly monkey, hairy 
beast, hairy horror, awful ape, feral fuzz ball.

• Blackline Master 3, How Do They 
Compare?, assesses students’ ability to compare 
and contrast. Have volunteers share their answers 
by completing a Venn diagram on the board. 
Answers Both—wear flying caps, try to 
apprehend the Baron, create nicknames for the 
Baron, know that food is the Baron’s weakness. 
Cody—is a real boy, is smaller than Zip.  
Zip Velocity—is an imaginary character, is 
bigger than Cody. 

Performance Assessment Use these activities 
to informally observe that students have improved 
their oral reading and comprehension.

• Read aloud the funniest part of the story.

• Retell the story from Zip Velocity’s point of view. 

• Be a critic. Explain whether the author wrote a 
good action adventure story.
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Read the assigned chapter(s). answer the assigned question(s).

Chapter 1  1.  How can you tell that Cody likes Zip Velocity and his books? 

 

 

Chapter 2  2.  How does Cody react when he sees Zip Velocity in his room? 

 

 

    3.  Why does Zip Velocity think Cody would make a good sidekick?

 

 

Chapter 3  4.  Why is Baron von Hairy confused when he sees Cody? 

 

 

Chapter 4  5.  What is Cody’s plan for apprehending Baron von Hairy? 

 

 

    6.  Why isn’t Cody upset when his mom says she isn’t buying any more Zip 

Velocity books? 

 

 

Read the Story 
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Look through the story to find adjectives that describe the characters. 
Write the adjective and the noun it describes.

Cody:  

 

 

Zip Velocity:  

 

 

 

Baron von Hairy: 

 

 

 

 

What Kind?

An adjective describes a noun. It can tell what kind.

  smart boy  do-gooder hero  evil monkey

smart boy

do-gooder hero

evil monkey
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How Do They Compare? 

When you compare two things, you tell how they are alike.

When you contrast two things, you tell how they are different.

complete the Venn diagram to compare and contrast cody and Zip Velocity.

cody Both Zip Velocity


