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Get young readers off to the right 
start with compelling chapter books 
that build reading stamina and 
confi dence!

Just Kids features characters who are “just 
kids” in amusing, real-world scenarios. These 
page-turners are just what you need to promote 
independent reading and help students make 
the transition from picture books to chapter 
books. Written for readers in Grades 1–3, Just 
Kids includes just the right amount of support 
and challenges to develop confi dence and 
independence. Choose from 72 early chapter 
books. Includes Teacher Guides. 

Just Kids:

•  Build confi dence with considerate text, short 
chapters, and fun illustrations on every page. 
They can read chapter books!

•  Appeal to both boys and girls with a wide range 
of genres, including mystery, adventure, and 
humor. 

•  Motivate students with progressive reading 
challenges in length, vocabulary, and 
complexity. 

Documentation and Support for

Just Kids
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Teacher Guides

Comprehensive guides give you step-by-step lesson 
plans for each book. You’ll have clear objectives, 
suggestions for before, during, and after reading, 
and plenty of support for your struggling readers 
and ELL students.

•  Comprehensive skill charts to assist planning 
and assessment. 

•  4 reproducible worksheets for every lesson to 
assess comprehension, vocabulary, decoding/
spelling, and language arts conventions.

•  Excellent suggestions for creating literacy 
centers. 

Allow teachers to assess students regularly 
while the students are engaged in meaningful 
and purposeful literacy activities.

Code Breakers activities 
are tied to Language 
Arts standards.

Warm-up activity Getting Ready 
for Reading helps readers make 
connections with the book.
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Research fi ndings identify the need 
for instruction which features a 
balance of support and challenge to 
develop independent readers.

“Even with excellent instruction in the early 
grades, some children fail to make satisfactory 
progress in reading. Such children will 
require supplementary services, ideally from 
a reading specialist who provides individual 
or small-group instruction that is coordinated 
with high-quality instruction from the 
classroom teacher.”

 — National Research Council
Committee on the Prevention of Reading Diffi culties in 
Young Children
Preventing Reading Diffi culties in Young Children, 1998

“… every child is entitled to excellent 
instruction in reading and writing that 
includes, but is not limited to … opportunities 
to work in small groups for focused 
instruction and collaboration with other 
children …”

 — International Reading Association (IRA) & National 
Association for the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC)
Learning to Read and Write: Developmentally 
Appropriate Practices for Young Children
Young Children, 1998

Research supports the value 
of a structured progression of 
vocabulary, word count, number of 
chapters, and story complexity.

“For many students, these small chapter books 
are the perfect transition from "little books" to 
longer, more challenging texts.”

 — Barbara Peterson
Literary Pathways, 2001

“As children move from picture books to 
longer chapter books, a great deal of support 
is needed.” 

 — Karen Szymusiak & Franki Sibberson
Beyond Leveled Books, 2001

Balanced Literacy and 
Research-based Practices

"Schools can help all children become 
independent readers and writers through a 
balanced literacy program. The components 
of a balanced literacy program include 
reading aloud, shared reading, guided reading, 
independent reading, modeled/shared writing, 
interactive writing, and independent writing."

 — Debra Johnson
Balanced Reading Instruction: Review of Literature, 
North Central Regional Educational Laboratory (NCREL), 
1999
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